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'Jccerr.ber  26,  3.937 

Thi?  rss  *in  eninentlv  da^  t>n(l  it  that  wisdCiH  anc  i_,cod 

s'^t.SG  of  t'  G  "ovci  r.mwiitfc  nhich  refused  tc  be  atninreded  into  'Ctenti.l  ‘/ar  in 
s’ito  cf  the  tendciiCv  of  tiie  ore  side  tc  "save  faco*'  at  elniost  all  costs,  and 
in  spite  of  an  outrareous  affront  efrert-d  to  th.  other.  The  Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  liad  expressed  the  uicst  abject  aoolofjies  for  thv  siiiking  of  the  I  anay  and 
we,  without  a  mcment's  delay,  •’cco'fttd  those  aeclo.  ies.  I  thought  that  cur 
Gcverrjncnt •  3  ncte  vas  a  niasterpicfoo j  v*a  had  observed  with  satisfaction  the 
•'romotness  >ith  ’vliich  the  Japanese  rovcrraa'nt  had  adcitted  re3ponsibilj.ty , 
cxnrtssed  regret,  and  offer ..d  fmcuds;  v/o  accct  the  Jap^n^^so  action  as 
resoensive  to  cur  requests  and  c'.croctt  tiens;  t.’<.  cacn  rap3y  on  our  own  evidence 
end  conclusions  a.-,  tc  the.  details;  V'C  ex-ross  the  earnest  hone  that  the  stops 
take.-,  by  the  Japeuv-sc  Govcr.unont  ’-ill  :rov,.  effective  te’-ard  nroventine  any 
further  attacks  o:  u..le’.'ful  int^riv-r^nco  by  Japans..Sw  aathcriti-s  or  forc».s 
v'ith  American  ivatj-cnals,  interc.etr,  cr  nrop^rty  in  China. 

i'c^uall’'  masterlv  was  th>-  Jaocin.-se  arran^.oiacnt  that  its  note  ehould 
pet  to  .ashington  on  Christmas  've  and  should  be  d«,alt  with  by  our  Govornm.jit 
on  Chi'istir.as  Gay  (our  rv-ply  was  d.j.sp^tchv.d  from  ’<feshington  at  3  o'clock  on 
Christmas  afternoon).  The  Ja^'cn^se  could  harlly  have  fail>.d  tc  realize  that 
the  Christines  spirit  is  strin;^  in  our  country  end  that  the  thought  'T  enco  on 
..arth,  good  -’ill  to-  ird  men"  .:.ust  ineviUbly  color  and  influence  our  decision, 
r.nj'way,  I  was  sc  profoundly  hanev  at  th.,  outccu-.c  th'it  -.hen  I  called  on  hircta 
at  noon  I  entered  his  room  wreathed  in  en'il^s  (a  ver"  different  attitude  from 
nr/  ca31  on  him  on  December  17)  and  tcL^  him  that  I  brought  good  news.  V-litn  I 
hod  finished  readiu’  cur  not-  to  liira,  his  eyes  w..rv.  retlly  filled  with  tears 
and  he  showed  as  much  emotion  as  any  Japan  .s-.  is  canable  of  showing;  he  said: 
"T  hcarlilv  thank  your  'lov..mfl>  nt  and  vru  ’^curaelf  for  this  decision.  I  am 
Vv-ry,  v-ry  happy.  You  hive  brought  me  a  s*'lendid  Christmas  present."  I  think 
his  relief  must  hove  be.,n  tr^-mondous,  as  \»?i  mine,  .c  hsve,  for  th^  uiomcnt, 
safely  passed  a  difficult,  a  very  difficult,  hurdle. 


*% 


I  cannot  look  into  th:  fut'-U'C  Kith  iny  t‘c'-lin(.  of  soronity 


Other  huTf^lts,  perhaps  evou  aicic.  cifficult  ones,  ari  alcicst  certain  to  present 


o\'>lo  is  net  iuixhauotibl 


bctv.xon  Japan  an'"'  the  Ui.it^d  Otates  'ill  not  coino  threuth  iiiorc  interference 


in  China,  or  yet  fron  thu 


destruction  of  our  ten?jbJc  inlorcst 


<-’.v'.vn  :f  orinciol^s  for  '.ehioh  rr^  stand 


breach  of  tre,ity  ri  hts,  or  th  o.  on) 


but  vv.r  nav  very  easily  co. .c  fro.ii  sor.io  further  net  in  rcrc^st-en  of  -jnericen 


Eovoreitnty  or  freni  an  accunulrtion  cf  open  affronts 


it’:  Jciicvlcd  :c  of  the  irres’nonsi' 


bility  of  the  Jaornose  luilitar."  ns  distir.  rishtd  freir.  the  Ja’^anoec  Goverreaent 


can  elindriatc  from  th-  futur-e  »'ioture.  1  left  the  “inist.r's  house  realizing 


only  toe  clearly  that  our  satisfaction 


aney  incident 


tho  s-  ttlcncnt  of  th 


may  ho,  but  tcmnc*'ary  "nd  th-'=t  thw  rccn  upon  v.hich  for  five  years  I  have  b^en 


trying  tc  build  a  substantial  edifice  cf  Jopanenc-American  r-lsticns  has 


biokcn  down  into  trcach^rcus  send 
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Try  31,  193?? 

G-nwr-l  'Jg^kiji^  th;-  nc-'  :in.iftwr  fcr  Foreign  v-.ff?.irs,  r-ccivtd 
th.  dinlc’m''tic  chiefs  rf  rission  intivjdar.lly  Apprrwntly  •.dthfut 

knov'lcidg.  of  ‘'nrlish,  lie  sriok^  throu^i  "n  inter '>r..twr. 

He  s-'ic'  th-:  t  he  desired  tc  do  his  utmost  tc  develop  good  relrtions 
vith  the  United  fitot  -s,  ^^^dinfc  th-t  heving  h'.d  no  ^-neriv-nce  in  diplomacy  he 
is  unused,  tc  the  intrlcrcA,.s  cf  th’t  profession  rn'^  th'‘t  therefore  he  v/ill 
nlv-^ys  sp..''k  ft’jnUly.  I  rtple.ed  th't  vlth  thirty-fear  ve'ro  of  experitnee  in 
diplc.'n''cy  I  h-'d  b.',cc-rae  st^^cdily  luore  cenvinced  of  the  stupidity  of  indirection 
"■nd  th't  h»  could  ''Iv-eys  ocunt  or.  ocmol.^t'..  frankru-se  from  nii.  in  our  rolntiono. 
■tc  h''d  therefore  iTiUtu  lly  'rrived  at  the  ar.iu.  conception  by  different  roads. 

I  S': id  th'  t  it  -culc'  be  h..lpful  if  I  iidght  report  to  niy  governr.v,nt 
ebout  his  attituilc.  to-.ard  the  protection  of  .'jiieric'n  inter v.,sts  in  Chin-*'.  The 
.inist^r  r-plied  definitely  thvt  Iv,  v-ould  gu'r'i.tee  tlie  pret  ction  of 
/jaeric-'n  int -rests  in  Ctdnc  and  th't  if  qU'.stie.is  should  '■rise  in  connection 
thcr..%ith  h..  'ished  ro  tc  infrnn  hi.M  of  them. 

■»  An  ofi’icer  of  libv.r“l  le'nit.gs  vhe,  hen  l-ter  the  !lnp:;ror  chose  hLm  os 
Ti’im.  ’'’inister  and  directed  him  to  for..:  a  c''bin-t,  foiled  to  do  sc  because 
the  >rmy  r.g'rdod  hire  re  tco  liber'l  and  refusrd  te  nomirrto  a  Vinister  of 
'•'i?r. 
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end  tc  rersuf^de  them  tc  follow  oclicies  laid  down  by  the  civil  elej..ents  in  the 


Ccvcrniuent,  and  »hether  they  can  succeed  is  an  onen  question.  At  the  same 
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ere!  tc  rersur-de  them  tc  follow  oclicios  loid  down  by  the  civil  eletionta  in  the 
Government,  and  »hether  thev  can  succeed  is  an  onen  question.  At  the  same 
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‘.iHY  FOOGK  elKIETSl  HIUCTA  LOST  HIS  JOE 


June  21,  1938 

4  prominent  member  of  the  Japanese  Governinait,  speaking  vdth  full 
knc^vledge  of  the  situation,  has  ^iven  the  folla^inc  picture  of  the  purposes  of 
the  recent  change  in  the  cabinet  and  the  intentions  of  the  Government  as  they 
sliape  up  at  present.  Prince  ’''onoye  arid  other  members  of  the  Government 
realized  that  if  progress  were  to  be  nvjrte  in  consclidatin?  Japan's  position 
in  China  and  in  avoiding  sericus  friction  with  Great  Eritain  and  the  United 
States  the  conduct  of  everything  eJ:cept  purely  military  affairs  must  be  taken 
but  of  the  hands  of  the  /rray  and  lodged  in  the  civil  "ort  cf  the  Gevernraent. 
Hirota  had  fellen  becruse  he  was  tco  weak  in  opncsj.n,i'  the  tjniy  T;hile  at  the 
same  tLne  insisting  that  the  Foreign  Of.tico  has  control  of  Japan's  foreign 
relations  in  China.  This  the  /.r.-.\v  \.ould  net  tolerate,  and  it  was  for  this 
reason  that  tiiey  were  no\j  setting  up  the  so-callcd  "China  Organ"  to  deal 
exclusively  with  questions  relating  to  China. 

t 

C-cneral  Ugaki  and  Finance  minister  Ikeda  had  accepted  office  only 
on  condition  that  political  and  econoinic  affairs  in  China  should  be  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  military,  arx'  tliis  &•; 'lains  the  aipcint.aent  of  General 
Itagaki  as  !-initer  cf  ’  ar,  because  he  }\as  the  confidence  cf  the  younger 
officers  in  the  /J*my  and  at  the  sanie  time  believes  that  the  Arrj,v  ^ould  stay 
out  of  politics  and  8h<.uld  lii.iit  itself  to  its  duties  as  on  efficient  fighting 
machine.  Foth  Ugaki  and  Ikeda  realize  that  the  solution  cf  Japan's  iroblem  in 
China  will  be  impossible  unlers  'ood  relations  are  maintaiiiod  with  Great 
Fritain  and  the  United  States  and  Ugaki  therefore  proposes  to  do  everything 
possible  to  see  that  their  respective  interests  are  protected.  Obviously  it 
is  net  pcirig  to  be  easy  to  take  those  ratters  out  of  the  hands  of  the  military 
and  to  rersuade  them  tc  follow  oclicies  laid  down  by  the  civil  ele&ients  in  the 
Government,  and  whether  they  can  succeed  is  an  open  question.  At  the  same 
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time  the  ruiDose  of  setting  up  the  N’orth  China  DevelOirmont  Co»i.pany  and  the 
Central  China  Renovation  Company  is  to  take  economic  affairs  in  China  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Army.  In  all  those  quefetiens  "the  Big  Five"  see  eye  to  eye 
The  foregoing  statement  of  the  revernmont's  position  "ccrae  sti-aight  home 
from  the  horse's  mouth"  and  is  considered  eritirely  reliable. 
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lend  me,  b-.  c.'usc  car  p..i’53*r.ol  i-.l-dio.  s  ■  rr  cf  th..  fricndli  st,  and  thit 
barrxur  anc.-.r- etc d  Huvolc-;s..nt2  th.  a.icld  -.1  -cald  scon  be  settled. 
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.’lUfuot  3 , 

The  chief  dcvclo-'.:...;it  in  Julv  was  the  Sovict-Japancoe  fracas  at 
Changl:ufori"  ct;  tJic  Ecvict-Ysnchukuc  border,  in  ’.viiich  the  ."revict  forces 
occupied  a  strato^jic  hill  disputed  territory  ai*!,  sccordi*»^.  to  Iccal  re¬ 
ports,  the  Japanese  drove  them  bach  aj-ain  '<itii  considerable  casueltios  on 
both  fdde-c.  GiiOilcr  incidents  have  been  eccui-ring  in  that  ^wjcral  region 
periodically  duriu,:-  the  past  six  years,  cv<r  since  ”e  sasie  to  Japan,  but  this 
p«'rticu?ar  inciderit  s'.oae  tc  have  bev-n  rjoro  serious  than  usual  and  reiidnded 
us  of  the  treubls  ev'.r  the  islands  in  the  Amur  River  Dast  year,  when  the 
Japanese  aop cared  tc.  be  trying  cut  the  f ovist  5trc.i,;;th.  In  the  pro'sent  case 
xt  m-.y  ^0  that  thie  ussians  Xvrs  testi.i^  the  Jananise  strength  and  deterudna- 
tion,  or  th'.j'  ray  have  staged  thj  inciiont  in  order  to  draw  Japanese  treops 
away  from  the  drive  en  Hanlco’v,  ’'dth  a  view  to  co-op.'-ratir.p  tith  th^  Chinese. 

If  this  \"a3  th.Gir  ’'■uroosc,  they  scan  tc  hav<  bi^,  at  least  partially  successful, 
for  censid. Table  troop  a;ovciT«:ntt  tc  the  north  are  r  eorted,  and  Japan  can  now 
Iierdly  affci*d  to  omit  n’c  'aratit n  for  any  ev.ntuality  in  that  area. 

Psiny  ccnvinccd  that  the  Eevi-ets  dc  net  'vant  wrr  •^ath  Japan  at 
present,  and  equally  ccnvince<!  that  the  Japanese  cannot  now  afford  any  such 
venture,  I  was  not  *;rontly  p-rturb  .d  b«  the  incldont  '‘.nd  felt  from  the 
bef.'i-.inlng  tbet  it  would  be  localiy.^d.  woo.-ral  itt,  the  f.i-r/iian  rjabassador, 

"»hv  has  close  r-latxons- with  the  hijihest  Ja-'anese  Tiilitai-y  officers,  told  rae 
that  these  hiph  officers  had  said  to  him  that  they  t>ant  no  trouble  with  Russia 
at  present  because  the}'  are  far  too  much  occupied  in  China  and  that  they  would 
therefor-  net  allow  the  incidait  to  develop.  I  knew  that  Gtt  would  not  nds- 
lead  rae,  because  our  perscnol  relatio.  s  ?rc.  of  the  friendliest,  and  that 
barrix»g  unexpected  dovelopiaents  thr  incident  would  soon  be  settled. 
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psrwrrcsct  xncsc  attacks,  .■■hicn'  '•■fcro~rTd*-  feeing  investigated.  "  ^ 

Tiio  ?lnirter  then  turn„d  tc  tiic  question  of  nnv'Il  liunit^tions  end 
oxpressod  regret  th:t  such  llnit  tion  is  not  fe-sible  at  tljo  present  time, 
but  ncvlcs  ere  "drngcroos  toys”;  the  progrv-ssive  incroose  iri  navel  requiro- 
_  monts  could  load  only  to  bankruptcy  or  c  gonorcl  oqulosion  end  someday  an 
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Tho  Finirter  then  turned  tc  tile  question  of  nnv*l  limitations  end 
oxprcBSod  regret  th:t  such  llnit'tion  is  not  feasible  ?t  the  present  timoi 
but  ncvics  ere  "drngcroas  toys";  tho  progressive  incror-se  in  navel  require- 
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TOTTcct  these  attacks,  .hlcTT  ’-'cro  ucr<^  bcins  invcstlgoted. 

Ilio  ?  inirter  then  turned  tc  tiic  question  of  n»’.val  liaiitttions  end 
(sqarcssod  regret  th  t  such  lliit -tion  is  not  fe'^siblc  the  present  time, 
but  ncvics  ere  "drngcroos  toys”;  tho  progrv^ssive  Incro'.-se  in  navel  require- 
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After  dinner  Adm-ir''!  Yonei  took  ’^oonr.n  rsico  (the  Vlnis^r 
doesn't  speak  English  very  fluently)  sn^  osked  him  to  tell  me  that  rny  con- 
corn  about  the  possibiUty  of  Jonan's  bvcomin^  involved  in  Surope  hed  corns 
to  his  attention  and  that  he  v-ished  to  tell  me  that  I  need  have  no  further 
concern  because  "Japanese  policy  has  been  decided.  The  eloiaent  in  Japan 
which  desires  Fascism  for  Japan  and  the  consequent  linkJ-ng  up  v.dth  Germany 
end  Italy  had  been  'suppressed.'"  Jaren,  thj  kinister  soid^  while  co- 
onnrAt.ine  for  the  nftintenancc  of  friendly  redetiens  with  both  tho  democracies 


idoolc£;y  being  different  from  both  cf  them, 

Yoshiza^ra,  tr  whom  this  tal!c  was  repeated,  said  th;;t  the  decision 
to  stay  out  cf  an  alli"nc.,  ’.’ith  OeTnany  and  Italy  must  have  just  been  taken 
bec'use  he  had  not  knen  cf  it.  The  ;:iniater's  statement  to  me  might  bo 
takvjn  as  a  definite  indication  th't  Japan  intendod  tc  avoid  cmbroiLscnt  in 
Suropoan  troubles,  and  ho  ktiw’.'  that  thr  iC?vy  had  h^ld  tha  balance  of  newer 
in  this  important  .juesticn,  bat  't  Aust  net  essurao  that  there  would  be  no 


Anti-Ccrintern  Feet 


In  furth'ior  conversation  with  Admirel  Yonri  he  said  that  the  need 


for  restoring  good  rcl''tions  vdth  thi  United  States  vaa  beir.£  keenly  felt 
On  his  being  informed  that  cur  difficulties,  such,  for  instance,  rs  the 
bombing  of  our  property  in  China,  tseuld  readily  bo  eliminated,  he  replied 
that  he  knev  all  about  this  and  th:t  effective  steps  v«uld  be  taken  to 


correct  these  attacks,  vhich  vero  r.o"-  being  investigated, 

Tnc  .'inirter  then  turn-d  te  tiic  quwstior;  of  naval,  limitations  end  / 
expressed  regret  th't  such  lloit'tion  is  net  feasible  at  tho  present  time, 
but  ncvics  :re  "dangerous  toys";  tho  progressive  incroase  ir»  naval  require- 

I 

raor.ts  could  lead  only  to  br.nkruptcy  or  c  general  explosion  end  someday  an 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.0rg/doc/5 10ac6/ 


t"UKL:  nnp://www.iegai-ioois.org/doc/5  lOacD/ 


Dtfcnse  Hocumcnt  206  (23) 


ngrconcnt  .loist  be-  reached.  '"There  rmst  be  dia-.rraai.ient,"  he  repeatedly  said. 

This  v/cs  one  of  the  most  innortant  end  sianificent  conversations 
that  y/e  have  had,  and  I  regard  it  •'s  nvrkini  ?  nca*  trend,  indce-d  a  milestone, 
in  JODa.nesc-Air.oric  n  rel'-ticns,  for  Yonai  c  n  be  trusted. 


I:fwCcrpt  from  ’iiarv  of  Yor.aor  M.  S.  juabassador 
Grev,  entitled  "Ten  Y^-crs  in  Japan." 

Trges  230  ■''nd  281 
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is  this*  If  ?  ^on^rnl  ’iPr  brcrlts  cut  in  Iliroro  it  is  ".Leest  inovit'’blc  thot  . 
the  United  St?tc2  ’.dll  be  uii'.blc  to  ct^y  wt  of  it;  thinss  ’iculd  bo  bou.V.,^^^i^p;_. 
happen  ’^hlch  'jould  inflr.To  th.  /joorlc‘»n  oooplc,  Pnd.  history  has  shoxr.  j 

the  Airx.ric''n  Ps.cplo  are  rjnon^'  th*..  nost  i.’'»fl'*i.u!-'‘blc.  ocoplo  in  the  v.crld. 
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is  thlat  if  *  ^on-rol  ’(Pr  brcP'os  cut  in  !>jrorc  it  Is  pLccst  i«cvit''blc  th^t 
the  I’nitod  St?tcs  ’.d.11  be  im-.blc  tc  st»y  wt  of  it;  thinss  «)culd  bo  boun--’  to 
hoppen  ’shich  'ould  inflrasu  th.  /jr^-rlc-n  Dooplc,  "nd  history  hns  8ho7:n  th‘\t 
the  Ajrj-ric''n  pocple  are  rmon"  tho  nost  irifl'»uw.‘'.ble  oooplo  in  the  v.crld.  In 
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!loy  15,  1939 

Tho  hi.h  lieht  of  tlr.  flret  h»lf  of  unUl  -.vc  sr.ilcd  on  leave  of 
absence  v-s  th.  .Xfert  to  k.on  Jera.i  fi’oa  tying  up  in  a  tenoral  alliance  -..ith 
Gvj-nEny  and  Italy.  Up  to  our  deperture  this  of  Cert  rns  successful  and  I  wss 
g^ven  ctcgoricrl  official  asoui-' rices  th^t  there  v^.ald  be  no  ge.ural  alliance, 
although  there  «ouid  bo  soac  arr  ngor^nt  by  rry  of  rtr;.ngtheninr  the  Anti- 
Condntern  fact  vdth  rpplicrbiUtv  only  to  Soviet  .virtia.  Put  I  Kno-  very 
well  that  the  pressure  on  ths-  fovernwent  r.111  continue,  nd  if  -re.t  Brit  in 
concludes  r.n  nlli'>r'.cc  vith  Soviet  ;;ucsia  it  is  net  beycnd  the  bounds  of 
possibility  th^t  either  th-  C-overrur.  nt  -  ill  be  forced  irto  a  totelitcrian 
ollirr/jc  or  vdll  faU,  Mirsnuur  U  be  auccreded  ncssibly  by  Gen^r-I.  jMnaira,  . 
virquis  Kldo,  or  M-vy  Virdster  Yonoi.  Tut  th.  a  rpointiiient  of  Yonai  -^ould 

still  raern  no  tot'  litnrian  alliance. . 

I  thin>.  th'  t  the  ’Dresent  politic'*!  nitu  ticn  JaTan  is  full  of 

dynajaito  Oird  th_t  further  "ssassir.aticns  are  posciblo,  if  not  likely.  Tue 
country  is  sieV-  of  th.  hcstiliti.,s  in  Chin:.,  -dth  ne  outlook  for  pcs co,  and 
-.vrnts  concrete  results  rhich  do  net  rpp.ar  U-  be  raaturing.  Tnis  does  liCt  tt 
all  x^.n  that  Japan  is  vcakenir.a;  on  the  centier:-,  tli-i'c  is  v,vcry  evidence 
of  detcririnrticn  to  see  the  vjhcls  thin;;  thro  igh,  uid  there  is  very  little 
evidence  of  any  financial  cr  econcauc  crisis  in  the  ne-r  fUtiire.  But  there 
is  plenty  tf  dissatisf action  v.dth  the  ftLlure  to  '•chieve  fin'l  results  and  to 
get  th.  "Chins  Incident"  over  :dth.  The  peovOx  ore  restive. 

The  line  th’t  I  have  taken  in  Ul^tLne  vith  Japsnes.  high  end  low  — 
six!  I  he  VO  plenty  cf  .ividoic..  t’.rt  ..O’  argiuvnts  have  uenctr'ted  to  the  top  — 
is  this!  if  a  goneral  '.rr  brcs!<s  cut  in  Dirorc  it  Js  sLccst  incvit'-blc  that 
the  United  States  will  be  -meWLo  te  ct«y  exit  of  it;  things  '«.uld  be  bound  to 
happen  rshich  'jould  inflrxe  th.  .i-.crlc-r.  neoplc,  »nd  history  has  sho-^r.  th-t 
tire  Affj-rican  Pwcple  are  rmony  the  nest  i.^iflaewablc  oooplo  in  the  r®rld.  In 
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.  pose  the  pacifists  rnd  isolotivnists  ^.uld  be  in  the  forefront  of 

*  1  fic  -rc-^t  m^jority  -.vcul^  be.  If  Gcrr.cny 

thoso  supportins  v-or  -  “.t  lo-at,  tne  o  • 

-  <  •  kill  ^  Rrcat  many  civiUr.na,  th'.»  olono 

wore  to  bomb  London  ''nd  roris  -...H  kill  o.  Rr.ae 

.  I  /  ,#»  '-n  ven  xi  GcriTQny  -nd 

;yould  Stir  the  /jnPrican  people  tc  th.  dep  is.  ....  -  »  -  .... 

<  fi  first  f‘V-  vic^ks  of  the  v.ar,  the  dcter.ianation 
Italy  had  overrun  Europe  in  tiie  first 

p  :»rAt  d  ot't..c  '..ould  ■•■it'.i  m  thomaoical 
■pud  unlimited  roscuices  of  th..  .lAt-d 

..  j  •  lOTi  Tr  *.:erc  then 

oort-lnly  h.vc  «...  in  the  lor,,  m..,  no  th.y  -.id  ir,  191i. 

P  Pnm  in  •  -ncrol  military  allicncc,  it  wuld  bo  eLjose 

tied  up  in  the  Geraian  corrp  in  ■-  c-'  n-r-x 

lapp8.1i.U  for  the  United  6t-t-s  to  ron:,in  ot  p.ooc  nlth  Jnpr.n. 

It  thcroforo  behooves  J--.n  to  look  Into  tho  futorc  onf  decide 

.<iere  her  friendship  lUcUt  in  her  c-h  interests  to  oo  oltood.  Jnp.i>eSe 
Aac,rloon  rolotions  ore  le.;™rn.ily  str-ined  edns  to  diffioultios  .-rising 
c„t  Of  the  ostpoign  in  Chin-,  but  «t.s.  nifficulties  should  aventur.ny  he 
c,eroo«  end  dnonn  should  loo«  ot  the  long  hcul  r-ther  then  nt  tho  i«edioto 
orcsoht.  Frc«  .very  point  of  vie,  -  econo., do,  fintnoim,  co,...eroitl, 

.tth  u.  th-r  sriy  cthj  oc.i:.try  i..  the  ^rld.  1  Jopsnose- 
plays  the  geme  rath  us,  tn  r.  •any 

*,„,rioon  nor  .»uld  h-  th.  heigs.t  of  stupidity  tn>d,  every  point  o.r  vie...  In 
th.  .u,nU.te.  tt.t  o-n  Oer..ny  ,.td  Itoly  do  for  ..o,..,,  ,I.ot  ooncrotc  results 
ere  to  he  geinod  free  their  fdondship  in  the  long  runt  th.se  consideroUons 

ore  vorth  neighing  no-i,  be.fori  it  is  too  Ir.to.  ^ 

g  «c  T  h-v  «."id.  '••'near  to  have  bean  '.ddcly  dis- 

These  arguments,  r'S  I  h  Vv.  ...1.0,  ••  . 

cussed  .nd  .eiihod.  I  h^vo  reason  t.  baxevc  that  they  reached  the  Kd^.ror, 
,„d  Severn  highly  ,ltc.d  people  h-ve  enocur.,ed  the  line  I  «o  tsking. 

SOS.,  including  the  krvy  •„  ihister  en  his  c  n  initiotivo,  sooke  of  «y 
Wety-  snd  soid  th-,t  I  need  «.ry  ne  tore  ns  things  n.re  going  to  turn  out 

the  v.-ry  I  w-ntod  than  to  do. 


■i 
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£o  vfc  Isr.vc  for  thv^c  nt-nths  of  furlough  ff.clini, 

rh»itcvcr  the  fin«-l  result,  -t  le^st  nothin,*;  h*'.s  been  left  uueJone  to  stoor 
Jpp^ncBo-.f^ericpn  relations  into  healthy  ch*'iu.l8,  •.hich,  rftsr  all,  is  my 
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Gy^  n  o?<i4 


TII^  SO^'IvT  A:rASC.i-.nOIt  TAYS  ilS  li'S^’-KTS 


lIovw'’t«r  20,  1933 

At  11  luronev,  the  Soviet  Ajibassador,  mc»e  his  official  call  after  our 
rocor^nition  of  the  Soviet  Union.  I  received  hii.i  In 

donee  and  wa  nledr-xi  each  other's  healths  in  aone  oxoollont  shorry.  I 
believe  he  plaved'a  prominent  part  in  the  revolt  of  the  i;«S8*an  Navy  ® 

ven'  becinninc  of  the  devolution.  He  has  boon  Ambassador  to  ^nd  l.inis- 

terboth  to  Persia  and  Austria,  so  must  bavo  acounulat^  the 

diplonatio  e-.?erience.  Ho  says  t’lat  '.H’ssia  rill  not  cede  an  o«  t^e 

Chinese  Rastorn  Tcailray,  a  d  rives  an  impression  f 

future  relations  of  the  tyjo  countries.  Ho  is  clearly  ov.rjvoc.  at  our 

rcoocnition  and  very,  veiy'  friondly. 
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c/ui  BEFOPD  TH"  ?T0RM 

. 

January  24,  1934 

«  4.v,o  ;roreign  ?’inister. 

Dinner  at  the  Embassy  or  evidently 

„,.oU  was  very  friendly  as  vsuaX  . 

urea  rr»  .he  s.ra.n  of  the  Uf 

answering  Interpellations.  Said  it  was 
ficult  experience  for  him. 
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Exhibit 

THE  SOMET  AMBASSADOR  SEES  THE  SPRING  OP  1934  AS  DECISIVE 


Def.  Doc'.#  206-B(12) 


March  9,  1934 


During  a  long  convaraotion  today  *ltn  n^aooauv., 

Mr,  Yurenev,  ho  first  told  mo  the  present  status  of  f 
for  the  salo  of  the  Chinese  Eqb60«i  hiilwayr  u.:o.?o 
still  oor.flnod  to  pcui'ivcrloro  botweon  t>iCJ  ilini  ster  *or  -.oiaign 
Affairj  and  Iviacel?^  tho  gonorai  ocr-xor  unco  not  haviu.^ 

Thoao  pc:iz‘?xjr?.t.re  hnvs  tnkor.  bho  forn  ti  Ijrjinivlns  pure  a  .  “"‘‘u?  ** 
each  aide  m-vaiuMy  v^ir.hUif  to  ulr.  a  success  -co-peciaUy  Hirota, 
who  rrin  lu.ve  cdfilculiy  in  so-  iefrir-s  Japanoco  puolic  opinj-o... 

In  b-’ici*  tho  sitviutlon  is  ns  foii<.v/aj 

''‘ho  Co7iDt  GovcTT-Tont  plocas  the  negotiatiena  in  two  cato- 
gorles,  the  firsn  eexurisin.-;  (l)  ropJuicencnt  of  the  Ev scion 

of  the  rai  lway  cr.d  '.2)  /'cnchulcuo  ar.sawrtion  ci  a  -obt, 

or.d  the  second  cr-te.^cry  couprising  ttio  firouix  calo  “•■  ••*  L-* 

Itsolf.  For  tho  ecopousetjo.-.  of  the  persomo^  t;.o  b.vJet  nuont 
will  expect  an  naounU  of  2ot\?eo/i  rd.ro  and  ten  n!-.v--»-n  jon,  -no 
opprojf.nntQ  a-ucunt  of  the  debt  he  ’did  jiot  to.:.!  no,  Pich  . 

the  nr'.co  for  the  railway,  the  Monohulr.^e  aatherit^Los  1*'^" 

fn..m  their  origlral  offer  of  fifty  nil'don 

v^.ich  wnn  originally  placed  at  two  hunoirl  r:.^  fi-  .y  mlU-on  latles 
wjs  ictor  iv.daaed  to  two  Inmlred  riU'-*'”  Wes,  i  n  oraar 
oonTonlonoo  tno  Jrpuroso,  tl:c  Sc’/ioo  Gov'cnuaont  nod  eub3oque.:t^7 
agreed  to  iTiCoive  50  %  cf  the  tetal  amount  in  morchund-so  and 
ty^  other  5C;«,  15?  "ou.l1  be  in  yen 

bho  .2aaa.ir.l.ng  ,'5?  ww3a  V,  paid  within  three  yearn  by  -nj  i^anoh^o 
Oovemjcot.i,  Tlie  ri.nul  fJfitxri  to  bo  agreed  upon  would  oe  a 
aiacr.nt,  I’arga'inlr.G  mth  r.•^Bn^d  to  tho  typo  of  taorc^wdisc  J” 
rocjiVGd  is  i^ov/  gtur^j  on,  the  Jansnose  desiring  to  moko  as  favoraOie 
Q  doni  in  this  roepott  as  posjible, 

I  ankod  tho  Anbascadcr  whether  he  was  optimistic  as  to  on 
ovontunl  favcratlo  jn.itccino  of  the  nesotiatiens.  In  rcply^ho  ®aao 
the  si g.-d.f leant  rociurhi  "An  agiowont  will  be  ror.snou  voc 
eso  vdsn  to  avoid  war  with  Soviet  fticsin,"  I  aai^ 
ronarit  could  tn:  irtorj>rc.r,od  as  ooanjng  shnt  if  tho  oanuaeae  oo  n  . 
coma  to  terns  tho  S-.-riftt  Onion  will  declaro  wr,rc‘*'  Ko  eepiied  -nat 
this  was  not  his  meaning  and  that  -hat  iie  rdshed  to  convoy  w^ 
that  if  an  aeru.'LUii'.t  for  tho  sale  of  tlio  railway  should  not  bo 
reached, this  f:ict  wouli  bo  a  significant  it.dlcatlon  that  uho 
jQpanea<j  i.x^on^ys'i  no  btdng  about  a  ‘.far  and  would  use  tto  -o-ouro 
of  the  noRotiaiiors  as  an  oxfruco  to  satif&y  pub.iio  opinion  in 
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®»fenBe  Docvmont 


No,  206-B(l6) 


Elhiblt#. 


Nr,  Prentiss  B,  Qllberty  ^aarioan  Consul 
Qenevsf  Swltaerland) 


Confidential 

I>ear  Mr,  Qllberti 

1  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  reeeipt  of  your  letter  of  April 
letter  end  in  ooeplionoo  with  the  suggestion 
ther^n  I  shall  endeovor  to  outline  briefly  the  present 
a4v4‘4  4-  horo  with  particular  roforonoe  to  tho  Jopanoso 

..  ‘'Wo  towart  intomational  oo*operation  both  at  prosont  and  in 
rointion  to  the  baslo  Japanese  policy  of  doodnating  East  Asia. 

In  your  letter  you  romailc  that  "one  goins  tho  distinct 
^rosnon  that  having  achieved  to  such  a  large  degree  their 
objective  in  Manchurlo,  tho  Japanoso  are  now  endeavoring  to  effect 
on  ap^sMont  of  tho  fooling  ogalnst  thoo  in  every  dlroctim 
poss^lo.  That  is,  in  fact,  tho  spoolflo  task  which  Hlrota  has 
sot  himself  os  Pbroign  Mlnlstor,  Accordingly  —  to  use  tho  phrases 
rarrent  in  tho  Japanese  press— for  tho  "desperate  diplomacy"  of 
Clunt  Uchido  there  has  boon  substituted  tho  "natlonol  defense  by 
diplomacy"  of  Mr,  Hlarota, 

Nls  policy  of  consillation  Iftrota  has  shown  foroo 
aM  nblHty,  Ho  come  into  office  last  Soptombor  at  a  moment  when 
the  pendulum  of  public  feeling  was  tending  to  resume  tho  norm. 
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Defense  Dootawot  No,  206-B(l8) 


(Nr,  drew  to  Mr,  Prentiw  B,  dlbert  Anerloan  Conatd, 
Oonevoi  Sirltsorland) 


EXCERPT  PROM  U  ARY  OP  FORIER  UNIJBD 
STATES  AlCASSADOR  OREP,  pago  136 


Tokyo,  May  17,  1934 


INirthemoro,  throuj^  public  utterances  and  Jn  the 
ihe  voice  of  public  opinion  rovealod  dismay  at  tho  eiio  of  w 
dlitary  budgets  and  an  inclination  to  blme  tte  for  tho 
umooessaxy  and  dangerous  state  of  agitation  into  . 

lation  as  a  uhole  'had  been  lod.  Businessmen  and  wpitolists 
lishod  to  bo  free  to  roup  tho  profits  of  tho  export  boom. 


During  all  thoso  months  Hirota  uoritod  steadily,'^  I 
seliovo  sincerely,'  to  oroato  a  friendly  basis  upon  which  to 
ieal  with  Chino,  Soviet  Eusslo,  Great  Britan, 

Jtotos,  ms  hand  was  mooifest  in  on  inBo^oto 
intifopoigniBn  in  the  prossi  it  was  rovealod  in  tho  r^^ 
sfforts  to  solve  the  current  probloms  botwoon  Japan  and  .. 
Russia  one  by  one;  and  it  was  omphasiaod  to  no  in  oonvwaati<m 
Ln  which  Hirota  showed  an  oogomoss  to  explore  o^ 

Rvonuo  which  Tfould  lead  to  an  improvenont  in 

relations.  Certain  people  oonsidorod  him  a  go^no  liberal  and 

tho  strongest  Poroign  Minister  since  Konuro  and  Koto, 


.  Lii 


-•■t. .  - ... 


Defense  Document  No.  206-B(19) 


(i!r.  Grew  to  I!r.  Prentiss  B.  Gilbert,  American  Consul, 
Geneva ,  Switzerland ) 


Tokyo,  r^y  17,  1934 


With  Soviet  P.vssla  Jeran  is  trying  to  keep  the  peace  at 
present.  Viewing  the  sitvauion  from  Tokyo,  neither  side  has  now 
any  stomach  fer  wtr,  nor  ere  there  indice tions  in  Japan  or 
Ilanchuria  of  preparations  pointing  to  imriment  warfare.  For  the 
time  being  at  least  we  need  only  fear  a  frontier  incident  of 
unusual  grtvity.  Although  Hirota  has  teken  up  the  Chinese 
Eastern  Reilwry  question,  the  yon-ruble  exchtnge  question,  the 
fisheries  dispute,  and  the  boundary  problems  one  by  one  with  an 
evidently  genuine  desire  to  remove  then  from  the  slate,  progress 
has  been  very  halting  and  bids  fair  to  continue  so. 
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Dofonso  Document  No,  206-B(26) 


HIROTA  ON  THE  1934  NAVAL  CONFERENCE 

September  7,  1934 
Loavo  of  Abaenco 

1  colled  OB  the  mniiter  of  Foreign  Affaire  to  taJto  Ijovo 
before  doportment  on  a  Bonth’a  leave  of  absence 

If  any  questions  should  orlso  during  my  absence  rhloh  he  wished  to  ^scusa 
with  the  Em^ssy  Mr*  Neville  would  be  in  chorge  and  would  be  glad  to  oe 
helpful  at  any  time* 

Naval  Conference 

The  mnleter,  on  his  own  inltlatlvo,  approached  the  ^lOfrtJon 
tho  Novel  Conference  and  sold  thot  Japan  had  Jofirdtoly  docked  to  abro 
the  Fashlngton  Treaties  torord  the  end  of  .197<.,o  May  elouonte  J;ho  .  avy 
wlohod  to  abrogate  Imnodlately,  but  Mr,  Hirc^a  bad  inslstr  i  on  ^/aitl^ 
until  after  the  Loi->don  conversations  in  Oct.'ljrtr  becauy  as  soon  as  one 
signatory  had  abrogated,  the  T^ashington  Treaty  AT^d  bocoro  n^l  and  v^d 
as  rogards  all  t'.-e  other  signatories  and  Hr,  Hirota  intoned 
tho  natter  with  the  other  parties  before  abrogation  in  ordy  nrt  to  ^ve 
offense  to  tho  other  signatories  and  also  in  order  to  o'^^*** 
tho  next  naval  conference,  unfavorable  atmoouhore  which  cdght  be  o^ted 
If  the  abrogation  should  toko  place  without  some  prciir-inary  mut'jal  undoi> 
standing,  Tho  Minister  said  that  tho  diocussions  cycornir^ 
would  bo  conducted  with  tho  variouo  powers  separately  mad  thy  ylng  to 
Ambassador  Salto's  absence  from  Fnshlngbon  the  natter  is  Jo  ^  ^P 

with  tho  American  delegation  to  tho  prolimlnary  conversations  in  London 
by  Ambassodor  Uatsudalra* 

Mr,  Hirota  said  that  while  tho  difficulties  of  solving  tho 
Naval  problem  with  foireign  powers  wore  no  doubt  considoioWo,  yy  wre 
not  so  difficult  as  the  domestic  piroblom  which  ho  had  to  face  indealing 
with  tho  chauvinists.  Ho  said  ho  had  groat  hopes  of  some  soluUon  ^ 
tho  naval  problem  which  would  avoid  saddling  the  varloois  countries  with 
future  hoavy  building  programs,  osyclally  bcyuw 
rtf  tho  Jaooneso  Navy  were  definitely  opposed  to  tho  boillding  of  big 
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EXPLAININQ  THE  IIAFIES  AND  USPATCKES 


Jwmary  22,  I935 


On  reading  back  over  this  diary  I  really  ^rondar  hoir  I  have  the 
courage  to  send  it  to  ax^one,  It  la  auoh  a  patchwork  and  erasy  quilt  and 
,  80  nauy  of  the  oomnente  so  rapidly  aet  down  require  iVirther  elucidation 
or  Uaouaalon.  The  field  of  Japaneae^Aaerloan  relations,  for  instance,  is 
80  croad  and  so  impossible  to  cover  in  a  running  document  of  this  kind  that 
■y  day^to*day  coonent,  hastily  exqxressed,  might  well  give  erroneous 
i^rdsslons*  Our  official  dispatches,  taken  as  a  whole,  probably  cover 
field  fairly  well,  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  history  they  snst 
furaiah  the  critexion.  The  only  thing  the  diary  oan  do  is  to  supply  a 
fw  illustrations  to  the  text,  but  these  Illustrations,  historically, 
should  never  be  considered  without  the  text.  They  are  too  likely  to  give 
one«8ided  and  inadequate  impressions. 

Our  dispatches,  also,*  must  be  read  as  a  whole  and  over  a  period 
of  time  to  get  the  correct  picture.  Some  of  our  disphtches,  for  in^anoe, 
might  be  regarded  as  inconsistent.  For  instance,  one  of  our  dispatches 
on  the  haval  conversations  (No.  1087) ,  which  I  am  told  was  sent  to  the 
President,  was  based  on  the  idea  that  the  Japanese  as  a  whole  are  absolutely 
intransigent  regarding  the  question  of  naval  parity  and  that  there  is 
complete  solidarity  in  the  country  on  that  issue.  That  is  absolutely  ti^M 
at  present,  but  a  fortnight  later  I  wrote  another  dispatch  (No.  110^ 
conveying  the  idea—though  only  as  guesswork  and  so  stated— that  rdien 
the  Japanese  eventually  find  that  we  mean  business  in  maintaining  the 
preseni  ratios,  and  that  we  Inteird  to  build  and  do  build  up  to  treaty 
strength,  and  propose  to  continue  that  policy  even  if  it  means  a  naval 
race,  they,  the  Japanese,  will  seek  a  compromise  rather  than  face  such 
a  naval  race,  and  that  although  they  havo  burned  their  bridges  behind 
then,  they  are  capable  of  ren^dlQg  public  opinion  and  policy  over  o 
period  of  time— even  during  the  two  years  elapsing  before  the  treaty 
expires.  This,  as  I  said,  can  be  but  guesswork,  but  everybody  in  the 
Embassy,  including  the  Counselor  and  the  Naval  and  Military  Attaches, 
agrees  that  it  is  o  sound  guess.  So  the  two  dispatohos  were  trot  aiotually 
inconsistenti  the  first  dealt  with  the  present,  while  the  second  bad  to 
do  with  the  f\iture  if  certain  things  happen,  namely,  the  clear  and  factual 
demonstration  of  our  determination  to  oonstruot  curd  maintain  our  navy  on  a 
5*3  proportion,  I  only  hope  that  the  President,  if  he  saw  both  dispatches, 
will  get  this  point. 
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ITi:  HIliOTA 


enu  tola  hln  tnat  nevint  ubuu  -  *  call- 

(k.verniuent  hed  eocordbrt  me  a  leave  ?o  re- 

inr  ior  the  United  States  tomorrow.  Said  taat  I  expaCved  to  re 

tuJn  to  I'oVyo  somotino  Jn  tl.o  Uto  autwj).  v,eoauir 

ere  uffl-  to  3n\  that  he  hoped  I  would  return  without 
ohanclre  axabassadors  always  caused  a  certain  amount  of  disturban 
and  an  undesirable  interim  during  which  the 

fovernment  to  which  he  was  accredited  had  to  fc,et  used  to  each  other 
HrthSi^rS  it  mo^t  important  that  no  cnange  should  be  made  espec¬ 
ially  at  the  present  time.  I  replied  that  so  far  as  I  was  aware 
there  was  no  intention  to  make  a  change  at  present  and  I  fully 
expected  to  return  to  Tokyo. 

I  said  ...at  on  arriving  in  V/ashington  I  would  of  coi^se 
report  directly  to  the  President  and  to  the  Secretary 
t^U  them  of  observations  and  impressions  concerning  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  Japan  and  the  situation  between  our  two  countries.  If  the 
Ki?.l3Ur  L'ould  deslro  to  exrross  ony  vlows.  I  would  be  only  Wo 
»  _  pTriftidfent.  QIIQ  tO  AlP  •  HUXX  •  AIT# 
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Ti:u  LiUrJxl.ILG 

1\.0  r.jLLGiu»i  .w*  TXw/i*  l.jiuL  illo'iOhY 


1'elcCl’Pn  Sent 

•TO;  Seostote  Neahin^ton 

*  • 

36  Fwbruary  26,  10  A.N.  1936 

Tbo  Edlltcry  tooic  nrrtlQl  -.'ossession  of  the 
ft^tv  eiviv  this  t'orninr  end  It  Is  re-sorted  have  essassinatjd  several 
nioLntni  nen  f?  is  iuooaPiblv,  cs  yet  to  oonfiin  anything.  The 
nows  cori'ospondenta  are  hot  poWiitt^d  to  send  tvilecrams  or  to  te  e- 

phone  abroad . 

This  tele«raci  is  beint  sent  orif-orily  as  a  test  mosoare,  to 
„aocrte™  oir^ooL  t.lcerU  .111  b.  trer.s,altl.a .  Ood.  room 
please  ackiaowledf e  iritied lately  upon  receipt. 

GkiW 

Tele^^’ar.  Sent 

TO:  Seostetc  V<eahinGton 
RUSK 

37  February  26,  noon.  1936.  Section  1. 

Enbassy's  36  F<<bruory  26,  10  A.M. 

1  nn'jj  fii*s  fairlv  Cel  tain  that  foxiuor  Fremier 

^^r.iLtriri^?Cr  ^  ■ 

Iletropolitan  Police  Board  havw  b-en  -//ounded. 

5  Tti.  ailitai’y  have  estfblialied  a  oox'don  around  tue  ^ 

rn  fltriot  oor teinint  the  Ciovi.innent  odrJLnistration  offices  ana  the 

Ttl  lill  nalace  and  do  P^rnlt  InrTi  ss  -without  Aray  passes. 
Inperial  paiace  anu  t'  pdairiatratlve  offices  naa  also 

Telephonic  communication  wit*,  t.-e  aanipaxiaei 

been  stopped.  The  stock  e.xchanr.e  has  Oe.n  closed. 

f'^°^it*^is*now  i-etiort^d  that  r'i'.,xiier  01:odo,  Loae  I.lnister 

oennot  confirm  any  of  theSe  runore. 

♦See  photOLrephs  Nos.  k,  5.  6,  and  ?• 
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4.  So  for  thole  hea  b^en  no  uisorder  and  no  street  flthtlng, 
Bs  fer  as  the  Lubaaoy  is  aware.  The  troops  tahint:  part  In  the  up¬ 
rising  appear  to  be  under  perfect  discipline  and  are  not  interfer- 
inc  v/ith  the  norcai  affairs  of  the  people.  Jntil  the  natui-e  and 
probable  results  of  the  uprising  ero  better  understood  by  the 
hmbessy,  however,  the  L.loossy  is  advisinc  those  who  csk  to  remain 
at  hone.  There  appears  to  be  absolutaly  no  antiforaicn  feeling 
involved  in  the  affair. 

Section  3. 

5.  A  r.iir.ieotraphed  statement  wus  left  by  groups  of  soldiers 

at  each  of  the  princii»al  newspaper  orficos  this  morning.  The  state¬ 
ment  alleged  that  the  present  Croverrjnent  has  been  drifting  away 
from  the  true  spirit  of  Japan  and  tuet  it  hed  usurped  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  iiT.peror.  as  evid«,nce  of  tills  the  statoment  cited  the 
signing  of  the  London  Laval  Treaty  and  tiie  dismissal  of  General 
Mazekl.  It  continued  rather  vaguely  with  en  eApression  translated 
by  the  U.P.  about  as  follows:  'If  this  condition  is  permitted  to 
continue,  the  relations  of  Japan  to  Chine,  iiussia,  Britain,  and 
the  United  States  will  become  ’explosive  in  nature.’"  Tlie  state¬ 
ment  was  signed  by  Captain  Lonaka  end  Captain  i^ndo,  both  of  the 
Third  Infantry  Regiment  stationed  in  Tokyo.  According  to  the 
soldiers  who  delivered  this  statement,  another  announcement  will  be 
made  at  five  o’clock  this  evening  and  at  that  time  "a  new  law  of 
state"  will  be  promulgated.  The  Lmbessy’s  Informant  believes  that 
certain  constitutional  prorogatives  v;lll  be  suspended.  He  likened 
the  existing  situation  to  the  Batista  coup  d’etat  in  Cuba. 

Section  4*  (Paraphrase) 

6.  The  uprising,  as  far  as  can  be  asceitained  by  the  Embassy, 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  coup  d’etat  erigineerod  by  the  young  Fascist 
element  in  the  i%rmy  and  intended  to  destroy  the  ent,ire  group  of 
elder  statesmen  who  have  been  advisers  to  the  Throne  and  thereby 
effect  the  so-called  ’Shov;a  Leatoration. ’’  Preauinobly  to  prevent 
anyone  from  obtaining  access  end  securing  an  Imperial  Ilendate  which 
v;ould  interfere  with  the  plans  of  the  Ariiy  group,  the  Li.peror  him¬ 
self  is  apparently  being  held  in  the  palace  Incommunlceao.  The 
trial  of  Aizawa,  murderer  of  Oenerr.l  Nageta,  which  has  excited  the 
feeling's  of  the  Fascist  element  in  the  Army,  and  the  recent  elec¬ 
tion  which  returned  an  unexpectedly  lari  e  nuraber  of  more  candidates 
who  are  liberal,  appear  to  be  the  ianedlate  causes  of  the  uprising. 
Latest  reports  Indicate  that  admiral  Osumi,  Minister  of  the  Navy, 
has  assuricd  the  position  of  noting  Prime  Mlxiistor  and  that  General 
I'azakl  is  tne  leading  spirit  in  the  affair.  The  movement,  down  to 
the  last  deteil,  appeal s  to  have  been  thoroughly  organized  in 
advance.  (Lnd  of  paraphrase) 

7.  The  Lmbaasy  has  Just  learned  irora  a  iairly  reiiablo 

source  that  Count  Makino  is  safe.  -GRLV* 
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Ti^  0*’  VISOOUIJT  Di^ITO 

February  27,  1936 

This  is  a  dreadful  tL-a  and  I  have  Just  r<,turnod  froia  a  har- 
rov/inc'  expel Itnce-callinG  at  the  Saito  *  house,  the  very  one 
where  he  was  murdered  yestoruay,  btinc 

room  .mere  his  body  lay  on  the  floor  under  a  sheet,  probcbly  the 
same  room  where  he  was  killed,  kneeUnc  to  burn  incense  end  then 
‘turninc  to  the  mourning.  lamily  and  findir.c  nyself  face  to 
dear  Viscountess  Saito  herself.  Yesterday  she  'was  in  the  hospital, 
reooverine  from  the  wounds  inflicted  on 

drepcad  herself  out,  h^r  aril  in  a  slinr.  to  be  with  the  body  of  her 
beloved  husband. 

She  asked  if  I  wished  to  ate  his  face  end 
sheet;  th^re  was  a  bullet  v/ound  visible  (only  one  d 
wounds),  but  he  looked  peaceful  enough,  now  we  loved  him  and  ad¬ 
mired  and  respected  him.  Ke  had  a  winning  smile,  al'ways,  and  his 
white  hair  gavo  him  a  distinction  <,uite  apart  from 
he  had  won  in  his  many  high  posts  end  useful  life- 
hours  before  the  assassinations  hu  sot  at  our  table  , 

jolly  and  cay.  and  his  wife  next  to  me,  and  opposite  me  was  Admiral 
Suzuki,  who  lies  at  the  point  of  death  from  his  own  wounds. 

Today,  when  I  had  paid  my  respects,  Vi  scour,  tess  Saito  said 
to  me  while  we  were  both  still  kneeling  in  front  of  each  other  be¬ 
side  the  body  that  her  husband  had  never  before  seen  . 

films  and  that  he  had  loved  the  picture  at  our  ®^® 

knew  he  would  wish  her  to  thank  us  for  hsvinc  given  him  3^°^  J 
hennv  last  evening.  I  was  really  too  much  noved  to  do  more  in 
reply  than  to  convey  Alice’s  sympathy  too.  \»ho 
thot  ne  was  leavlnr  our  xaubassy  that  ni{ht,  and  probably  Adiiiir 
luziicf  too!  to  6o^t?afcht  to  his  uoath  by  bullet  sod  bsyonut  In 
his  O’.vn  Peaceful  little  Japt.nese  home* 

These  assassinations  htvu  stirred  us  terribly  Saito, 
Tekahashi,  V/atanabe  dead  and  Suzuki  probably  *'?“  *• 

Thank  heaven  that  Count  lieJiino  escaped;  he  v/as  warned  . 

and  managed  to  leave  the  hot-s'princ  hotel  where  he  was  staying  and 
nnd  sJme  refuge  just  before  e  <  rng  of  the  insurgents  J^o^e  in  with 

lit  intention  of  killing  hlu  in  ^ 

with  him  since  and  telephoned  frora  ..lyanos.iite  to  tell  me  so. 

Prinoe  Seionjl,  in  the  country  at  Okltsu,  also  escaped  in  time,  u 
those  in  Tokyo  s..en  to  have  had  nc  warninc  'whatever. 

*  See  photograph  No.  7 
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It  is  sipnificant  that  sor.ebody  teleohoned 
during  dinLr  ashlnj,  that  they  be  III  to 

that  nitht  made  5^or  6  o’clock  the  next 

Sir. 

little  with  those  yount  hotheads  if  tne/  naa  leiii  #rroups  were 

faoiutate  thalr  objaot:  =»“«  '"J  Wnlste?  sevaral 

armed  with  aaohlne_eune:  In  the  cena  of  the  Prlua  minister^a^^ 

??e“?.2trn^?e“hrse‘hU  \Tilt  ‘far  .ante  ware  wiped  out. 

PIWn.G  TOC-TiU.  Mi.  JuU-ij..  Oi’  Tin.  ’liJlCrLDY 

March  1,  1936 

Lvervthing  that  happened  bofore  the  revolt  now  that 

trivial  in  comparison  ^^^^5ecord'’thu^earlier*'daily  notes!  ^Little 
there  is  no  incentive  to  recoid  ^  took  place  be- 

by  little  I  shell  have  to  .  namely  the  sadden 

tween  February  26  and  29.  The  final  'g^^’^j^lnjured,  after 

reappearance  of  Prime  diinis  e  i  i,a,  *q  have  been  assasslnatec 

we  lti6  nearly  everybody  else  Certainly  made  the 

aavora  of  th»  moat  ‘f  i^a  which 

irrrar"J^aru;;rthi“nr“’?;\‘’aoJ?ran5  anear  ovarooma  tha 
humor  of  it. 

To  haeln  '•h“  ’2^ wt“oXt““rtaSlasf 

!SU??-a?x1n  ^  ^r-r^f 

our  othtr  puosts  somethinp  fiL'is  at  the  netro-Gtoldwyn-Msyer 

entertainment  J.  ^On  the  lest  afternoon,  Shathln 

studio  durinc  the  past  fa.,  days.  w.  r  Nelson 

showed  me  Weu*,hty  marietta,  wit  .  ^  ideal  plctuie  hau  been  found, 

as  bood  a  film  as  One  Mtht  of  Love. 

A!":.. 

-  if  - 
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bored  v'lth  a  film  he  could  coufortably  sleep  oocouse  he  naa  loxa 
Nevillo  that  he  had  learned  In  the  Wavy  to  catch  a 
and  under  any  circumstances.  But  I  think  he  enjoyed  it  too  much  to 
sleep.  V<’e  had  e  pause  v/ith  refresiiments  ha Ifv/ay  through 
continued,  nearly  two  hours  of  film. 

Janenese  ladies’  eyes  were  distinctly  red  at  the  end  of  it,  so  i 

think  they  were  moved  by  the  rot.entic  ^Dpottv^late^for  then 

olter-vard.  but  the  Saitos  left  at  about  11-30,  Pretty  late  J®®" 
because  they  reneraily  leave  dinners  punctually  at  10.  I  sa.;  the 
old  rentlecian  out  and  that  was  the  eiid  of  a  friendship  which  began 
v°hL  I  riafe  Sy  nrst  call  on  him  as  Prime  Minister  and  iiCting 
Minister  for  Foreign  nffeirs  in  June,  1932. 

iju-  to  think  thtt  he  began  his  greet  career 
ndJiiral  bohley  end  at  the  Naval  Aceaemy  at 
icd  it  at  the  nuerican  Embassy,  he  was  a 
»ntle,  cher.dnc,  courtly <  but  with  E^eet  wis- 
e  of  chauvinistic  strife.  I 
j  his  influence  in  settling 
t  out  of  the  demand  of  the  petty 
j  and  teachers  worship  at  the 
suit  in  the  closiut;.  of  all 
He  always  supported  our  nis- 
(.one  and  who  knows  what 


with  ATiericans— w 
Annapolis — and  fi 
lovable  cherecter,  . 
dom  and  broad  liberal  views  in  an  at 
had  hopes  thut  he  would  be  able  to  use 
tlie  school  crisis  in  Korea,  arislni 
authorities  that  both  Christian  pupils 
Shinto  shrines— a  demand  vdiich  way  rec 
our  nisslon  schools  if  persisted  in. 
slonerles.  But  now  his  wise  influence  ho 
the  ful ure  will  bring? 

The  telephone  rang  t^erly  on  the  26th— it 
think--who  broke  the  nevis  of  the  assassinations  duri  g  rv»««rn- 

’ morning— wild  rumors  that  the  insurgents  had  taken  over  ^  ® 

S  «nd  narta  of  the  city— no  one  knowiiig  who  hod  been  killed  and 

whS  surJirefor  Lw  intensive  the  Insurrection  tS^Dei” 

W.5  sent  in  th.  luornlnb  and  »'«  SU  of 

partLnt^  six  hours  in  trensmisslon.  Duririi  the  four  days 

?eJolution  we  hod  scouts  constantly  moving 

i?fl«ra.  obsJvlnE  davalopa^nta  to  tha  best  of  thalr  utility.  On 
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Juncture.  The  next  day  our  Lmbassy  was  heavily  guarded  with  troops, 
outposts,  end  sandbag  barricades  below  the  chancery,  as  well  as 
three  detectives  (includin^^;  our  friend  lida  from  the  police  sta¬ 
tion)  and  two  soldiers  inside  the  house,  and  whenever  1  descended 
to  the  chancery  they  insisted  on  coming  too. 

The  Mexican  Minister  ct.me  into  town  from  the  country  the 
first  day  and  couldn't  even  get  into  Ms  Legation  and  telephoned 
to  me  for  help;  I  did  my  best  through  Horinouohl,  but  the  Foreign 
Office  was  completely  powerless  ana  the  Minister  seemed  to  be 
satisfied  with  my  efforts,  unavailing  as  they  wore.  The  rebels 
were  situated  in  the  official  residence  of  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  Sanno  Hotel,  very  near  us,  and  their  banners  floated  from  beth 
buildings;  we  watched  developments  through  glasses  from  our  roof. 

The  Japanese  Government  quietly  made  all  military  prepara¬ 
tions  to  capture  or  kill  the  rebels,  meantime  maintaining  the  most 
perfect  discipline  and  order  in  the  city,  and  then  waited  for  two 
days  until  they  surrendered  little  by  little,  in  small  groups,  as 
a  result  of  broadcasts,  leaflets  dropped  from  airplanes  into  the 
grounds  of  the  Prime  Minister's  residence  and  the  Sanno  Hotel,  and 
a  big  streamer  attached  to  a  balloon,  all  stating  that  the  Emperor 
called  un  the  men  to  return  to  their  barracks,  where  they  would  be 
pardoned  because  they  hod  been  misled,  that  their  parents  and 
brothers  and  sisters  were  weeping  at  the  thought  of  their  disobey¬ 
ing  the  Emperor,  and  that  unless  they  disbanded  they  would  be  shot. 
This  had  precisely  the  desired  effect  and  the  whole  thing  was  set¬ 
tled  with  very  little,  if  any,  shooting  except  lor  the  original 
assassinations.  I  should  call  this  anything  but  barbarism. 

We  now  know  that  when  the  last  soldiers  had  loft  the 
Prime  Minister's  residence  and  the  Sanne  Hotel,  the  officers  who 
had  engineered  the  revolt  finally  surrendered  after* four  days  and 
that  the  Government  gave  them  two  hours  to  commit  hara-kiri. 

But  they  didn't  commit  hara-kiri  because  they  expected  civil  trials 
as  in  the  case  of  former  assassins  end  they  fully  intended  to  use 
the  courtroom  as  a  forum  to  stir  up  the  people  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  It  must  have  been  a  great  shoe,:  to  them  when  they  were  tried 
by  court-martial  and  several  of  them  sentenced  to  death  and  shot. 

The  story  of  one  Incident,  that  of  the  attempt  to  kill 
Count  Mokino,  is  deeply  moving.  The  old  gentleman  was  staying  at 
a  het-spring  hotel  in  the  country  when  an  officer  and  several  sol¬ 
diers  arrived  in  the  middle  of  the  night  to  assassinate  him.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  story  which  reached  mo,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  true. 
Count  Maklno's  guard  shot  and  killed  the  officer  and  was  himself 
killed  by  the  soldiers,  who  then  set  fire  to  the  hotel  with  the 
intention  of  forcing  Count  Maklno  into  the  open.  Behind  the  hotel 
was  a  precipitous  cliff  and  the  old  gentleman  was  led  by  his  grand¬ 
daughter  Kazuko  and  trained  nurse  up  onto  a  ledge  on  the  cliff  from 
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They  were  shortly  lit  up  oy  Tine 
L  them  and  the  soldiers 
iTi,  however,  the  little  grand 

who'^was  a  lovely  girl  and  a  great 

j  in  front  of  her  grandfather  and  the 

being^deepiy  moved  by  this  heroic 

-  •  always  felt  that  little  Kazuko  was 

the  February  26  incident  and  she 


which  they  could  climb  no  higher 
fire  as  if  a  flood  lifht  hod  been  turned  on 
reised  their  guns.  At  just  that  moment  ^ 
daughter,  w.  JIS/  fiww  **•  —w  .  ^  ^ 

Elsie ,  spread  her  own  kimono 
30ldioi*8  ^ 

guns  and ’did  not  shoot.  I  have  always  felt 

one  of  the  real  heroines  ol  t -  , 

certainly  saved  her  grandfather  from  death. 

JiiPAN’S  N^\.  JitA  Bx.GINS 

March  1,  1936 

The  period  of  the  insurrection  lasted  only  fo^  days  and 
vet  wo  in  the  Embassy  feel  as  if  an  era  had  passed  since  that 

happy  evening  when  we  had  the  Saitos  and  ^ce  has 

last  Tuesday.  If  time  is  measured  by  events,  certainly  an  age  has 
gone  by  since  then.  Such  things  are  occurring  in  many  parts  of 
the  world  from  time  to  time,  disasters  of  one  kind  or  another 
whether  caused  by  the  forces  of  nature  or  by  the  hand  of 
the  rest  of  us  look  on  objectively.  V<e  read  the  morning  paper  and 
aay  "What  L  taful  oataatJophe”  and  paaa  on  to  our  daUy  and 

?hJuehta;  not  eraatly  araved.  It  la  only  »hon  such  things  occur  In 

one's  midst  and  when  violent  death  and  S^L.iiv 

among  one’s  friends  and  almost  at  one's  door  that  the  shock  really 

comes  home  and  remains. 

Gradually,  from  the  eccouiits  of  friends,  we  can  now  recon¬ 
struct  the  way  the  assassinetlons  took  place,  and  not  only 
M^-orles  redound  to  the  credit  of  tho  men  but  they  show  the  true 
Htuff  of  Japanese  womanhood— how  Viscountess  Saite 

front  of  her  husband,  said,  -’Kill  me  Instead;  my  husband  cannot 

bo  spared  by  the  country,”  and  actually  P‘^  "^Snd^Lw  Mrs 

of  the  machine  gun  until  her  wounds  forced  her 

•Watanato  lay  down  with  her  husband  in  her  arms  so  that  the  assess 
ins  had  to  force  the  gun  underneath  her  body. 

Ando  pS«?«"i;ifr«?fircr\®drstcc!;rthc“Kuc?iSh^i?sv“:2«" 

tri/nStfs^rhd'iiher^i  lacuaclor  raltcrcd  Suzuhl  aahed: 
^Ald^SizSl!  “fAhSo^nred  ?h«  skats,  ’ono  grazed  hi«  cHull 

iings!  and  the  third  lodged  in  the  leg.  The  f  J?® 

ser’ous  one  and  the  Admiral  lost  so  much  blood  ,, 

t?ansfusicns  could  save  his  life.  It  looks  now  as  if  he  might  pull 
through.  Takahashl’o  murder  was  tho  really  brutal  one. 

Sft  cSSient  with  ahootlng.  the  rebel  officer  hecked  «lth  hla 
t.hon  anolocized  to  the  household  for  the  annoyance 
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Well,  we  nust  carry  on  and  try  to  see  what  it  is  all  going 
to  mean.  One  thin£  emerges  as  absolute  certainty:  there  must  be  a 
'’New  Deal"  in  Japan  oi'  the  same  thing  will  happen--a8  predicted  by 
the  defense  counsel  in  the  Aizawa  trial — again  and  again.  I  have 
confidence  in  Kirota,  but  he  is  saddled  with  one  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  problems  which  any  man  ever  faced .  He  has  a  tremendous  oppor¬ 
tunity,  in  some  ways  ths  same  opportunity  which  confronted  Franklin 
Roosevelt  when  he  took  office,  end  if  he  can  deal  effectively  and 
successfully  with  the  problem  no  should  go  d.owa  in  history  as  a 
very  great  statesman. 

It  is  easier  to  understand  how  such  things  as  the  incident 
of  February  26  can  occur  in  Japan  if  one  steps  to  think  that  the 
history  books  upon  which  the  Japanese  youth  is  brought  up  are  full 
of  the  records  of  Just  such  dooda  from  tno  earliest  times— assass¬ 
inations  or  suicides  for  motives  of  revenge  or  loyalty  to  one’s 
chief  or  the  assumption  of  responsibility  for  a  given  situation. 
Paradoxically— end  Japan  is  a  country  of  paradoxes— these  young 
officers  held  that  they  were  acting  in  the  interests  of  the  Emper¬ 
or,  ridding  him  of  the  alleged  nefarious  influences  around  the 
Throne,  men  whom  the  Emperor  himself  had  chosen.  And  there  was  no 
personal  animosity  involved.  When  they  had  killed  Saito  and  Watan- 
abe  and  Matsuo  (mistaken  for  hi a  brother-in-law,  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter)  ,  they  called  for  incense  to  burn  beside  the  bodies;  in  the 
Takahashl  house  no  incense  could  be  found,  so  they  insisted  on 
placing  lighted  candles  beside  the  murdered  statesman.  If  these 
things  are  to  be  prevented  in  future,  not  only  will  a  social  and 
economic  New  Deal  have  to  be  brought  about  within  the  country,  but 
Japanese  education  in  the  schools  and  in  the  Army  will  have  to 
undergo  a  radical  alteration. 

One  of  the  pleasant  things  which  emerged  from  the  incident 
was  the  absolute  unity  of  the  Embassy  staff  as  a  single  team  both 
in  action  and  spirit.  This  included  the  Naval,  Military,  and  Com¬ 
mercial  Attaches,  and  their  several  assistants  who  worked  with  the 
rest  of  us,  hour  by  hour,  in  the  closest  co-operation,  pooling 
their  observations  and  information  for  the  good  of  the  -vhole,  with¬ 
out  any  special  thought  ol  their  own  departments.  Although  all  our 
nerves  had  been  pretty  well  tried  by  the  end  of  the  four  days, 
there  was  never  a  sign  of  irritation  or  friction  on  the  part  of 
anyone.  Of  course  it  is  easier  to  weld  such  a  group  into  a  unit 
in  a  place  like  Tokyo  than  in  London  or  Paris,  and  we  certainly 
have  unity  here.  Our  staff  is  made  up  of  all  sorts  of  heterogen¬ 
eous  types  and  characters,  yet  no  club  membership  could  be  more 
congenial.  One  of  the  secrets,  I  think,  lies  in  the  fact  that  any 
group  of  men  who  ploy  together  a  lot  will  almost  certainly  work 
well  together  too. 
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H0\>’  OKhDA  L£>C.»P«D  AboiibblUAlION 

March  2,  1936 

The  facts  ooncernint  the  escape  of  the  Prime  Minister  now 
seem  to  be  fairly  well  established.  Larly  in  the  morning  of  Febru¬ 
ary  26  the  alarm  bells  in  the  ofliciul  residence  rang  (as  they  once 
rang  by  mistake  when  Alice  and  I  v<ere  dining  with  Viscount  Saito 
when  Prime  Minister  some  four  years  ago  and  the  report  got  around 
that  we  were  being  assassinated) .  Admiral  Okada  looked  at  his 
watch  and  remarked  to  his  brother-in-law,  Matsuo,  who  was  sleeping 
in  the  same  room:  "Well,  my  last  hour  has  come  but  I  wonH  die  in 
pajamas."  Matsuo  replied;  "Your  life  is  too  valuable 
and  while  Okada  dressed,  Matsuo  ran  downstairs  and  into  the  «®rden, 
shouting  "Banzai,"  where  he  was  pursued  and  promptly  kiilea,  oeing 
mistaken  for  Okada  in  the  early-morning  light. 

Five  of  the  police  guards  were  shot  and  killed  at  the  en¬ 
trance  and  one  wounded.  Okada  was  pushed  into  the  servants  quar¬ 
ters  and  shut  in  a  closet.  There  he  remained  until  the  next  nipt, 
when  Matsuo’s  body  was  removed  and  Okada,  disgu-sed,  simply  wa^ed 
out  with  the  mourners.  I  should  say  that  Matsuo  was  the  jeaJ 
of  the  whole  rebellion  because,  while  there  were 
and  loyal  police  who  met  death  in  trying  to  protect  their  charges, 
they  were  acting  in  line  of  duty  and  Matsuo’s  action  was  spontene- 
ous  altruism. 


HIROTA  REiRGrtNIZES 


March  5,  1936 


Cabled  to  the  Department  that  Hirota  has  been  comanded  by 
the  Emperor  to  form  a  cabinet.  I  am  very 
believe  that  Hirota  is  a  strong,  sale  nan  and 

have  to  play  bell  with  the  Army  to  a  certain  extent,  -  th^nk  that 

ho  will  handle  foreign  affairs  as  wisely  as  they  can  be  pndlod. 

Riven  the  domestic  elements  which  he  will  have  to  oonciliap.  I 

think  too  that  he  wants  good  relations  with  the  United  States  and 

will  do  what  he  is  able  to  do  in  that 

as  much  as  any  Japanese  Minister  could  do.  Ii  I 

myself,  I  Know  of  nobody  whom  I  would  have  more  gladly 

^ad  the  Government,  with  American  Interests  in  view.  To  have 

chosen  an  out-and-out  liberal  would  have  been  fatal  eSXfl- 

Prime  Minister  at  this  juncture  must  ebsolutely  possess  the  conf. 

lence  of  the  Army  and  Navy  if  he  is  not  to  be  hamstrung  at  the 

start . 

To. our  astonishment,  Hirota  iijmediately  announced  the  make- 
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up  of  his  new  cabinet,  including  Yoshida  as  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  the  press  said  that  Yoshida  was  acting  as  his  chief  of 
staff  in  choosing  the  various  Minlstors.  This  seemed  to  us  precise¬ 
ly  like  waving  a  red  flag  dt  e  bull  because  not  only  is  Yoshida  a 
pronounced  liberal  but  he  is  the  son-in-law  of  Count  IJeklno.  But 
naturally  the  Army  wouldn't  accept  him  for  a  moment,  and  it  was 
soon  announced  that  Hirota  had  run  into  hot  water  and  was  having 
difficulty  in  forming  his  cabinet  and  that  General  Terauchi,  his 
choice  for  Minister  of  War,  would  not  serve  unless  a  radical  alter¬ 
ation  were  made  in  Hirota 's  slate. 

I  can't  imagine  why  Hirota  made  the  announcement  because  he 
surely  must  have  known  that  Yoshida  would  be  impossible  end  it 
would  seem  to  put  him,  Hirota,  in  a  weak  position  to  have  to  throw 
Yoshida  overboard  and  revamp  his  cabinet  at  the  Army's  dictation. 
There  must  have  been  some  deep-seated  purpose  in  the  maneuver,  pos¬ 
sibly  to  place  squarely  on  the  Army  the  responsibility  for  tamper¬ 
ing  with  Hirota's  foreign  policy.  To  anticipate  a  little,  it  took 
Hirota  four  days  to  smooth  out  his  differences  of  opinion  with  the 
Army  end  to  submit  to  the  Lmperor  his  final  slate  in  which  he  him¬ 
self  is  to  keep  the  portfolio  of  Foreign  Affairs  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing.  Throughout  all  this  time  very  little  if  anything  has  been 
heard  from  the  Navy,  publicly  that  is.  It  is  said  that  no  love  is 
lest  between  the  two  forces  and  that  during  the  uprising  the  Navy, 
which  brought  several  ships  up  to  Tokyo,  said  to  the  Army:  "Settle 
the  affair  quickly  or  we  will  either  settle  it  fcr  you  or  pull 
out,"  and  they  did  pull  out  almost  immediately.  I  am  told  that  they 
are,  in  fact,  thoroughly  ashamed  of  the  Army's  responsibility  for 
the  whole  business.  The  story  of  Admiral  Csumi's  going  to  the 
palace  the  first  day  of  the  uprising  surrounded  by  a  large  body  of 
bluejackets  and  v/ith  two  machine  guns  is  perhaps  significant. 

KlhOTA  DI,FINLS  "lOSITIiTS  DIPLOXIACY" 

March  13,  1936 

At  3  o'clock  Mr.  Hirota  received  me  in  the  Prime  Minister's 
offioiAl  residence  and  while  I  v^as  waiting  to  go  in,  Klshl,  who  has 
now  been  appointed  Private  Secretary  to  the  Prime  Minister,  showed 
me  the  room  where  Okada  slept  and  from  which  Matsuo  ran  out  into 
the  garden  to  his  death.  Hirota  saw  me  alone  without  an  interpre¬ 
ter.  He  said  at  the  start  that  the  policy  which  he  has  been  follow¬ 
ing  as  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  would  continue  unchanged  and 
that  now  that  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Government  this  policy  would 
always  prevail.  He  said  that  he  had  the  support  of  all  members  of 
the  cabinet  and  that  eventually  he  v/ould  select  a  Minister  for  For¬ 
eign  Affairs  upon  whom  he  could  count  equally  to  support  his  policy. 

I  asked  Hirota  if  he  would  define  the  term  "positive  diplo¬ 
macy"  which  was  now  being  aired  in  the  press  as  the  program  of  the 


-10 


Uefense  Docunent  No.  206-C(l),  oont'd 


up  to  8  point  more  nearly  Sipr  4!  „  cnui  At-iTHnanese  war  would  be 
the  border.  He  said,  ®  f i«c^ed  tricooSnsh  con- 

stupid  because  neither  party  co  ♦Here  would  be  no  war  so  long 

orete  results  and  he  assured  me  that  there  wouxa  u« 

as  he  is  in  office. 

Vlth  regard  to  China  fof’fat^a  ITnlV^HTse"^' 

ha  dannad  these 

points  as  follows? 

*  A  stop  must  be  put  to  sntl-Japaneea  aotivltles  and 

ppopaesnda^lnu0hina.ood  ,,,,  -ura  raoo^ltion  or  Man-^^^ 

chukuo  by  China  at  JecoBnlUoi  o?  the  akls- 

?lnofol’MsMhu£uo  and  ?agulsrlnatlon  of  suoh  factual  rala- 

"T  ird^IiaraT^^^»  JrSa^Jraf  tr^om?at  the 
spread  of  Communism. 

eluding thrJrlSclplS  of  *"«  ?hropei* 

that  there  would  be  no  the  only  possible 

S^arin''wS?rfo?algS“rightn  and  intarasts  might  be  ind^ 

iiL:?^i?i^oriri“?&s%sriima  m  the 

future . 

Fjfore  leaving  InstruSions ,^about\he 

tor,  on  my  own  initiative  .  woghinfton  is  encountering 

difficulties  which  the  ▼  _  nooe  roods  into  the  United 

through  the  Increasing  flow  which  were  being  made 

StatelT  I  spoke  of  the  ?hf  JepanSsrEmbassy  in  Wash- 

?:^t^rtJ'':o?;r^rsfdlKfcui?i:f on  a  prSotlcsl  and  a,ultabla 
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basis,  but  said  that  in  spite  of  all  efforts  in  this  direction, 
our  domestic  industrial  interests  were  bringing  greater  and  great¬ 
er  pressure  to  bear  on  our  Government  end  it  mi£ht  become  neces" 
sary  eventually  to  ask  for  more  restrictive  efforts  by  the  Japan¬ 
ese  Government. 

Incidentally  Hirota  said  during  our  conversation  that,  as 
he  had  told  me  at  our  first  interview,  good  relations  between 
Japan  and  the  United  States  were  the  cornerstone  of  his  policy 
and  would  continue  to  be  so. 
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CwrrivpTn  TH  •TT'ini  wTPorrj^ 

November  30.  1<?36 

^hirlnff  my  cell  toc^ey  on  the  Prime  ’'ln1et®r  to  opy  my  re^rj^cte  on  return¬ 
ing  from  1.«>pve  of  ebponoe,  th**  convereetlon  »t  ^Iret  pnt<»rp<^  unon  the  recent 
election  in  the  Unlte'^  Stetee  en<’  th®  ee-urpnce  thet  th;:  Kenprel  ^oreimi  tjoii- 
cy  of  the  nrppent  p'^rainietretion.  ihclupine  the  nolicy  of  th.p  poort  neighbor, 
would  be  continued  ^or  enoth.er  ■'’out*  yeerH,  I  8t)o’'’c  e'ieo  o^  t-'e  Parverd  Ter- 
centenery  celebration  and  the  Jananese  art  exhlbHion  in  Ponton, 

When  I  asked  Jlr,  Hirota  how  thincrs  were  going  in  Jaoan,  he  reolied  that 
hie  greatest  difficulty  at  oreeent  had  to  do  with  taration.  He  eal'^  that  the 
Japanese  Army  and  Navy  were  aerioualy  diaturbed  at  the  great  incrappe  of  arma¬ 
ments  in  Soviet  Russia  wh5ch  exceeded  oveo  the  military  organization  of  the 
czarist  regime,  and  it  wae  largely  owing  to  theae  Increaplngly  heavy  Soviet 
armaments  that  the  Jananeae  Army  erv^  Ntvy  were  cpi'ine  ^or  gre«>tor  incroppoa  of. 
armaments  in  Jaoan.  which  in  turn  led  to  the  necepslty  ^or  higher  taxation. 

Since  Mr,  Hirota  on  hip  o’*?!  Initiative  had  touched  unon  foreign  a^’^aira, 

I  then  PSrCod  him  concerning  th®  renorta  in  the  nrop*  about  an  agro'mient  be¬ 
tween  Jaoan  and  Italy.  He  renlled  that  no  agreement  eyiated.  The  almnle  facte 
were  that  Italy  wae  goioe  to  onen  a  coneular  o<*'‘’lo<^  in  Hanchukuo  and  Janan 
wou''.d  eventually  do  the  Fame  in  Abypainia  and  tl  at  thla  wpa  all  there  wna  to  it. 

The  Prime  Mlnlater  then  eel-’  that  ap  regard  a  China  th"  negotiations  wore 
oroceedlog  very  elowly  and  that  they  mere  atill  baa®^  on  the  thro®  nolnta  which 
he  had  formerly  enuncieted,  nartdcu'’er''y  the  demand  that  antl-Jananeae  activity 
in  China  should  e“ape  and  that  atena  weyld  bo  tah’en  to  combat  Communinm,  I 
asked  him  about  the  renorta  to  tho  e^^ept.  that  the  Jenaoea®  demande  included 
tariff  queatlona  and  also  the  annoiotmen.t  o^  ■Tananop'*  pdvip®rp,  Hr,  ’^irota 
said  thet  thepe  nolntp  had  pIpo  pone  un»  that  th®  nu®ptlon  on  the  tariff  had  al¬ 
ready  boon  pettled  md  that  aa  regardn  •Tan"n®p®  a'’v^p®r«,  th*  aimnle  naot  wop 
that  other  countries  had  many  pdvisere  in  China  mVinrepa  .Tonon  hpd  non®  rnd  thet 
the  Jananeae  morehants  in  Chloa  were  nr®pping  for  the  an-'ointment  of  such  »d— 
vlaera.  Mr.  Hirota  said  daflnltely  that  pueh  a-^vlpera  would  b®  nurely  economic 
and  not  oolltlcal  or  military.  .He  -aid  that  obviously  th®  Chinese  0ov®rnment 
wpB  in  a  dlf^cu^t  T)08itlon  regar'^ln.g  th®  Po^ahevlat  m®nece  becaup®  th®re  were 
BO  many  OomwunlPta  in  China  Itpelf. 
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A?’  AlvDASSlDa*l  DEfr'l'TTS  ^  0'!®’'<'N-JAPA’''^9'C  ALLIAl’CU 
Droenber  3,  1936 

An  pTibpBBef^orlpl  coTlepou*'  tol<^  to<^ey  bh^t  th^re  If)  no  flotibb  In 
hl«  mind  thet  tho  Oorrarn-Jrnr'n''Be  tr^'rty  IncTud'^p  o  necrot  nl'’ltpry  psreement. 
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WEEN  j;.PANJSE-AHEKIOi;N  iiJLATIOITS  \<EFlJ  NEVER  BETTER 
•  February  12,  1937 

»  ♦  ♦  ♦  * 

I  said  I  tiiOUGht  that  Japan  was  at  present  in  a  very 
critical  position  and  that  she  really  stood  ot  the  parting  of  trie 
woys ;  Ameu  agreed  with  ne  and  said  that  this  was  wl.y  a  Ciodcrate 
cabinet  had  been  appointed  at  the  present  tine.  On  the  whole 
this  conversation  seemed  to  ne  sirnificent  because  Amau 
emphasized  so  distinctly  the  fact  that  the  present  cabinet  is 
moderate  and  it  looks  at  present  very  much  as  if  this  nltht 
prove  to  be  the  case. 


Ei.C.JiPT  FROK  UIaRY  OF  FOMO^K  STATES 

AMBASSADOR  GhlM,  page  206 
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Defense  Doc\;ment  No.  206-D(l) 

THE  CHINA  INCIDENT  BEGINS 

July  8,  1937 

Fighting  has  broken  out  at  the  I'arco  Polo  bridge  not  far 
from  Peiping  between  Chinese  ord  Japanese  troops.  Not  clear  who 
started  the  trouble,  bub  Nolson  Johnson  says  thet  considering  the 
fact  that  the  Jaoanese  conduct  r.ancuver**  close  to  a  Chinese  gar¬ 
rison  it  is  only  surprising  that  sx’ch  an  incident  had  not  occurred 
long  ago. 


fc’*'-. 

tc'*-'  V, 

,j\  -■  t  :■ 

■ 


EXCFRPT  FHO?I  Di;jlY  OF  FORI55R 
IDIITED  STATES  kMBASS/DOR  GREW, 
page  211 
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AinsRIO/JJ  MX  BRITISH  RiJrRjr^ElTTATIONS 

« 

July  14;  1937 

The  Japanese  and  Chinese  rei\Teo9nt.etjtvas  in 
yesterday  oel.isd  et  the  Uai^:irtc;;’>nt  cni  the  ^  muo 

to  express  cur  hr-ns  that  both  si.oits  v.'oali 

Britibii  Governuent  v/es  infornel  cf  cvr  FCtion  pna  the  fol-owing 
press  release  was  issued  by  the  tepartcient :  , 

The  Japanese  Aciotssadcr  and  the  Counselor  of 
the  Chinaae  -.t'Ji  oellei  at  the  lerartaen. 

morning  end  •v.au:'n-.l':?  :ed  .rr.f  >r;u'r.ion  in  ® 

in  North  Chine,  .r.u  :b.i  ot  tra  conversations  which 

ensued  botn  //ore  is-'.  'eri  ev.?roo'.  j on  of  ^ne  vlow  t.hat  an 
armed  conflict  bow.tHn  Ji.'wn  esd  Chine  »/cuLd  be  a  g 
blow  to  the  causa  of  paace  a.nd  world  progress. 

No  reinforcements  have  yet  left  Japan. 


1^. 


I 


l^CCERTT  FROM  DI/RY  OF  FORJliR  UNITLD 
STATES  AlIBi‘.SSAL)OR  GRIIV/,  page  211 
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cim.-ESE  BoiiBr,  or  srA:ioi:Ai  ^UJRT 
CKIIV.’S  PAIISJI  ABROAD 


August  29,  1937 


The  bombing  In  ShRnghpl  on  August  lU  v/ps  one  of  the  most 
horrible  episodes  in  mod'vrn  times,  T/io  bomba  fell.  Indlscrlmlnate- 
ly,  hitting  the  Crthry  end  rplaoe  Hotels  end  kil.ling  hundreds  of 
Chinese  civilians  gethered  on  the  Buna  and  elsev.'i?.ere.  Bob 
Relscheuer ,  the  son  of  an  Am-^rlcsn  misalcn^ry,  \/as  fetelly  Injured 
entrance  to  tl.-o  Cethey  and  other  Americpsa  HiPy  have  been 
killed  or  Injured,  I  \/rote  to  Dr.  end  15'rOt  Keisoheuer -In 
Ivrrulzawa.  Subsequently  v;e  received  the  most  heart-rending  first¬ 
hand  recounts  from  refugees. 


EXCIIRPT  FRoII  DUJiY  OF  FORIUIR  UinCTED 
ST/.rJS  /Jia-'.S^DOR  OREV/,  page  216 
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hull  denies  TIT.CTA'S  charges 


November  17  >  1937 

Tbe  Department  cabled  us  tbe 
adopted  by  the  Brussels  Conference  on 

Tbe  Embassy  in  Rome  th 

Tokyo  gives  the  pi’rported  ter-s  which 
rvina  and  asks  for  our  comment,  wc  r 
thc^oreign  Office  spokesman  on  No\cm 
as  "entirely  groundless." 

Referring  to  ny  telR  «ltb  ; '  fee/ir^rDeouiftlSn 
that  the  words  "united  action  no  Hull  assum.es  that  Kirot' 

“^?A-'i;ar?-inrl>^e'=?art’';rr^fra”pi:-o^  that  heeiaratlon,  «hi, 
was  phrased  as  follows: 

Though  hoping  nt^Brussels'^must^con- 

refusal,  the  States  common  attitude  in  a  situation 

sider  what  is  to  be  their  commo  maintains 

where  one  party  t’ o  other  parties  that  the 

freft^fiSn^/oth^^  fo?d^o  be  operative  in 

the  circumstances, 
ine  secretary  also  arthorise-  ne 

there  is  not  an  aj?"*  ^^Ponferonoe.  Mr.  Hull  also  understand 
Initiative  in  calling  th  «  r.  has  done  more  than  to 

tV’at  no  Government  et  the  *^°*‘*^®  '  --.ujiity  for  an  exchange  o 
^■sa^e°lts  Share  of  the  Office  with  the  Inform 

views  and  Is  »s‘o»l=!2®*  *nSld  "Ivo  any  misunderstanding  with  re 
tlon  publicly  available  tell  Hirota  of  his  apprecl 

ga?d  to  these  facts.  Ho  asked  ..e  to  tell  Hiro  ^_^^^^ 
gaiu  vw  i^4.4-«-r.ic  wifih  to  maiuorin  guuu  *  *  _ 


full  text  of  the  Declaration 
November  15* 

it  a  Havas  dispatch  from 
jppan  intends  to  Impose  on 
jplied  to  the  Denartment  that 
3er  15  described  the  reports 
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WHY  HIROTA  MISl  VDiJRSTOOD  HULL 


November  20,  1937 

Yoahlzawa,  Chlaf  oj  fltunde^sUnwilg 

flee,  told  me  in  private  tbet  there  bad  been  som 

aboul  the  phraseologv  end  f ^stance  WJ* Sovenber  l8. 
Hlrota,  which  I  bl  sSre  of  conveying  Mr. 

vfhat  happened  was  this.  In  had  ’vrltten  it  down  before 

Hull's  message  precisely  as  J  5t  to  him,  taking  no  chances 

going  to  see  Hlrota  and  actually  «ad_lt  Jo 

on  a  casual  oral  communication.  '®  .  f  maintain  good  rela- 

sincerely  appreciated  *  during  the  past  five  years  Mr. 

tlons  with  the  united  States;  tha.  during  the ^paor^i^  all  friendll- 

Hull  had  constantly  striven  ®Js  apprehension  lest 

ness  and  frankness  Mr.  -  those  good  relations  which 

the  cause  of  fostering  v'v^the  present  situation  in  the 

they  both  have  in  mind  be  injured  ly  the  presenu 

Far  East  (paraphrase). 
v,33  .  ll^tU^sn^UsId 

if  I  would  leave  wjth  ^im  the  'IJ®  f  "®°er  was  merely  a  •  •’ 

it  to  him,  but  I  Pj-®f  f  him  a  neatL  transcription  as  , 

rough  record  and  that  I  wouio  s  reason  for  this  was  that  I 

soon  as  I  returned  to  the  Embassy.  The^ 

could  not  leave  with  him  there  were  other  notes  on  the  '/ 

confidential  code  and  at  I  had  returned 

p3p.r  wMch  I  le^so^a’leftefS?!!:  3  close  para- 

to  the  chancery  I  sent  him  a  persor.i  i 

phrsso  of  th©  inosss^®* 


.ry  r 

•  ‘t 


#  JVl'- 


When  I  saw  him  at  the  time  c 
morning  I  asked  if  ’-e  had  recelveo 

had  thought  of  telephoning  me  t. 

had  sent  it  two  days  ago» . 

I  would  Investigate.  ® ® T 

met  Yoshizawa  going  in  with  ^  ' 
first  to  the  Archive  Bureau  and  1 
asked  Dooman  to  come  to  see  him  o. 
Hlrtta  had  understood  the  message 
ihat  Mr.  Hull 

with  Japan  in  spite  of  the  ®ttua 
Hlrota  had  misunderstooo  the  slgnu. 
hension." 


of  oy  call  with  MaoMvpray  ♦  this 
!sy  letter.  He  said  ro  and  that 
,o  asH  for  it.  1  aald  th J  I 
e''y  after  our  Interview  and  thr- 
•erne  out  of  Klrota's  office  we 
.cjr.  He  said  chat  it  had  gone 
ii  thus  been  delayed.  Yo®\;tzawn 
'13  afternoon  and  said  that  Mr. 
quite  differently;  he  thought 
res  working  for  good  rel'^tions 
Lon  in  the  Far  East.  Apparently 
Lficance  of  the  word  "appro- 


.Kora.er  A'.orlcan  Minister  to  China,  at  this  time  Ambassador 
to  Turkey. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.Org/doc/5 10ac6/ 


% 

Defense  Docvment  No.  206-D(l6),  ccnt'd 


H^ota  w©3  so  pleased  g'^nes^dipionatic  minions  in 

it,  tbatSe  bad  cabled  it  ^  '  I  bad  revived  my  letter  he  saw 

several  capitals  abroad,  rnderstending  and  the  actual  ^  . 

the  marked  discrepancy  Mmself  in  something  of  a 

meaning  of  the  message  and  standing  by  sending 

dilemma  as  to  whether  to  thought  that  it  would  probably 

a  revised  version  abroad.  Yoshi^'awa  tnougn  through 

be  better  to  leave  the  matter  as  i.  ij.  A-i  indicate  that 

Mr.  Hlrota’s  inadequate  grasp  of  ^ 

one  can  never  rely  on  Purely  o  „  attributed  to  any  care- 

least  that  the  misunderstandin.  .rnuot  actual  message 

lessness  on  my  ptrt  oecause  i  .c  u  / 
from  the  original  text. 


EXCERW  FFOTJ  DI^RX  Or* 
ambassador  grew,  pages 


FORh’ER  VKI'^ED  ST.\TES 
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2.  Date!  12  October  1939  to  10  June  1940 


3,  Certlficatei  Not  neceseeuT 


4,  Translatlont  Not  applicable 


7*  Robuttoli  No  oonaent. 


Bchlblt  No.._ 


DOCUMENTS 

1.  Subjaoti  Excerpts  from  Diary  of  Former  D^.  Art)a88ador 
Grew,  Entitled  "Ten  Tears  in  Japan”. 


f .  Comment!  The  following  excerpts  are  reports  of  official 
conferences  and  comnuni cations,  some  are  re- 
oordlngs  of  actual  events.  A  very  few  are 
the  personal  (recorded  as  on  official)  views 
of  the  Anbossador.  At  times  he  ndds  specula-, 
tlon  without  giving  reasons,  but  this  is  im- 
slgnlflcont. 


Appca*ently  the  Documents  oro  ndmissoble  gener¬ 
ally,  the  objootlonoblo  matters  being  harmless. 


8.  SOMHARlSSi 


g^pinn. 


Visit  by  Grow  to  Mr,  do  Romnr,  Ambassador  of  Now  Polish 
Govommont,  i*oro  ho  wr.8  informod  recognition  by  U.S,  had  influenood 
rooognltlon  by  Japan,  do  Romor  croditod  Crew’s  Influcnco  with  koopl^ 
Japan  out  of  o  Military  Alllanco  with  Cormany  to  that  timo  (12  Oct, 1939), 
and  said  that  Japonoso  wero  more  than  evor  oogor  for  friendship  with 
United  States j  that  except  for  a  small  group  tho  Japonoso  wero  now  in¬ 
tensely  ontl-Oormon. 
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5,  Fbcoerptsi 


Not  filed  under  Rule  6-B-l  as  required. 


Upon  lonrnlnr  thfit  Jarwioso  C''binot  and  Ito  bnckoro, 
Hlronuaa  and  Prlnoo  Koncyo,  woro  onxiouo  to  loprovo  relations  with 
n*S.|  Grew  dooidos  ogalnot  original  draft,  but  not  to  olnlmlao 
Anorlcon  rocont»ont  against  actlcrs  cf  Japanoro  Arny  In  China,  and 
to  avoid  soonlngly  going  to  the  public  over  tho  heads  cf  tho  Japonoso 
Oovomaor.t, 


Says  Anorlcon  Gevomnont  and  people  understand  it  to 
moan  security,  stability,  and  progress,  vhlch  Anurlcons  desire,  but 
it  has  also  appeared  to  Include,  aironp  ether  things,  depriving 
Americans  cf  tholr  long  ustnbllchod  rights  in  China,  and  to  this 
tho  Anorican  poople  oro  eppesod.  , 


In  noDcrondun  describing  bockgreund  Grew  roccgnlsos 
American  pubHc  demand  for  on  emborge  against  Japan  and  ottitudo 
cf  Administration  not  to  allow  An  .r lean  Interests  to  be  crowded  out 
cf  China.  Also  realises  o  policy  of  sanctions  nay  load  tc  war. 

However,  U.?.  'xsltlcn  In  For  '5-ot  regarded  as  important  factor  in 
Its  position  In  world  affairs,  and  tho  President  and  Secretary  cf 
State  are  dotomlncd  tc  support  that  position. 

Takes  position  that  facts  shcxald  be  given  Japanese 
people  regarding  depredations  against  Anoricons  and  American  In¬ 
terests  by  Japanese  military  In  China,  end  that  U.S.  vdll  not 
•back  down"  fnn  Its  F-r  East  policy.  Also  sees  nocosslty  of 
getting  this  tc  tho  military  through  Influential  pocplo. 

Doscrlbcs  ropcrcusslcns  from  opeoch,  being  accused  cf 
•arregnneo,  Impcrtlncnco,  and  surprising  lock  cf  diplonatio  propriety". 


DEFT2<SS  DOC.  Nca.  206r.-(l)  thrcuph  -f20)  oxcopt  206K-(li). 


Grew  infemed  by  Jnpanooo  frlondo  that  Prino  lUnlstorf 
Foreign  Mlniotorf  Far  Minister,  and  cthoro  whe  had  studied  speech 
would  fern  a  toan  tc  "keep  the  ball  rolling"}  that  such  non  believed 
the  tine  had  cone  tc  stai*t  irpTCving  U.S,  -  Japanese  rolaticns. 


Speech  is  rolocsod  tc  Jopaneso  press  at  request  cf 
Foreign  Office,  Grow  sees  necessity  cf  getting  results  pronotly 
by  both  negative  (cossaticn  cf  benbings,  etc.)  and  positive  (opting 
Tongtso  tc  fereign  trade)  steps.  Otherwise  he  sees  inpesitien  cf 
enborge ,  tc  the  downhill  novenont  cf  relations. 


•I'lifflni’i'ThJtTr. 


Soys  the  Japanese  Govoz>nnont  is  weak  and  "floundering” 
fer  lock  cf  strong  stotosnonship.  Meat  Japanese  want  good  rolaticns 
with  D.S.,  but  are  net  grasping  the  power  and  taking  noosuros  to 
bring  then  about.  Future  cutlcck  dees  net  appear  bright. 


Fxoerpt  6  —  U.S.  and  Winp-Pewer  Trooty.  _Wc_dato. 

Mentions  aclonn  connitmont  cf  D.S,,  by  Nino-Pewor  Trooty 
tc  uphold  (o)  territorial  and  adninistrativo  integrity  cf  China  and 
(b)  the  Open  Doer, 


4 

#; 


Mentions  inflaticnory  novenont  reflected  in  slower 
absorption  cf  govomnont  bends,  largo  increase  in  poper  currency, 
ncunting  Cfnncdity  prices,  and  nttonpt  tc  centre  1  prices. 
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Answering  orgmonts  that  Japan  shculd  ba  brought  tc 
toms  through  Isrlc.ticn  nnd  roducod  tr  a  soornd  or  third-class 
power  tr  curtail  her  Fnclflc  exponsirn,  Grow  favers  the  oxhaua- 
ticn  rf  dlplrnacy,  befrro  inpcslng  sanctirns  ^Aiich  enforced  wculd 
lend  tc  war. 


rnooo-APoi 


Relatiengj 


Account  rf  throe  cenvorsntiens  with  Ncrura  in  Docorbor, 
1939.  Nrnura  gave  cetogc rical  aosurancos  that  Anorican  inpresslcn 
that  Japan  was  nttorpting  tc  oxpol  Anorican  intorosts  fren  Chino 
was  orrcnocus,  that  incidents  conplalnod  cf  wore  "Occidents*  duo 
to  g^ontlc  rilitary  eporatirns,  nnd  that  ccnnorcial  llnitaticns 
(ocnopclics)  wore  tonperary, 

A  Icng  list  cf  questions  ponding  sottlmont  ras  dls- 
cussod,  as  was  tho  oxplmtlrn  of  the  treaty  cf  Ccnrorco  nnd  Naviga¬ 
tion, 

Opening  cf  tho  Yangtze  river  frr  gonornl  nnvlgatlcn 
as  far  os  Nanking  wns  ossurud. 

Ncrnira  stated  that  “wo"  nust  provont  sprood  cf  TSurcpcan 
War  tc  FSr  &n8t. 


—  1^  January  1940.  Frmatlcn  cf  Ymaj  C^lPejLt 

Ycnai  ferns  now  Cabinet  with  Arlta  as  Fcx^plgn  Ifinistor, 
Ycnal  wns  tho  non  ibc  had  blcckod  niJltary  alliance  wlth'Comany  Ih 
tho  spring  (1939). 


>:-Ju 

1^'.  a 


I'lii 

c;:  .  ■  ■  j-' 
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Inoidont  cf  Prltlsh  Crulaor  stepping  Unm  and 

taking  eff  21  Gornane  liable  tr  naval  aorvico  in  Gornany,  Just  off 
ocast  rf  Japan)  ond  explanatory  statonont  cf  British  Anbassador) 
excite  Japanese  people  and  press  to  high  pitch. 


Grofi  ocnos  tc  ccnolUBi''n  that  the  futility  cf  the 
China  canpoign  is  coning  hr  no  tc  the  najerity  cf  thinking  Jopanoso. 
Ho  boBos  this  cn  (a)  statononts  rf  an  influential  Japoneso  publioist 
who  had  boon  vitriolic  in  donunoioticn  cf  U.S.,  and  Great  Britain) 
that  ho  believed  Mr.  Hull's  views  nore  right  and  Japan  was  wrong) 
and  (b)  that  Japan  should  deal  direct  with  Chiang  Kai-shek)  permit 
nodiaticn  cf  third  poworS)  and  define  "Now  Order  in  Bast  Asia”. 

Ho  expresses  his  views  against  sanctions  ond  supports 
then  with  viewpoint  cf  other  AnoricanS)  pointing  rut'  at  length  the 
possible  war  rhlch  might  result)  as  against  a  scluticn  by  allowing 
time  tc  solve  the  problem. 


In  oenversatien  with  Foreign  Minister  4iRlTA  both  ogreo 
that  oentinuod  ornforenoos  cn  a  now  ccnnorcinl  treaty  wculd  be  futile 

f 

They  discuss  the  oentinued  and  ogfravoted  brnblngs  and 
indignities  agfinst  Anorlcon  nationals  end  interests)  with  the  usual 
results  cf  hrpos  and  premises. 

Arlta  urged  Grew  net  tc  toko  his  anticipated  leave  to 
U.S.)  as  it  night  creoto  Icprosslcn  cf  diplomtlc  broach. 


It  is  bolioved  a  Gorman  circulated  reports  in  noutiral 
capitcls  that  U.S.  ccntonplatod  taking  Netherlands  East  Indies  ever 
in  event  Gornany  invaded  Hclland.  Arita  nado  cfficinl  statement  15 
April  that  Japan  wanted  nc  change  in  the  status  quo  of  these  islonds 
Mr.  Hull  made  statonont  thot  *wo  are  alsc  interested  in  the  fate  of 
the  islands")  putting  U.S.  squarely  cn  rooerd. 
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S&ys  frcn  now  tn  future  colculuticna  nuat  bo  boBcd 
rn  hypothotlcnl  Icae  cf  Prltlah  floot,  Rccaovolt  knowa  it  and  ho 
bollovoa  Fllkio  decs. 


^  nefonse  ’V)cunent  206-E  (4) 

,  V 


THE,  B/.CKCRCU:^  cF  ;  HISTORIC  aTTiEISS 


•October  19,  1939 

The  background  of  the  speech  is  described  in  the  follcv'ing 
tremorcndum  vhich  I  gave  to  .’)oorifln,  Creswell,  and  Savith-Hutton  after  aiy  rotum 
to  Tolqro; 

'  ’During  fi".y  stay  in  tne  'Jnited  States  .Tiericen  public  opinion  ’"as 
stcadilv  harderiJig  spainst  Japan.  The  (ionunci«tio»»  of  tnr  Treaty  cf  1911 
xas  aLi.ost  universally  approved  and  there  is  cn  elMCst  un5.versal  denand  for 
an  eiiJbargc  against  Japan  nexo  vinter.  The  presorit  attitude  of  the  'd.uinis- 
treticn  is  that  we  vdll  not  ello’  ’  .-‘juerican  interests  tr  be  crowded  cut  of 
China.  If  Ja;-en  retaliates  cgeintt  an  /jserican  enbargc,  thoi-e  ±3  every 
probability  that  our  lover .iinei't  vill  ccunter-ret: liate  iii  some  for*n  or  other. 

T  have  pointed  cut  that  axe  stnrtod  or  a  policy  cf  sanctions  we 
nWBt  sec  them  through  ary^  that  such  a  pclicy  nay  ccrxeiv^blv  lead  to  eventual 
wer.  Tlrere  is,  hor/ever,  no  sign  whatever  cf  wrakncss  in  tho  adnlnistration's 
attitude  now  or  in  the  attitude  cf  tho  public.  Tne  'resident  and  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  seem  decermined  to  sipport  our  position  in  the  Far  East.  The 
fall  naval  naneuvers  are  tc  teke  place  in  Hai/aiian  tiaters.  There  has  been 
talk  cf  landing  further  i’merican  .nmnes  in  Shanghai,  but  such  e  step,  just 
before  I  left  ashlngton,  was  held  in  nbej-ance.  There  con  be  little  doubt, 
however,  that  if  the  Japanese  military  in  China  cc  ntinue  their  d.epredeticns 
against  ;-aericans  and  /■jnerican  interests,  ai.d  if  the:’  rrc':4ressively  take 
measures  tc  drive  them  out  of  China,  our  Gcverrm;ont  \;ill  tal  e  retaliatory 
measures  regardless  of  the  eve/itu^l  outcome,  and  the  ad  ardstration  will  be  . 
supported  by  the  great  najerity  of  the  American  public.  Very  little  is  now 
heard  cf  the  tdsdon  of  folding  our  tents  and  ’dthdraviing  gracefully  from  a 
pcssibly  untenable  position,  cur  rcsiticn  in  the  Far  Ecst  is  regarded  as  an 
Laportnnt  factor  in  our  position  in  wrld  affairs  at  large  end  not  at  all  as 
•  an  isolated  problem. 


Defense  Hocucient  206-2  (4) 


'■  Havine  in  inind  this  attitude  of  the  '^rioan  Govera-rent  and  -peo-ole, 

\/e  /..ust  reach  the  inevitable  conclusion  that  the  time  for  exclusive  reliance 
on  the  good  will  and  efforts  of  the  Japanese  Goverament,  as  contrasted  r.4th 
the  Japanese  nalitary,  is  past.  Hitherto  wo  in  the  Echassy  have  aimed  to 
fellow,  as  far  as  reasonable,  a  polic3’  of  avoidin,"  words  or  actions  which 
might  tend  to  irritate  the  .military.  In  view  of  the  deteri-uned,  attitude  of 
the  American  G-overnmont  and  pccplo,  I  believe  that  .noro  is  now  to  be  £ained 

I 

by  discreetly  cenveying  this  present  attitude  to  the  Japan  .pc  ..*0 /c.rnniont  and 
people  in  order  to  of  feet,  the  prc^rcilins  feeling  in  -Tapan  (at  leant  pr«’/ni]ln«: 
befere  ray  departure  in  ^ey)  that  in  the  last  anal’^sis  the  Hrdted  Strtes  vdll 
back  down.  I  do  net  new  think  thf.t  wc  ^;ill  back  do-«i,  nrf.  I  bolievo  that  the 
efforts  of  the  p/ibassy  should  now  be  directed  to-./ard  lettin^:  that  fact 
gradually  penetrate  to  the  Japanese  ccasciousness.  Crdy  daa^er,  and  nc  good, 
can  ceme  fron.  Icavinr  the  Japanese  under  a  rjisa pnrehension  on  that  score. 

Put  tlicse  efforts  of  the  rji.bassy  ’'ill  have  to  be  carried  out  with  discretion. 

During  the  past  sur^ucr  the  Dcuartrrent  of  State  was  seriously  cen- 
•  siderins  ’.riti.ag  ancther  6trc.;g  note  tc  Jaoen,  but  noo..-mn  advised  against 
it  and  I  supported  hii.:,  cn  the  ground  th't  such  a  note  would  do  no  practical 
good  and  would  .uerel-  anger  the  military,  and  that  the  record  of  cur  oosition 
was  alrordy  cc.iJlcte.  I  did,  hcviover,  take  the  ne.sitien  that  sc.-nething 
should  be  dene  tc  bring  before  the  Jepenese  reoplo  the  facts  rcgardirig  the 
"derredetions  against  aericans  and  .^mericaii  interests  by  the  Japanese  milit-ary 

in  China. 

Those  facts,  so  for  os  I  3';  aware,  are  net  jonorally  Known  even  by 
influential  Japanese,  \<ho  aro  titcrcfcrc  ir.cliriod  to  rev^rd  American  o^osition 
to  Japan  and  Jcuanese  ".clicy,  end  to  "the  nev;  order  in  East  Asia,"  as 
arbitrarily  b'-sed  on  what  they  cOiisidcr  tc  be  obsolete  legal  techivLcalitics 
cn  the  cne  hand  and  a  traditional  syepothy  fer  Chi.ac  or.  the  other.  If  any 
iiovement  is  tc  be  stertod  by  influonti':!  Japanese  to  restrain  the  .military  in 
'their  efierts  tc  fbree  Aiixricrn  interests  cut  of  China  (I  hove  in  mind,  for 
ifiStcnco,  the  nvaiibers  of  the  Privy  Cour.cil,  ;ho  prosumably  are  influential). 


-PURL:ht^^w 


s.org/doc/5 10ac6/ 


Ocfonsc  Docurient  206-S  (A)  -  3  - 


those  Japcncse  LiUst  first  beconie  e'''nro  of  the  di.tcri.dncd  attitude  of  the 
;jr*irican  Govornixnt  and  public  -nt!  the  facts  cn  ’  hich  that  attitude  is  based. 

As  long  es  ndsapprohension  on  these  points  continues  to  ..Aist,  'ac  can  hardly 
expect  constructive  steps  to  be  taken  to  i-trorovo  our  relations.*  It  is,  of 
ccurse,  qucsticnablo  ’hether  any  constructive  stc-a  cr  effective  steps  can  bo 
taken  to  curb  the*  luilitary,  but  vcf.ust  n<t  1st  that  desidcratu-Ti  go  by 
default . 

There  oust  be  no  tone  cf  thri..at  in  cur  attitude.  To  threaten  ths 
Japrnfcsc  is  '»sroly  to  increase  their  fc*n  deten-difticn.  The  attitude  of  the 
Aoerican  Covtrru.\cnt  rn''  people  nust  be  rrosent'-d  ncrclv  as  »■  pa  tent  feet 
Hhich  exists  and  should  thvrefcrc  be  ..ivon  £\ill  weight  in  fcnailatinfi  Japanese 
policy. 

•It  thcrcfcrc  secn«L;d.  to  -nd  ths  "resie'ent  rnd  the  nnv.’rt.r.ent 
concurred,  th't  in  r.iy  irdti'l  "ddress  to  the  ' ..•trric«'-Japrn  Society  on  rc- 
turnins  tc  Tokyo,  an  effort  should  be  code  to  got  across  to  the  Japanoso  tho 
real  feeling  in  th^,  United  States  '-rri  the  facts  cn  hich  that  fesling  is  based 
The  f-'Ct  that  I  sh*'.!!  cercly  be  reporting  .rj  observe tio.is  in  the  United 
Jtutes  durin  the  past  four  cenths  nill  lend  particular  fcrcc  to  this  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  I  beli-vc  th*.t  full  advantafso  should  be  taken  of  it.  Later 
speeches  »dll  not  have  this  advantage,  /iy  thought  is  to  pr^-sent,  in  as 
frientily  as  i-anr.er  rs  possible.,  the  points  ’hich  the  Uepertr^ent  had  intondud 
tc  inclu'’c  in  its  proncsed  but  eventually  abandoned  not...  Th-- *.!i.ucriC3-Japan 
Society  is  "bou^  the  only  foniai  that  v«c  possess,  iy  speech  rould  be  fairly 
v.ldtly  discussed  'nd  if  published  at  least  in  tho  Japan  Advertiser  -wauld  con.e 
to  the  ettartion  of  a  ccnsiderablo  cleMor.t  of  influential  Japanese  both  in 
thv,  Govcrn-ient  rod  out  of  it.  Ar^’  co.uplaint  th^.t  I  'vss  going  to  the  Japanese 
I'ublic  over  the  hcr.'^s  of  the  Jannntso  '’over.iv.cnt  could  be  cct  by  tho  fact  that 
prcidnent  J-'penese  have  in  ti.;fcs  nr, at  used  the  Society  tc  present  the 
Japanese  point  cf  viev  (cf.  Viscount  Ishii's  trctch  at* the  initial  dinner 
rfter  our  arrival  in  Jcna.n  in  1932)  an-^  th'-t  I  can  properly  claLi  an  equal 


privilege. 
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After  th_  speech  vas  nede,  sc-nc  cf  the  ^^ipriccii  nevapeper  cerre- 

t  ^ 

spojidcats  ^■c^c  using  such  ternis  es  "dumfeunded , ''cstouhdtd,"  ate.,  in 
describing  the  reaction  of  the  audience.  ‘As  a  ;.vjtter  of  fact,  only  Tho..?)Sv.n 
cf  the  United  Press  was  present  end  he  scooped  all  the  ethers,  vho  had  ex¬ 
pected  the  usual  diploi',ntic  platitudes,  but  i  crin  cf  the  A. 7,  and  Hugh  iv.vao 
very  quickly  begen  to  receive  calls  fror..  f’ev  York  for  vcluninous  reports, 

Ihe  Japanese  press  recctv.d  just  as  I  h'.d  expected,  soce  of  the  papers 
recusing  ue  of  arrogance,  latpcrtin^nce,  '>nd  surprising  Irek  of  diplonatic 
propriety.  The  general  trend  ^res  thi.t  in  spite  cf  Yihat  I  said,  the  Acerican 
people  simply  den't  kner’  the  facts  and  ha.vo  construed  a  fov;  unintenticnel 

I 

"accidcrits"  into  vticlcsale  dcorcd'tions.  Also  that  v/e  still  don't  under¬ 
stand  the  "New  Crder  in  East  Asia."  Put  a  fevj  of  the  p-pers,  notably  the 
Yomiuri .  which  in  the  beginning  had  c-stlgate'’  no  porsonally  for  arrogance, 
eventually  ’..ere  courageous  enough  to  intii.rte  in  vailed  lan-uago  that  there 
might  be,  some  merit  in  the  ^jr.cricen  point  of  vic.i  an''  that  it  should  b< 
carefully  examined.  Such  attitudes  here  are  -gcncrallr  rcg,ardv.d  as  sheer 
heresy,  but  they  showed  that  the  inocul''tion  v;ae  "takiiig." 


iljtce-rpt  from  T)iary  of  Toruer  U.  S.  Ambassador 
Grev/  entitled  "Ten  Years  in  Japan." 
rages  294-297 
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AMBICA'S  ALT.liM\TIV££  If  ITS  R^LATIC  rS 
‘iV;;AI?3  JAPAN 


Deceabor  1,  1939 

A  Jao&nese  rocentl^v  re’carked  that  whrt  Japan  r.sost  needs  at  present 
is  8  8tate8:aBn  of  the  caliber  of  ^rince  Ito.  I’o  such  fi.'^ure,  alas,  has 
emerged  nor  is  ?ikcly  to  emorfjc,  and  through  lad:  cf  strenp  statesmanship 
Japan  is  bound  to  suffer.  Ihe  r-ovcrru.ont  is  weak  an'*  is  "floundering."  Yet 
to  control  and  unify  the  hettro<L.enecus  forces  in  Japan  today  ;«uld  require  a 
statesran  of  alr.ost  superhutan  ability. 

The  crux  cf  Japanese-Ascrlcan  rolaticns  lies  in  the  fact  that  while 
the  Governmtint  is  prone  tc  ^ive  us  soothing  assurances,  no  individual  or  group 
in  Japan  is  etix-ng  enough  tc  bring  about  the  full  i:;;plaiiaitation  of  those 
assurances.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  great  .majority  of  Japanese,  both 
in  the  jovernnicnt  and  out  of  it,  v;ho  Vjicw  anything  about  foreign  relationships 
want  good  relations  with  the  United  States,  but  they  have  yet  to  grasp 
securely  the  power  of  directing  policy  end  taking  ..-.easures  in  the  effective 
way  vhich  alone  can  bring  about  _,ood  rclatio.is.  I.nternational  relations 
oarnot  thrive  on  Rorc  pious  expressions  of  intention.  I  have  told  thea  this, 
ar.d  am  steadily  ccntinuir.g  so  tc  toll  tl.en,  but  it  docs  little  good.  The 
outlook  Itor  the  future  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Japan  dees  not 
now  appear  to  be  bright. 


It  is  this  cutlook  that  new  requires  our  most  careful  study  and 


•concern. 


Excerpt  from  Diary  cf  Fcnier  U.  S.  Ambassador 
Grew  entitled  "Ten  Years  in  Japan." 
rages  299  and  300 
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Two  :ain  Desidorota 


•R  tt  •}» 


The  United  5:tr.t-*8  is  sclomnly  (to  use  that  80aie;.hat  overworlced 

lilsonian  terta)  ccwittcd  to  ivMicld  the  princioles  of  the  Mne-.-ower  freaty, 

prliisrily  upheld  tno  territorial  and  sdriinistratlvo  integrity  of  China  and 

the  Open  T>cor.  IhcreiJi  3ics  tho  point  of  principle. 

( 

R  «  R  R  R  * 


Excerpt  I’rcci  Diary  of  Fonacr  U.  3.  A^ribassador 
Grev/  entitled  "Ten  Years  in  Japan." 
fages  30c  and  301 
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i 


I  huve  p.lrcady  drawi  attention  to  the  bc.'iiruuig  of  an  inflationary 
f.’ovorent  in  this  uc'azitr-',  and  J  shall  Ifter  disciss  the  further  developnie*»t  of 
this  *.ove:i'.cnt  ps  reflected  in  sloscr  abscrj'tion  of  .;ovem.aent  bunds,  a  large 
iiicrepso  in  tht.  paner  currency,  and  .^canting  co.\r.odit,y  prices,  along  with 
fpr->rc8chin3  Measures  deai'nsd  to  contrtl  pricea,  /ittni.‘4)ts  to  ccntrol  the 
surely  and  daiand  cf  rice  ai'e  causim  vdde  agrarian  unrest. 


lixccrpt  frea  T'iary  cf  ?orr.Jcr  U.  S,  Ambassador 
Craw  entitled  "Ten  Years  in  Jawin." 
rage  301 
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Con  Jawin  Ec  ’'ofoatod? 


■»  it  w  “nic  Kj.iority  cninicn  in  the  r;ri)es8y,  vtiich  I  myself  share, 
does  net  believe  that  an  Ai:cricf4n  e;ber30,  even  if  it  covered  all  A.£.erican 
ex^ortetion  and  ieportatien  tc  ar.d  fi'on  Ja}'>an,  voiilJ  brinj  about  such  a 
debacle  as  would  cause  the  «Ta  jan-ec  to  vclii^viish  their  prcgrnni  in  China. 

Statisticians  have  proved  to  t^loir  on  satisfaction,  and  'rtill  con¬ 
tinue  so  to  prove,  that  Janan  can  be  defeated  by  rconoMi.c  pressure  frcir. 
without.  Put  the  statisticians  gcn4,rsll,v  fail  to  include  psychological 


factors  in  their  estiriatea. 


joccerp-t  Stc>:.  Diary  of  Ferruva*  ’J.  S.  Anbassadcr 
Gro-J  ontitled  "Toii  Yu:ra  in  Japan." 

Pages  3C1  and  302 
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Is  an  Isolstod  Japan  Desirable? 

The  ergxurcnt  is  often  nc’v’nced  that  Japan  should  and  can  be  brougnt 
tc  texms  threush  isolation.  The  corcLlrry  is  furthcr.nore  advanced  that  unloas 
isolated  and  reduced  by  econoirdc  an'*  financial  attiritlon  tc  the  rrjik  of  a 
second-  or  third-class  power,  it  is  only  c  ruesticn  of  ti:x  before  Jaoon  con- 
tinuas  her  continental  and  cversups  cxiansion,  involvir^  the  Thilippiiios,  the 
Kcthcrlonds  East  Indies,  and  other  ’  estem  Dosseosions  in  the  Far  ISest;  that 
the  tiix  to  restrain  her  e;.po!Bicn  is  . w« . 

'  ith  regard  tc  this  thesis,  I  raise  the  fcUov/ing  ccasidoraticaia. 

T.ie  resort  to  pcthcds  calculated  to  brirg  about  the  iselation  of  dcilnqu^nt 
nations  irust  presuppeso  in  th^  final  analysis  the  use  of  force.  Sanctions 
cocccncftd  but  net  carried  through  bring  in  their  wake  a  loss  of  prestige  end  ‘ 
influence  to  the  nation  declariiv?  thcji.  Sanctions  caridod  through  to  the  end 
uay  load  to  war.  Tiiis  stp.ta.i..nt  seoii.s  tc  i*  tc  be  axioyntic  and  hardly  open 
to  controversy.  In  ray  view,  tho  uso  cf  forco,  except  in  defense  of  a  nation's 
sova-cignty,  c^n  only  constitute  an  at-lssion  cf  a  lack,  first  of  ^cod  will 
and,  scccnd,  of  resourceful,  i  a^iir  tive,  constructive  statosTianship.  To 
those  idio  hold,  vdth  regard  to  the  specific  situation  vdth  wliich  we  are 
dealing,  th-’t  it  ijB  not  enough  for  good  will  and  statosnr.nship  tc  cJ’ist  only 
on  one  side,  my  rejoinder  would  be  that  tiicsc  factors  exist  also  in  Japan, 
albeit  in  latent  ferr.  until  nc*/,  anf'  that  one  of  thw  functions  of  dlplcnurcy 
is  tc  bring  these  factors  into  full  viper.  Shidcharr  diplc-..acy  has  existed} 
it  can  exist  again. 

There  vUl  bo  tine  encu;^;h  to  spe-k  of  sanctions  when  the  resources 
of  diplomacy  shall  have  bcon  exhausted.  At  the  no.xjnt  cf  this  v»riting,  those 
resources  have  .lot  yet  been  oxhaustod.  By  nature  Jiot  a  defeatist,  I  bolievu 
that  these  resoirrccs  osy  yet  vln  the  day. 

Excerpt  froci  Diary  of  Fonder  U.  o.  icubasaador 

Grew  entitled  "Ten  Years  in  Japan." 

Fayes  JOk  and  305 
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r’RiTj  Co:,V.ir(S  -.Vl!,‘’S  mth  foreign 

.  i:0  £Ti,n  iVC:-?UR>i 


Drcurbcr  U,  1939 

^  Ttic  Foreign  ’ 'inis ter ,  /.dairal  r^orurr,  nsk.-.d  i.o  to  call  on  him  in 

^  his  official  residence  at  2:3')  today.  Haviu"  b  ..n  clcoct.d  v.dth  the  Trirx 
'inister,  he  car-.o  fiftccr.  rlnutes  1-  to,  v..rv  rDolc-<-tic  for  the  delay.  Tha 
intwrvle“’  I'etcd  for  one  heu»’  and  a  half. 

The  Mi.ister  srid  th<  t  he  v.as  flad  to  j-esuiae  our  talks,  the  last  of 
»’hlch  had  occurred  on  .tovcrb.r  rnd  th-.t  he  was  sorry  for  thw  delay  in  con- 
Un.:ir.S  the,-...  He  s'i"  Lh-t  he  had  c~refrlly  studied  the  stateOnts  ^vhich  I 
redo  at  our  last  u.cctjr^  as  well  as  the  docucents  left  with  hie;.  He 
censiriered  very  valuable  the  suticestiens  '/hich  I  have  nade  to  hiei'Mth  regard 
to  tile  ianertance  of  furnish.i.r;r  direct  avide.xje  of  tho  intention  of  the 
J?'.>anf8e  nuthcriti^.s  to  put  an  end  to  tile  bombings  of  Aiae'rican  yroporty,  the 
insults  to  Ar./,rican  citizens,  and  the  cr.croech.'.u^nts  on  ;j>crican  coi.jiicrcial 
-ctivities  in  Chi;r.  vjhich  riust  be  rc  ;oved.  /d^ir-l  Kcnuxra  realizes  that  the 
ir.pression  -exists  in  the  United  States  that  these  various  acts  h-ve  been 
deliberate  arx<  that  thcr-.  is  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese 
autlicrities  to  cxrel '.uiricon  inter,  sts  froia  Chirr  .  He  wanted  to  give  ne 
catwgoiical  9ssur.''nc  s  tict  such  rn  L^aression  is  a  lidsunderstanding  and 
cciitrary  U  f'^ct.  kilit'ry  optriticrs  on  rn  unnrecedontedly  gigantic  scale 
ever  extensive  -'re  going  on  in  China  ond  all  of  tho  incidents  ca.id  c'ses 

cl  'vhjch  V..  h'vc  cc.rDlaii,cd  h-vc  been  accidents.  The  J^p^ancse  forces  h-'ve 
bes^n  erdtr-d  tc  pay  every  "ossible  atterition  in  thoir  oov.' .r  to  protect  and 
.  rescect  ir.c;-ican  Ta-o-pv-i-cy  and  citizens  in  China.  The  Mnistor  said  thr.t  he 
had  discussed  this  .-arttv-r  vdth  his  ccOTetor.t  colleagucj  in  the  cabinet  and  he 
could  tell  no  »'s  >•  f-'ct  th^-t  th.,  personnel  of  the  niilitary  ccnmrnds  in  China 
has  been  so  arranged  as  to  enrur-  this  ’■rotection  and  respect. 

'•dndrrl  ?’o,.uira  went  on  tc  sny  that  such  lirltrtions  to  the  comcrcial 
activities  of  /xoricans  in  China  as  Irve  cccurvod  are  "  result  of  tho  ndlitary 


opei’ati(..;i3 


such  operations  not  being 


icludiiig  cc.trol  of  tlio  occiriet'  nro 


c<n3cn-.nt  vlth  the  rc.nctfhl  i-njoyi-ant  of  orr'irvrry  co..i,..crcia  1  rights.  Those 
i  livit-ticns  fire,  hcj-ovei,  exctntio;rl  c.iil  torpor  cry  wd  cur  ri  iits  will  be  re 
stored  when  p.occ  cc^es.  It  ’'ill  only  1.  ?d  to  nlsunc  orst'nding  cjid  confusion 
to  6orKr“J.ise  cjid  to  fcrccast  future  ccnditJ-cnr  on  the  Vsis  of  tiicse 


touipoi’ •’.ry  circu..8t''nc 


r.^nticn^c’  sroo  cf  the  diff  :ru't  Mcys  in  which 


being  injured,  includin;3  the 


setting  up  of  licnonelies  v,hich  ruir.eci  the  business  cf  vrrious  uarrienn 


interests.  It  scc.".ed  tc  n.c  di.'’<'icult  to  cxplcin  those-  ;i/nopoli 


r.stricticns  's  d’le  to  r/ilit-ry  n-ccssit 


The  winistcr  scid  thet  in  wnr 


tiex  it  boovTc  neecsserj'  to  centre  1  co^•.■x<^iti^.s  'irJ  th-t  the  .«nor>olics  end 


ether  hcndic'’cs  cciild  b.  cx'l”incd  e:i  tMs  b^sis 


I  ccimtered,  however,  rath 


‘■'tcnle  tlu,  i:-'r;,S3icn  tlr. b  thi;’r  +  I’c  intended  tc  b-  ccri.nnent  rrjrJ  th^'t  I  v/culd. 


v;clcc;:c  concrete  evidcnc.  be  the  ccntrciy 


tod  th^  '  esm-  nets  :i»rv.a  .ic  by  his  predecessors 


t  int  nticn  to  drive 


the  strictest  ordv-rs  to  the 


nobl^f.s  in  Chir.r  should  be  dt-rlt 


contrer.-'; 


;ith  both  in  Tok;'o  -i-.d  in  th^  fivld  c.r”  he  rccj^eatod  thet  .-w-ericen  officials 


i»i  tlu  field  should  keep  in  clcs^  t>;uch  with  loc'l  J:ip''r.jSo  offici'ils 


•xricen 


d  ir- 1  r<.-..arr.  s-id  tu  t  Ihc  c'ses  beth  of  bodbings  of 


loric-n  citisers  vcoro  deer:  rsin;;.  In  Tekhoi  end 


r.d  insults  tc 


e  to  '*ny  ...xric'Jii  property 


Penning,  fer  ir.st'nce 


Iso  bnirif  tr'k.en  to  fccilitrt 


Co-rstructiVv.  u ''.eiu'c.s 


icen  coirircc,  ss  in  th-  c'sc  cf  sbiiW-nts  of  voed  oil  Crc..;  Kanko”j  ond 


to--;.  The  ?/lnistv-r  wns  th-as  in  a  ’’'osition,  he 


3"id,  to  point  cut  thet  -ossibl':  :r.'.s:a'f-s  bcl:g  t~l<wn  in  lin^-  with  th; 

v-ilu-’b!'  EU2:gcstlonr  :hich  I  hrd  v^<'c  '.t  our  Inst  :ccting.  ’do  '5pprcc?''.tcd 
iX'  henoPt  desire  tc  i::rrcv<.  i  ^1’  tioi.s  t-nd  by  r?.y  ef  rccirrccstins  this 


dth  the  TTcoor  nuthcritioS  such  .-ncasurcs  as 


ettitudo  hi;  was  now  ^tudjdn, 


could  pr cporly  be  taken 
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/.c’:.ir'  l  Kci-iaa  -xu'csscd  thw  r-^fr^t  th't  he.  5nd  I  ^'’orc  ;.r.king 

« 

joint  .efforts  to  i...crcvv-  rolitioi.s  thoto  efrorts  v;oro  bcirig  injured  by  the 

*  8t:xti..cs  too-libor'.l  cxprcnrjciiS  cf  c_'inicu  by  ie'^ortrnt  people  in  tho  United 
f-t^tes,  i:icluC'in£‘  st' :r/J'.ts ith  rt.j;' rd  tc  ^  potsibl'j  a'.’b».i\’o  n.jsinst  J?pan, 

At  this  point  I  exiled  hin  cittcjitic  n  tc  the  frsedee.  of  the  ienci’icon 
ore  as  ^nd  of  public  discussion.  I  orid  tlr.  t  (xptri-.nci  Ir^d  taught  us  th".t 

* 

r-oasurcs  to  control  the  utt  r^r.c  s  of  th..  press  or  of  individu'.:is  often  de- 
ffcctod  their  c  n  cbj.ct  bv  c'lusinf  "n  int..riPific''.ticn  if  those  utterances.  I 
«/’dcd  that  th-  cubllc  st:.tce.v,nt.-  cf  in.’ivi'-’u’'.]  o  cui-sido  the  Govornnent,  even 
though  these  individu'ls  ..d^ht  be  in  close  touch  /dth  the  Cc/om..<3nt,  did  not 
necossorlly  reyu’cs.nt  th>^  Jev^rn.  .ent '£  vi»..*‘'s.  The  J  inister  srilingly  observed 
tlrt  the  8''*.o  fdtu-tic.-i,  especirldv  ’.ith  r-.y  rd  tc  th«;  press,  cbtjincd  rise  in 


Jv.pon. 


Ttic  ?  inister  tli  n  srid  th  t  ho  desired  to  present  cert-'in  fipures  to 


e.ect  st.'...  of  .py  reprccuit' ticj*  in  cur  lost  ccnfs-rcieco  end  i.'y  ccncrcto  pre- 
pc.E?ilP  fer  th'-  sottle.-*erit  of  pejidirr,  rui.stlc.es.  Uo  snid  thot  the  list  of 
c'sts  which  :  iv.’d  pi*csent-.d  tw  hi*.  Iv  rt  b^ji  c'rciUlli'  -nr.lyzed  ar.d  c  rcsa..o 
dr' '■»!  up  c.n  tile  bcc-is  of  av^ilrbl'.  dc  cu  efits.  Ke  t.'ereupon  handed  ■..c  cn  in¬ 
fer  '1  dicur.Uit  in  J'’pan^8o  vii-ch  h-  thi.u>it  1  '/.’eulo  'Probably  vdsh  tc  have 
tr'.rJ5lat.-d  '-.r^  he  re:.d  tc  .„e  the  fcllc-.d-n*:  resuac: 

.  R'.'sr  .t  -Tit'  ticnL  ackncvl  <5 god  cr  ansriv-red  179 

b.  ii^pr  .sentaticns  net  »..cI:ncv<l'-daOd  or  cns"-ri.d  203 

(1)  Tc  "dcne-  lcdiia-iont  cr  reply  ri/:uix’cd  22 

•  (2)  ict  •?cknc'''lcd£;ed  but  the  contents  do'ilt 

’.dth  by  cct.-unic  tien  to  the  appropriate 
officials  in  Cliina  27 

(3)  i’ot  ••’ns.'^ered  hit  s-ttled  locally  cr 

de^t  nlth  3 

(A)  InveGti-;  ti.cns  still  on  but  net 

'T-t  ':ns’''wr;d  110 

(5)  Msci  llcn'-cac  36 


11 


ft 
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Adjniral  Nor^ura  exfressed  i-e';,ret  thnt  3on»i  of  oxr  representations 
hed  net  beai  acknowledged  cr  answered,  owing  to  clericnl  oversight,  tut  he 
assured  rae  that  all  of  our  reniesentaticns  wore  receiving  attention  and  that 


the  competent  officials  were  seohing  scluticns 


Some  cases  had  been  settled  or  v;cro  about  to  be  settled,  and  they 


amounted  to  thirty-nj.ne  in  all.  In  these  cases  the  xnvestisotions  had  been 


completed  and  the  Jaj^nese  officials  wore  in  touch  with  our  own  officials  in 
Shanghai,  tiy..ng  tc  fire^  solutions.  The  minister  said  that  It.  Yoshizav.-a 


would  explain  either  to  ?  r.  noenvan  or  to  ran  t!ie  details  of  the  informal  docu' 


ment  which  he  had  ha.xJed  to  mo  a;r'  -.vould  also  be  glad  at  all  times  to  discuss 


pending  questions.  He  said  he  thought  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  have 


’eshizav’a  end  he  reconaiended  that  the 


periodical  and  frequent  talks  witli  '  r 


officials  of  the  I’orei::n  Of  Ice  and  the 


ibsssy  constitute  themselves  as  a 


these  ’^ending  matters.  Thus,  speedy 


sort  of  nennanent  copndttee  tc  deal  •  it! 


settleinent  of  these  queotiens  could  be  made  or  agreer.ent  reached  as  to  how  to 


solve  them  and  this  should  lead  to  mere  stable  rolotiocs  between  Japan  and  the 


Ujoitod  States 


Tlie  Ilnister  alluded  to  the  nr  css  re-orts  that  there  are  ever  six 


h'udred  cases  awaiting  solution.  Such  incorrect  reports  .idslead  the  public 


a.ri  injure  oux’  relations.  He  thought  it  rfould  bo  useful  to  publish  the 


actual  ffctc  and  su/gested  that  'T.  Yoshizav.a  get  in  touch  v;ith  us  v/lth  that 


end  in  view 


The  Sinister  then  said  he  would  nenv  lilic  tc  talk  "off  the  record." 


«ith  re,v;ard  to  our  treaty  of  cois.iorce  and  nsvi^ition  he  said  that  "even  if 


the  treaty  expires,  1  hope  that  rolatiors  nay  be  maintained  in  a  normal  way 


aiid  that  there  will  be  no  cause  for  ttvi  peonle  of- both  countries  to  get 
excited  cbout."  Janan's  trado  with  the  United  States  rocroser.ts  a  very  largo 


percentage  of  .Tapan's  entire  trade,  end  if  ccsmcrce  with  the  United  States 


should  be  Impaired  Japan  would  obviously  have  to  esel:  other  ccavcercial 
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A,  this  8oa,^<i  to  to-cc...tsin  sn  tts-eot  ard  ss  I  felt  it 

Blfht  elso  be  interrretca  ss  sn  io-!rcot  aoyo  to  open  oosotUtiora  for  a  ne» 
treaty  or  for  a  godus  vireodt,  I  read  bo  the  finistsr  a  close  paraphrase  of 

j  *  *va  Tnroifso  A-'bat.e.’i ’or  cn  IfoVM.i’oer  2U,  ejphasizing 
Secretary  Hull's  rb;.wii{s  to  the  Japai.cso  A,.j5b4-ei.. 

tWs  oensiderations  centsir^d  is  the  last  »ra;:raph  U  the  effect  that  the 
icericau  Cover.b,.ent  did  not  fe.l  it  .i«a.a.,b.,nt  upc,  itself  tc  tshe  the  initiative 
in  probosint  practtcal  axacares  for  rr  eva.s  the  obsbaclcs  for  friendly  rela- 

tlcns  betvfccn  the  tv.v  ccuntrios. 

I  then  took  up  nith  the  Unister  th'  rollo..lnt  natters! 

1.  furth-r  attach  on  tufubt  1  on  the  liitheren  Brethren  Mssien  at 

Tungpeh,  Honon  (Njiius  cr.se). 

2.  Intcrfcraicc'v:ic.h  the  -ron^rty  of  the  CatheUe  Mssici.  at 

Sinsl-n...  ^  .ifltcr  the  n,.rtinci.t  parts  of  Fcipir.ei's  telogrriu 

cf  (cteber  20  ^vith  r^.rC  to  ueb  attacks  on  the  l=Vcc  -ithooist  Kission  at 
Chenliu. 

A.  ,  asked  the  ..anister  to  ^vc  his  corsoral  sttetion  »!d  interest 
■  bc  a  subject  discussui  by  .  r.  Crocker  hit!  hr.  Subukl  ccnccrnin,  tnc  sabbins 

UP  in  the  ahsssy  rf  a  redio  raceWi^  set  in  order  that  -e  ndyht  obtam 

j  fitiT  our  Ijvorruiiont  in 'Washington.  I 

direct  infenuation  and  news  bi.lotinc  fic.T.  our  .ovex 

.aid  that  such  sets  ckisted  in  ,..csb  of  «.r  ir.Pcrt.-nt  Fcreicn-borvicc  ostablish- 
cents,  Japan  boi,v,  -  cf  the  .sin  ovceoUens;  tr.t  it  !«s  in  th.  inten-ost  of 
both  oui-  countries  that  i,'o  ohculd  maintaii^close  and  rapid  coenunication 
.a*  .Slton,  =«i  that  >*ile  i  did  net  ,ish  to  csk  r.r,lssicn  for  establish!.* 
such  c  set  ir  the  Ibhass-  (becausp  thi,  -k.  a  ciplccctic  riyhb  uhid.  could 
-ropcrly  exerciso  vdd.C!!!  crelsslc).  !.evertlKless  i  -.ould  prefer  be  obtain 

the*  d.fi!.lte  approval  cf  the  Foreifin  (fflco  before  proceeding. 

5.  I  told  the  WrJster  of  tho  f-cta  ccrcrri.*  the  Tuckor  caco  and 

nf  th.!  Hidbsprobd  int  rest  -..hich  the  erse  lv.d  aroused  in  the  United  States. 

I  said  that  I  trd  rccavcd  erny  telograei  fro.!!  l.'r!crt  e!t  p-acplo  at  hexo  . 
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«rr.s6i«!  in  th.  c-  ,<•  fn-t  our  :o»omn.;nt  also  tco!<  »n  official 

interest  in  it.  I  s  id  th-t  Ir.  lucter  h  d  been  rele-.eod  fro..,  trlsen  naor 

«.r.  Six  weeks  in  3-il  but  tV  t  ii.  wrs  to  be  tried  within  tlu.  n  it  f-i.  weeks 

-  TT  —-ri  ■< #1  t ion  m  oGssin*!  cut  ccrt-in 

fer  vhr.t  I  understood  vrs  en  l.ic..acr-cion  xn 

j  ^  t.r  r  v .  tV  t  tht.  r  a  1  r  isult  of  the  c?.se  ’./ould  un¬ 
lit  ercturc  net  orprovod  in  tr.t.  cnv.  i. 

doubttdlv  be  -ublished  in  the  United  Sftes  nd  ..Ijht  have  en  enpertent  etfeot 
on  tl.c  isr-ricer  vubllc  -s  veil  is  en  .r.  Tuc  xr's  l-ri-.u.ds.  I  elided  th-t,  net 
■,dshi.iS  tc  Interfere  vdth  tin  r.orirrl  rroc.ss  cf  Jsn-.n.s.  lueUee,  1  had  nrde 
nc  fer.tel  refres u>t^tlr.,.s  in  th.  c-..e  but  i  rfsbed  the  i  inister  to  knew  el 
tlv  Ken.r-1  interest,  inclekiins  cf.'icirl  inter.sl,  evoked  in  the  U^dted  States 
by  the  eeso.  The  !ii.d»ter  s-ld  th^t  it  ..uld  bo  very  di-'fieult  ever,  for  him 
to  interfere  in  this  e-se,  vhich  -s  in  the  Ir  ,ds  of  the  n.  n-rtoent  of  J..stl=e, 
"lid  he  fJ-t  bortrin  th~t  ir.  -^uckcr  :  ould  rccciv-  fv;!!.  jucticc. 

The  fcricr.vin3  nress  rclc-ao  '  TG  r.^rocd  upon:  linistcr  for 

Fcroi(»n  Affairs  -•’.iv’  th-:  .'mcrlc'n  ;;r.b' sr"  •or  fcedov  c<  .itmuod  their. t 
coverint  the.  gone.rM  field  cf  J.- ni.ec-A.x;lc- n  reV  ticas  in  r  :.utunlly 

constructive  ^ ir it  s " 


0ccc4ub;.r  13,  1939 

.'*.-nii-l  r>:;.iur-.  f.o  t'  c^ll  or.  hLu  too-y  ct  tho  yorci-Gn  Office 

in  r  CO i.vcrs'ticn  -^lica  I'.etcd  one  hour  .A  irlf  h.  re-d  to  .ac,  through 
Vr.  Icuchi  -s  xntcrprctvr,  ..v’  then  h.ndod  tc  th.  tirt  I  ot 

cncc  conve-yed  to  the  hcix-rtiRCiet . 

The  i/inister  irdi.rxet'  itt  def.idt.ly  tn-t  tho  dsrsh-se  Ocverveent 
intend,  te  open  th-  YanHi.-.  .Uver  f  ri-cb  l  nsvijiUon  ns  for  ss  iJnnkIng  "in 
shout  f-e  months."  The  !'i.dster  edded  thrt  for  th.  time  beint  oerfin 
restrietieim  wculd  ;«b-hlv  h-.vc  to  he  Imeesed  or.  ...on  nnvig'tler.  ot.lnK  to 

the  ndlitnry  oper-tims  in  Chit>"  . 

The  :  inister  dtflnita.7  proposed  ihc^JS  yiven^  to  c  rry  on 
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'•-’trienn  corurtrc^r.l  rcl  tic-ns  ftcr  the  o»'ir''ticn  cf  the  presuit 
c,.ty  (,f  coiErx;rcc  -nd  ir.vig  ticn  'nd  cx;?rc.88cd  the  hc|>o  th-'t,  -  s  Uttl.,  ti.k. 

^  >  I*  ft  b>,fcrc  the  expir^Uen  cf  th.  tr.  Tty,  nu^Toti- ticv.8  fer  "  n-.u  treaty 

ccnu:vncc  shcrtly,  if  po^sibl.  b.fcro  Christ^e'-s.  I  replied  thrt  I  h^d 
nc  inatiucticna  ulth  regnrd  tc  thi;,  r.r.ttcr  c,id  nsked  if  the  lliustcr  desired 
foe  tc  ccnmunic-.te  this  te  r.y  ?cvera,:nt  ts  t  definite  rropos'l  fro..i  hia.  He 
replied  in  tlic  f.  f fir.uative . 

The  iinister  rise  touched  en  the  fcllcwing  points; 

1.  Cui’  prebl^.-j  were  divii.d  by  tlic  .Inirter  into  'rxsitivc"  rnd 
"ncj’Uve-  cstegcrics.  I  r.;lied  th-^t  befve.^  our  two  countries  there  exist 
certain  differences  cf  oninion  iiiVL-lvirg  .-rr  ttors  cf  fund-raent-l  nrinciple, 

^•hich  f>8  the  Mnistor  cencaved  tiKn  rai;ht  net  fell  within  either  of  the 
r.bevc-rxntioned  CTtcjeries. 

2.  In  .ny  cciivcrs-.ticn  with  the  Minister  en  Nevcinber  4  I  dc  net  re¬ 
call  iiK^nticninj  th^  possibility  of  bringing  •'.bout  in  the  United  States  H" 

% 

speedy”  reversal  of  aubllc  or inion. 

3.  After  He^raira  had  con  leted  his  st  t^eent  --nd  I  had  expresoed  ry 
cv-n  appredatien  cf  the  Jap''a:sc  Tcvem..'int's  efforts  to  i  r^'cvo  relations 
bctn.cn  cur  tve  countries,  I  cc  nvey.d  te  hio.,  infenoMly  and  fUlly,  cs  under 
qy  Govemnenfs  instnicUens,  the  rc-cticn  cf  the  D.rc.cdi,xnt  to  the  stntc.o.nt6 
fl'.de  tc  re  by  th.  .’inist.r  en  Occorb.r  4.  This  Lcluied  the  cbs.rv  tun  of  tho  ‘ 
Dcjy.rtfl*,nt  that  it  f^as  tliat  th.  efftrts  of  the  euthco'itles  cf  Jcpf.n  thus  frr 
have  little  r.are  th-n  "touched  the  frinyc  of  the  prcbleo." 

4.  1th  r.a3->rd  te  the  f  c  "cc...par;iec"  '•no  rxr.cpelics  .Vomura  said 
that  it  ird  beco.Tc  necess'ry  to  set  up  "eccnerlc  blocs"  '•norv:  Kar.chuloio,  Japan, 
and  Chirr  in  order  to  ovcrcc..ic  difficulties  in  -lucstiens  cf  naticnal  defense. 

But  he  decl'red  that  Jap-n  has  no  intentien  cf  excluding  ether  countries  and 
is  "quito  rea.iy  te  ycaccrc  for.irjn  canity."  :.hrn  I  asked  the  iinister  "Cn  a 
ncn-discrimir.ncry  Bnsis?",  he  replied  c.r.ly  th't  foragu  pr.rticip'^tion  vculd 
be  v-elcciR.-  in  t.acsc  enterprises. 
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J''r'‘?r.co.,-;.n.ricin  ccuccrclr.!  rcl  tiens  "ftwr  th»-  o^'ir'ticn  cf  the  pr^-scrit 
treaty  tf  cocuxTCc  ■'.nd  irvig  tien  'nd  expressed  the  hope  th''t,  es  littl,  ti-'ik. 
it  nc\i  1*  ft  bi.fcTc  the  expirrticn  tf  th.  tr.  ity,  nojTOti'' ticwp  fer  ^  n'.vf  treaty 
c<  uld  cr  n'janc>-  shtrtly,  if  possiblj  b^^ftre  Chri8tc''s.  I  rcoli-d  thrt  I  h?d 
nc  instructitno  ^dth  r-g^^rd  tc  this  r.Rttcr  Ciid  nsk^-d  if  the  liaistcr  ricsirod 
rx  to  ccnniunic' te  this  tc  njr  Ceveraent  "s  definite  propos'l  fro..i  hLa*  lic 
replied  in  tlic  ffirViXitive. 

The  J  inis  ter  else  touched  en  the  fcllcwin<r  points; 

1.  Cui'  prcbl^.'.s  -.Here  divii  d  by  tlic  .±pi£?ter  into  ''pcsitivc”  r.nd 
"nej? ti Ve ’*  cstcgcrics.  I  re^'licd  th''t  bct'vc.Ji  our  t'.io  countries  there  exist 
cert-in  differences  cf  oninion  iimlvirg  .r  tters  cf  fund'^r.ient'!  principle, 

•vhich  ra  the  I’inister  conceived  then  ndjht  net  f”ll  •vithin  either  of  the 
r.bevc-;xntion  ed  cPtcgerie  s . 

2.  In  iuy  ccjwcrs-.tifn  ”;ith  the  I'inistcr  en  ^k;■vcnbe^  4  I  dc  net  re¬ 
call  )t».ntionin'v  th^  ocssibility  of  bringing  ^.bcut  in  tlu  United  States  "p 

% 

speedy”  rov'.rs''!  of  public  or  inion. 

3.  After  Itoairn  h^'-d  com-  leted  his  st'  t«-:.ent  •’nd  I  hid  expressed  ry 
evn  pppreciTtitn  of  the  Uep^'n^-.s'.  'kvem.riint^s  efforts  to  i-jTcvo  r^-lstions 
bctt'v-cri  cur  tve  countries,  I  cc  nvey-d  tc  hix.,  infenvlly  rnd  fully,  cs  mder 
ry  Cknren'.mcnt's  ins  true  tie  ns,  th-  rc'cticn  cf  the  D-p:-.  rt.xat  to  the  str.te.’xntE 
b'.Hc  tc  nc  by  th-  hinist.r  on  Oeceiber  4.  This  itcluded  the  (.bs-rv  tion  of  the 
Dojy.rto-nt  ttist  it  f-els  tlv.t  th-  efftrts  of  the  cuthorities  ef  J:p:.n  thus  f^'T 
trve  little  norc  th^'.n  "touched  the  frinyc  of  the  preblsm." 

4.  "ith  reg-'rd  tc  tli-  f'e  ”ce...?r  nice"  "no  nenupclies  ICcnurn  s-’id 
thet  it  Ird  beccac  nocess'i’.v  to  set  up  "cconcrdc  blocs"  '•pvrm  Hnnehukuo,  Jrspnn, 
Q'ld  Chirr,  in  order  to  ovcrcc..v;  difficulties  in  -^u-stiens  of  rintionrl  defense. 
Put  he  decL'red  th^t  Jnp''n  h?.8  nc  intentien  cf  excluding  ether  ceuntries  r.nd 

is  "quits  r-r.iy  U  raceme  forvi.-;n  ccpit-l."  .  hrn  I  r.sked  the  l  inister  "Cn  n 
non-discrimir.'tcry  B^sis?",  he  replied  cer-ly  th't  for-igu  rticip'tion  v.culd 
be  relctm-  in  these  enterprises. 
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5«  Tie  Minister  observeH  that  with  reg'Td  tc  currency  questions 
they  "had  to  finrnce  the  /rmy"  but  that  these  discriioinutions  "when  tiie 
fighting  stops  and  a  Tcvemncnt  cf  China  is  set  Uf  will  be  nodified." 

6.  The  Unister  said,  "off  the  record,"  at  the  end  of  cur  conver¬ 
sation  that  we  icust  prcvait ,  in  the  interests  uf  both  our  countries,  the  war 
in  Europe  from  spreading  to  the  Far  East  and  that  Jaoanese-Aiiacrican  concilia' 
ticn  will  be  a  pcwerful  factor  in  evoidinp  Juch  a  contingency. 


’'ecc.Tber  22,  1939 

In  an  interview  vtLtli  the  Mnister  for  Fcroion  Affairs  this  evening 
I  conveyed  to  him  orallv  the  t^'C  separate  stetenents  substantially  as  sot 
forth  in  twe  para,:raphs  from  the  State  neport;'ient ,  dated  yesterday.  I  also 
quoted  the  hep.rt.uent '  s  instruction  of  hcoonher  13,  which  I  handed  to  the 
tinister  in  the  form  of  a  2££  nemoria_. 

Adtolral  fic.-nura  replied  orally  in  Jananese  and  tlie  interpreter  later 
handed  me  the  fcllovdng  translation  of  his  remarks: 

"The  fact  that  the  American  Icvemiuiit  ha  a  decided  to  take 
neasures  tc  facilitate  normal  cowercial  relatiOTiS  oven  after  the  termination 
cf  the  offectiverKSS  of  the  Japa n-Arc ri ca  co.nmercial  treaty  and  Your 
Excellency's  efforts  in  this  direction  ere  greatly  aporociated.  However,  the 
question  of  the  conanercial  treaty  is  not  lindted  tc  the  cc.'iuiercial  relations 
betweai  the  two  countries  but  does,  rather,  in  iMny  ways  rel'^te  to  the 
general  relations  between  r-ur  two  countries.  For  example,  even  if  co..ir.ercial 
relations  are  maintained  on  a  nearly  aormnl  basis  without  specific  agreement, 
it  is  impossible  tc  forecast  day-to-day  conditions  in  such  relations.  This 
is  an  uncertain  yrospect.  In  view  cf  those  censideratiuns  and  looking  to  the 
improvement  of  relations  between  the  'Jnited  States  and  Japan  from  the  broad 
viewpoint,  I  earnestly  request  that  Ycur  iicccllency' s 
careful  considereticn  to  the  question  of  concluding  a  modus  vivendi . 

"I  nay  inform  Your  Excellency  that,  as  :?r.  Yoshizawa,  Cliief  of  the 
/jterican  Pureau,  hes  already  communicated  tc  Tr.  Dooran,  Counselor  of  Your 


lovenucent  give  very 
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.']I>.collency' 8  SHjasay,  the  Japanest  '’overniKent  after  careful  stu^^y  of  the 
question  from  the  above  vievrocint  has  preoered  a  draft  mc^us  vivendi  and  has 
telegr=iphed  this  draft  to  /jnbassadtr  Hcrincuchi  in  ’«a8liin,",tonj  and  has  in¬ 
fer  med  hira  thR  t^  he  ney  subf.iit  the  draft  nlan  to  the  State  Deportnient  in 
‘■’ashin^ton  at  a  propitious  .tK-itent  during  his  conversation  there." 

In  our  subsequent  conversation  T  repeatedly  raade  clear  that  Japan 
now  had  to  ^ve  concrete  ii.t'lei.icsnt^ticn  of  its  assurances  thet  Ainorican 
ri-hts  and  le'itinote  interests  in  Ghana  will  bo  re8;3<;cted  on  a  noi.discrijrJjja 


terv  basis . 

The  follordn"  or  ess  release  was  .ujtually  a^retd  u)X>n  in  substance 
arv*  definite  assurances  were  given  me  that  no  publicity  beyond  this  release 
would  be  given  out  by  the  Foreign  Office: 

"The  I'iniste'r  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  yjiierican  Ambassador  this 
afternoon  continued  their  conversations  with  regard  to  iinttors  of  interest  to 
the  two  countries.  Both  the  I’inister  and  the  Ambassador  indicated  a  mutually 
helpful  attitude  toward  a  solutlcn  of  the  prcbloms  under  discussion.  Ircgress 
was  made.  The  ccnvcrsaticns  vdll  bo  continued." 


Aui>assadcr 


liccerpt  from  ^^iary  cf  Fci’mer  U.  J 
Grew  entitled  "Ton  Years  in  Japan 
rages  305-312 
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0 

Jcjiucvy  14,  1940 

The  cc-binct  resir.njd  end  Admii-''!  Yone.i  feimcd  a  ne:.'  cubinot 
’./itii  r.s  yereicn  i  inistce'  end  i-vj*  eld  friend  Fuiiheia  as 

llnioter  of  Gomel- cc  end  Inc'ujtiy.  Ycnri  \<eS  the  sai  n  ’./ho  •  ut 
the  bloclcc  to  c  mili-tery  rllie.ncc  ’  ith  G^.r/ncny  list  s;  ring; 

I  rot  to  know  him  at  tlu  time  ol  'th*  visit  o£  the  lestpric, 
with  Scito’s  rej-cins;  he  dined  it  our  rhbass’,  end  I  dined  ''d.th 

0 

him  e.t  the  bif-  Kavj’-  dinxicr,  after  *.J\ich  he  tolh  nu  the't  1 
need  have  no  -further  cnzie.ty  about  r.n  cllic  ncc  with  G<nlU1n3^ 


M 


u 


irr/? 


i:;c::R:''T  yfvOii  Di.kY  o?  FOidi.i?  uwrr:.D  ST-Tics 
:i3.ML.S^J)OA  Gx.r7/,  ::hTTTi;-D,  y:..1^3  IN 

JAIu.H,-  pare  312. 
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FOrclilGlT  OFFICE 


trocty  und  hu  hopca  Lru-t  j.  -  — 

to  ovoid  injury  to  the  nationals  or  both  countries.  I  merely 

reported  the  statement  of  fact.  The  Department  l.no-;s  mj'  vie-s. 
later  th;.  Dcpc.rtm.nt  cabled  that  the  Ja-.rne80  Counrielor  -.ho 
called  on  Hornbeck,  r.orinouchi  bcinr<  ill,  '.as  told  that  the 
conversations  regarding  the  treaty  status  should  bo  craried 
on  in  Tokyo*  so  I  shall  no.  -lobcbly  be  celled  by  Arito  and  can 
only  cable  his  aroaocals  back  to  •/cchin/'ton.  This  is  sono- 
thing  like  a  game  of  battledo  -o  and  shuttlecock,  but  I  think 
tho  Dcjvrtixnt  is  wise  in  c oncentratin?  the  conversationa  in 
ono  ple.oe.  I  s  oke  to  ..i-itc  briefly  and  infori.’ally  of  th.  cn- 
fortimate  ublicity  in  Tokyo  Mhich  h- d  misled  tlu:  'vblic  irto 
believing  tir  t  I  hi  d  giv.n  ;.dmlrcl  Nomura  ussui-ancos  that  a 
treatyL-ss  situation  would  nob  arise.  Now,  ho^yever  the- 
situation  is  being  ui  esented  by  the  press  in  its  proper 
perspective. 


ixcEi^rr  FiiD? 

dK’ri'iTJ'D,  ‘‘ii 


In  c.ll  •l  o'j.-.  bility 


CO  be  seen 


cflwOtiiv  tb. 


luaablo  a  otlti’^o  of  the  ■.^Iri’^eror 


oaai  nablc  control  over 


a  tctcfJiiicn 
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J'-.'^il^  FICJT.S  L  FUTI-Fr.^KD  kUS  F/'J^TKER 


Octcber  1,  19  AO 

■«■  -ft  •R  ■»  •»>  •li- 


The  opinicn  h' s  been  expressed  that  were  s->ncticns  tc  be  inrocsed 
bf  US,  they  ^vculd  h^ve  the  effect  cf  setting  relaticns  between  Japan  and 
the  United  States  cn  a  downward  trend.  Our  recently  initiated  pregram  of 
na tl cm  1  defense,  it  Jis  true,  at  present  Justifies  ste  s  not  necessarily 
cemirt.  within  the  r>urview  cf  out-and-cut  sanctiuis.  ’.'e  nnist  keep  in  mind, 
hcwevcr,.tho  likeliheed  thot  expert  er.b':r?r:08  cf  a  drrstio  nature  cn 
products ’sc  important  ss  petroleiua  —  v;hich  are  l.nown  to  be  possessed  in 
ebund’-nce  by  the  United  States  —  would  bo  viewed  by  the  'Tovernraent  and 
oeeple  of  Japan  as  imperfectly  disguised  sanctions,  v;hich  might,  and 
pK  bobly  would,  couse  seme  sort  of  rot'^liatorj’  steps.  * 

•R  to  *  ■» 


Rxeer^d.  from  T^i®ry  cf.  Former  U.  S.  'mhassedcr 
Crew, entitled  "Ten  Ye-'ra  in  JtTC.i.’’ 
rago  336 


lefense  ^ocunient  206-E  (^) 


Octcber  5i  1940 


Y»e  talked,  for  the  most  part  - - 

quarter  hears,  ,'h  'us^l  r.  I'atauokr.  .-id  about  r.lnaty-five  bar  ce. 

tslkinr  because  his  ccntinucu-  n-.encleeues  can  be  broken  only  by  fo. 
truslen.  athouch  Crem  ti.-»  to  tim  he  brir«»  u-  oeints  of  carked 
hi.  .olubUity  flc.s  on  by  the  hour  adth  little  or  no  ..unctuetion, 

diecourees  ere  therefore  difficult  to  ehronlele. 

Cn  this  ocersion  rr.  Vatsuoka's  rein  theel.  •«.. 
wu-ld  situation  results  loaically  fro.  the  clash  tetreen 
machine  a^re.  Only  cr.ee  f*uiin 
those  caioe  from  me  ishen  the  I>: 


that  the  present 
trac’ition  and  the 

..  the  conversation  »ore  heated  nords  evoked,  and 
mister  attannted  to'j.istif.v,  on  the  yro'ud  of 

iaperauve  neeeaaity,  mtioml  expansion  by  »ar,  eafeeiall.-  in  the  case  of 
r,era»hy.  I  had,  oa  I  pointed  tut,  personally  kno™  the  old  tlcxnhnv  -dton 
within  its  ov-n  bounlaries  it  w-'S  0  hepp;-,  contented  com.try,  ;ro-j-eseive  and 
choeperous.  The  aeUen  of  lersnnys  oreemt  leadere  in  vrlnding  her  weaker 
.»ighbore  into  the  dust  to  satisfy  their  own  r,ed.le»v.nit.c  csbitions  could  not 
peesibl,  be  condoled  on  the  ground  cf  nceeraityi  to  try  to  do  so  was  utterly 
prepoeteroue.  In  the  case  of  vspsn,  I  pu-scnall,  appreelsted  her  eeonende 
needo.  Japan's  rolatiotB  '.dth  K.o  Pnited  States  lave  not,  honewr,  been 

bmufht  to  their  present  derdorable  pass  hy  f.e  reaoona.ble  urge  of  thoaa  heed., 

,  ♦  cf  fol’CQ  in  follovdng  thrt  urge  instead 

but  rather  by  the  anplo:Tticnt  of  raetni^’s  cr  i. 

of  themtheda  envisaged  in  Ir.  HuJ.l's  logical  end  practical  wlans  for  following 
orderly  processoa  in  the  solutlen  cf  ccono.de  troublee.  i.t  that  point  tr. 
yatauoka  ehoracterised  the  Arvilo-Saxon  countri.ea  so  s«glv  cenvlrhed  tl«t  they 
are  right  m  everything  they  do  and  mtranslgcntly  unwilUng  ever  to  nckdcwledg. 
tm..«clvee  in  the  wrong.  <».  that  point  I  said  that  I  bed  never  jut  found  s  , 
■  Japanese  wllll,«  to  ndenewledgo  the  ,«tmt  fact  that  Japan  had  violnted  the  • 
ewevialon.  of  tho  Une-fower  Treaty,  to  *ich  kr.  Ketauoka  to  my  s>rpri..  e.ldd 
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the  t  he  ves  perfectly  vdlling  tc  ar’ait  that  f^ict  tc  me  but  he  added  naivelv 
that  of  course  he  could  net  do  so  politically  os  he  hod  ur^ed  tc  dc 
before  the  League  cf  Notions . 

TJie  Minister  said  that  he  hnd  retired  from  public  affairs  for  a 
long  time  and  had  thrice  refhscd  posts  in  the  last  Konoye  cabinet,  but  that 
he  had  finally  been  led  by  his  intensive  pondering  on  the  sorry  state  of  his 
countiy  to  urge  Prince  Konoye  to  emerge  again,  as  hs  felt  that  Konoye  was  the  • 
only  person  v.hi.  could  rescue  Japan  from  impending  revolution  and  chaos. 

Konoye  was  no  longer  the  vacillating  politician  of  his  former  premiership  but 
an  entirely  differoit  oersen,  inflexibly  determined  to  save  his  country,  v/her'. 
even  nov  revolution  threatens.  In  answer  to  my  question  as  to  viiat  kind  of 
revolution  he  feared,  Mr.  .'totsucka  replied,  "political,  occnocdc,  and  social 
revolution,"  and  expressed  his  feeling  that  the  danger  was  by  no  means  past. 

He  thai  discussed  at  some  length  the  vacillation  and  v/c-akness  cf  tlia  former 
Minister  fca*  Foreign  Affairs. 

r'r.  Matsuoks  said  that  nc;  the  alliance  with  Gemany  and  Italy  v/as 
Consummated  and  off  his  mind,  he  intends  tc  get  to  work  LTmediately  and  do  all 
that  he  can  to  clc»r  up  the,  accu.mulation  cf  .uncrican  complaints  which  I  had 
prcsoitcd  to  him.  It  tad  been  a  sinjt.  non  of  his  tnkiiig  office  that  he 
was  tc  direct  Japan's  foreign  relations,  and  he  says  he  does  not  propose  to 
lot  the  railitrry,  rarticulirly  the  hethoaded  younger  officers,  dictate  to  him. 

In  the  course  cf  his  talk  the  linistcr  said  th“t  Japan  has  no  in¬ 
tention  of  driving  the  interests  cf  other  natior.s  out  of  iiast  /.sia,  but 
welccncs  their  co-operation  in  the  dcvelopncnt  of  the  New  Order.  I 
immediately  took  him  up  cn  tliis  point  and  said  I  was  delighted  to  hoar  him 
say  what  he  had.  As  I  had  clearly  indicated  in  former  talJcs,  hov/ever,  the 
fact  cf  the  matter  is  that  neny  legitinrte  /jucrican  interests  built  up  througji 
generations  have  already  been  driven  out  of  Japan,  and  that  the  pjrccess  goes 
on  aceco.  fir.  Matsucka's  rirly  was,  as  usual,  that  as  soon  as  the  hostilities 
in  China  arc  terminated  and  Chiang  K-ai-shek  is  defeated,  these  questions  y/ill 


.Iso  eA'prfiso'sd  hla  usual  app'^  xl  that  the  United 


.Iso  as  usual,  I 


r'^pnr.t'T'l  the  .inorlcan  position  rolatlne  to  that  question. 

’•fhen  I  wr.G  Just  a^'out  to  leave,  the  ’Ilnlster  earnestly 
requested  me  to  i;r3e  that  Tv'  Cov'^rnment  Inpoce  6n  further 
erharToos  against  Jaoivn.  :ln  said  that  such  onharcaes  "would 
not  seriously  handlc-.'vp  us"  but  ’'culd  Intensely  anGar  the 
J.-oAnese  oeo'Ale.  lie  addsd  tJ:at  the  thought  of  war  between 


huddor.  (1  believe  that 


such 


IV  .  ?!atsuoUa  Is  rl.^ht  as  to  the  Innedlate  effect  o* 
emharf^oes  as  contrasted  ^-^Ith  their  lonctera  effect.) 


ambao  s  ?.dor 
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DEP.  DOC.  NO.  206-E  (41)  to(86)  Inclusive. 


SUBJECT 


NOTE 


EXCERPTS  FROM  AMBASSADOR  CREW'S  "TEN  YEARS  IN  JAPAN 


To  facilitate  handling,  all  sumrarles  of  the 
documents  of  this  series,  being  from  the  Grew 
Diary,  are  here  grouped  on  one  memo.  The  cage 
of  the  Diary  and  date  written  are  shown  over 
each  summary,  with  a  comment  on  the  group 
following  the  last  Item. 


Def.  Doc.  No.  206-E  (41)  -  5  Oct,  1940  (op.  344-34 5) 

Grow  gets  "off  the  record"  admission  from  L4ATSU0XA  that 
Japan  had  violated  Nine-Power  Treaty,  but  that  Japan  had  no 
Intention  of  driving  other  nations  out  of  East  Asia.  He  urged' 
that  the  U.  S.  cease  aid  to  CHIANG  and  stated  that  further 
embargos  against  Japan  could  "anger  Jaoanese  oeoule"  rather 
than  create  any  serious  handicap. 

MATSUOKA  says  that  the  Triple  Alliance  has  been  consummated 
and  off  his  mind,  but  he  will  do  all  that  he  can  to  clear  uo 
the  accumulation  of  American  coronlalnts,  as  he  does  not  oro- 
pose  to  let  the  military  dictate  Japan's  foreign  relations - 


Def,  Doc.  No,  206-E  (42)  -  9  Oct.  1940  (po.  346-34?) 

Foreign  Vice-Minister  OKASHI  asks  explanation  of  U,  S. 
Governm.ent  "ordering"  American  citizens  In  Far  East  to  evacu¬ 
ate,  and  also  of  press  reports  that  U.  S,  has  decided  to  de¬ 
clare  a  total  embargo  against  Jaoan.  OHASHI  speaks  of  Japan's 
desire  for  peace  with  the  U.  S.  and  that  she  has  no  thought  of 
attacking  America.  It  gives  Grew  the  clear  impression  that 
MATSUOKA  Is  disturbed  by  the  course  of  developments  In  the 
United  States,  and  that  such  action  Is  becoming  effective. 

N.  B.  Irrelevant  unless  to  prove  that  such  an  expianatlon  was 


Def,  Doc.  No,  206-E  (43)  -  22  Oct.  1940  (pp.  34?) 

Grew  reports  again  hearing  that  the  Emperdr  and  KONOYE 
were  opposed  to  the  Tripartite  Pact,  that  both  were  forced, 
the  Erooerdr  being  told  he  "might  not  survive  a  refusal. 


Def,  Doc,  No,  206-E  (44)  -  7  Nov,  1940  (p,  350) 

HATSU0K\  Informs  Grew  ashing ton^  that’^NOMUF^^ 

to  accept  the  nost  as  s  being  an  ex-Forelgn 

Is  fundamentally  friendly  holds  him  in  high  esteem. 

Minister,  Grew  knows  him  well  and  holds  nim  in  nxg 

W.  R.  Qy^lnlon  of  character  -  not  Ih 

Def.  Doc,  No,  206-E  (45)  -  10  Nov.  1940  (,p.  350,  351) 

s:.S“S£"S®^ 

more  than  mere  assurances, 

Def,  Doc.  No.  206-S  (46)  -  10  Nov,  1940  (do.  352,  353) 

A  general  descrlotlon  of  the  ^ 

of  tho  2600th  anniversary  ♦hat  Emperor  was  oleased 

neves,  and  French  Aobassador  conflrrs  that^-«_ 

'tfonrthrt^iXelSf  hS^bfeS^Sproved  In  Washington. 

Def.  Doc.  206-E  (47)  -  25  Nov.  1940  (o.  354) 

Grew  concludes  from  taa'Jjtl  °pofoval*of''the*TrlDartltB 
'^ft^Sd  go?  ?SfE^e??r^?'’lhay  ’on  the  theory  that  «  would 
avert  war  with  the  U,  S, 


pif  p«  ftvswww  ....e, 

Def,  Doc,  206-B  (4B)  -  25  Nov,  1940  (o.  354) 

Grew  reports  death  of  Prince  SAIONJI.  that  he  ordered 
usual  respects  and  telegraphed  condolences. 

Def,  Doc,  206-E  (49)  -  25  Nov,  1940  (p,  354) 

OerZZ  wMch^lf^ld/win  neSLuate^Shelf  ielogfu^" 
Ing  Wang  Ching-wel, 

Def.  Doc.  206-B  (50)  -  7  Dec.  1940  (pu.  355-357) 

Grew  retorts  that  a  Prominent 

fl?S?S5eS’'?irn"toTno;ife’?ei?t5ons.  „°5-tr'fr??a^r^l?r’ 

S  !S»’‘ar?^  He  believes 


2, 


ii  v.' 


Def«  Doc,  206-E  (57)  -  21  J'in,  1941  (d.  3^5) 

The  President  replies  to  Grew's  December  14th  letter  and 
agrees  with  Grew's  views  and  foresees  the  Furonean  conflict 
as  a  world  conflict.  As  to  hostilities  with  Japan  hindering 
aid  to  Britain,  he  believes  that  we  must  first  consider  the 
Dosslble  hindrance  that  would  result  if  Japan  took  the  East 
Indies  area.  Ho  feels  that  it  is  "nosslble"  for  us  to  join 
in  stopping  such  a  nove  without  exceeding  our  capacity  and 
giving  the  aid  needed.  He  feels  that  with  our  help  the  British 
will  ultimately  win, 

Def,  Doc,  206-E  (5^)  -  3  Jan,  1941  (o.  365) 

Mr,  Grew  reports  on  German  activities  to  cause  some  break 
in  Japanese-Amerlcan  diplor.atlc  relations,  their  efforts  to 
embroil  the  two  countries,  and  to  nrooell  the  advance  south. 
Grew  tells  of  the  arguments  he  uses  to  draw  attention  of  influ¬ 
ential  oersons,  including  the  Foreign  Minister,  to  the  German 
efforts,  and  the  bad  results  to  exuect  if  continued, 

Def,  Doc,  206E(59)  -  7  Jan,  1941  (p.  366) 

Grew  refers  to  editorial  in  KOKUI^IN  which  warns  Jaoanese 
that  "war 'between  U,  S,  and  Japan  will  be  necessary"  because 
of  Britain's  innlnent  collaose  and  America's  expected  entrance 
into  European  conflict,  which  will  make  the  Pacific  the  major 
batt8.e  scene, 

Def,  Doc,  206-E  (60)  •  IP  Jan,  1941  (p,  366) 

I 

Grew  reports  that  at  farewell  luncheon  for  NOMURA, 

MATSUOKA  said  Anerican-Jaoanp  se  relations  couldn't  be  worse. 

He  "practically  threatened"  U,  S,  with  war,  Mr,  Grew  replied 
that  the  American  people  are  peace  loving,  but  determined  to 
defend  their  rights  and  obligations  in  the  Pacific, 

Def,  Doc,  206-E  (71)  -  10  Apr,  1941  (pp.  37^,  379) 

Grew  reports  of  MATSUOKA 's  visiting  Europe;  of  his  talks 
with  Stalin  in  which  1-iATSUCKA  compared  Japanese  family  life 
as  on  a  parallel  with  Comrunlsm;  of  his  later  telling  the  Ger¬ 
man  press  that  he  laid  the  worst  ills  to  Anglo-Saxon  domination, 

Def,  Doc,  206-E  (72)  -  10  Apr,  1941  (pp,  3P0,  3P'l) 

Grew  finds  the  Japanese  domestic  situation  worse;  that 
HIRANUMA  is  responsible  for  the  April  Cabinet  change,  bring¬ 
ing  in  OGURA.  TOYODA,  and  SUZUKI:  also,  that  the  Axis  senti¬ 
ment  is  cooling  down  a  bit,  . 

Def,  Doc,  206*B  (73)  -  15  Apr,  1941  (p,  3«0) 

ISHII  is  reported  to  have  made  a  flat  denial  of  the. hot 


Tv 


•7^.' 


rumor  that  Japan  was  to  attack  Singapore,  General  ISHIHARA 
retired,  and  belief  Is  his  advocating  such  an  attack  was  cause 
of  retirements 

Def.  Doc.  206-E  (74)  -  17  Aor.  1941  (pp.  3^0,  3^1) 

Grew  advises  that  press  comment  on  Jaoan's  pact  with  Russia 
Is  very  guarded  since  the  uress  was  given  confidential  instruct¬ 
ions  as  to’ what  ^hey  could  say. 

He  also  reoorts  an  Increase  of  German  fifth  column  activi¬ 
ty  and  that  the  Gestapo  is  cat^slng  real  concern,  searching  out 
antl-Axls  sentiment  to  aid  the  Jauanese  oollce. 

Def,  Doc.  206-E  (75)  -  22  Apr.  1941  (pp,  3^1-3^4) 

Grew  analyzes  causes  of  the  Japanese-Soviet  Neutrality  Pact: 
That  Japan  wanted  no  trouble  at  rear  if  moving  south  and  Russia 
wanted  a  free  hand  to  deal  with  Germany,  also  that  no  price 
had  to  be  paid  by  Jaoan. 

Def.  Doc.  206-E  (76)  -  22  Anr,  1941  (u.  384) 

Grew  believes  that  Germany  will  attack  Russia  to  get  needed 
grain  and  oil, 

Def.  Doc.  206-E  (77)  -  25  Apr.  1941  (pp.  3^4,  38?) 

Grew  learns  of  MATSUOKA's  answer  to  the  Black  Dragon  Soci¬ 
ety  about  the  Neutrality  Pact;  that  no  secret  clauses  were 
Involved,  and  that  ideal  was  HAKKO  ICHIU.  tmlversal  ueace 
without  exploitation, 

Def.  Doc.  206-E  (7^)  -  2  May  1941  (p.  3^5) 

Writer  thinks  that  his  oonular  success  in  concluding  the 
pact  with  Russia  is  encouraging  MATSUOKA's  ambition  to  become 
Prem.ier,  but  the  Cabinet  is  distrusting  him  more,  fearing 
that  he  nay  cause  war  with  U.  S. 

Def,  Doc.  206-E  (79)  -  15  May  1941  -  (up.  3^7,  3^«) 

Cleavage  between  HONDA,  Japan's  Ambassador  to  NANKING, and 
MATSUOKA  is  observed.  Grew  believes  foreign  policy  is  divided 
in  the  Cabinet,  as  MATSUOKA  now  supoorts  negotiations  with 
CHIANO  Kai-Shek. 

Def.  Doc.  206-E  (PO)  -  27  May  1941  (pp.  3P«-392) 

Grew  relates  'iATSUOKA's  verbal  opinion  stated  in  Grew's 
presence  that  U.  S.'s  dlulomacy  toward  Germany  is  "unmanly. 
Indecent  and  unreasonable",  and  that  in  case  of  a  war  between 
Germany  and  U.  S.,  Japan  would  be  obliged  to  fight  U.  S. 


•» 

MATSUOPCA's  apology  for  the  above  remarks  is  for  his  Iroru- 
aence.  He  discloses  that  if  Japan  really  desires  peace  with 
S. ,  America's  self-defense  measures  should  not  be  regarded 
“aggression"  by  Japan, 

Grew  says  that  MATSUOKA's  unorthodox  oulnlon  does  not 
necessarily  reeresent  the  Japanese  Government's  onlnlon,  but 
Grew  reluctantly  exoresses  doubts  about  I4ATSUOK4's  intellectual 
and  oolltlcal  honesty^ 

Def,  Doc.  206-E  (^1)  -  22  June  1941  (p.  395) 

Grew  surorlsed  at  sudden  news  of  Germany  attacking  Russia , 
but  says  he  predicted  it, 

Def.  Doc.  2C6-E  (82)  -  26  June  1941  (p.  396)  \ 

Grew  attempts  to  determine  what  Japan's  attitude  will  be 
toward  the  German  attack  on  Russia.  MATSUOKA  hesitates,  being 
surprised.  Apparently,  their  pro-Axls  policy  must  assume  a 
new  basis, 

Def.  Doc.  206-E  (83)  -  5  July  1941  (pp.  396-400) 

President  Roosevelt  seeks  assurance  from  Japan  that  reports 
of  Japan  entering  into  hostilities  against  Russia  to  be  a 
rumor . 

KONOYE  stalled,  required  discussions  to  be  with  Foreign 
Minister,  who  indicated  it  was  only  a  rumor,  but  they  still  re¬ 
sent  our  helping  Britain  and  do  not  consider  it  self-defense. 
MATSUOKA  dies,  before  clear  assurance  is  given. 

Def.  Doc.  206-E  (85)  -  12  July  1941  (p.  403) 

Rui^ors  that  Jaoan  is  mobilizing  certain  reserves;  but 
considered  only  precaution. 

Def.  Doc,  206-E  (86)  -  12  July,  1941  (p,  404) 

As  mobilization  Increased  rail  and  sea  travel  is  impeded 
and  by  August  Jap  ships  quit  sailing  to  U.  S.  Americans 
sailing  to  Shanghai  practically  stopped. 


Comment  as  to  Excerpts  206-E  (41)  -  (86) 

Although  these  excerpts  show  that  our  relations  with  Japan 
continued  to  become  worse  from  October,  1940,  to  July,  1941, 
the  bulk  of  these  are  personal  opinions  and  observations  by 
the  Ambassador  and  few  prove  any  overt  act.  In  their  nature 
the  facts  reported  are  mostly  hearsay.  It  would  appear  that 
only  the  conversations  reported  should  be  admissable  or  the 
excerpts  referring  directly  to  actions  taken;  otherwise  the 
record  is  burdened  with  cumulative  observations. 


6. 


Jinunry  1,  19 Al 


On  rcc«nher  lA  1  -^rrtc  the  rdiodn-  3 otter  to  the  President 


Oenr  Fr'n’.': 

'bcMt  .T  '^n  nnd  nil  her  v.-orks.  It  seaas  to  me  tc  be 
incrcn^.Vlv  cl.nr  thnt  v»e  nro  bcunrl  to  h-  vc  a 
day,  and  the  prir.cir/»l  qu-sti^n  ^t  larue  is  it  ^  to 

oir  n.’v2iitaao  b-  have  th- t  sJirvdown  «.  oner  oO  iBVo  it 

latfT. 

Tl-.e  chief  factors  i.»  tlic  prcblcm  would  seer-,  from  this 
nn"lc ,  to  bs: 

(1 )  ’’.hether  "r/l  >'hen  Idritnin  is  lilcely  to  win  the 
nurcpc''n  v;ar; 

(2)  "hether  lur  ^-ottiii,"  into  war  vdtii  Jnpan  would  so 
handicor  our  help  tc  critnm  in  lAiropr  ns  tc  wke  the 
diffcrcnco  tc  Pritnin  betveen  viettry  and  defect; 

(3)  To  wh't  .:3ctcnt  cur  cvr.  policy  in  the  Fnr  East  irnst 

be  timed  ath  our  pre,inrcdri^88  nrc -ram  and  with  recpect  to 
KWr  strrnpth  rf  t!io  /^rican  and  the  iTap«riese 


liKCwrpb  from  of  7cr.ner  U.  S.  .'jJjnssndor 

(i-cw  on'-itlcd  "Toa  Ycarr  in  J'pan." 


should  ta>d  to  help  rather  then  to  enware  e  » 

rdless  of  any  recervntionp  on  the  part 
subtleties  in  phraseology; 

'8  relnticns  with  roviot  Russia,  the  treaty  . 

•  J 

r.ture  of  tho  Tripartite  /jUnnee,  ^ 


(c)  The  treaty 
the  conflict  in  Chirr,  re; 

,rot.a  with  regard  to  Chirta  or  env 


org/doc/5 10ac6/ 


—  .  U  T-4  T  heln  rathor  thm  to  tnyiurt,  u  w..- 

(c)  The  treaty  should  taic  oC  neup  r 

cl„,icn  of  tho  in  Chim,  rec.rdle.s  of  ,ny  recnr,nUo:»  on  t.>e  port 

Of  the  Sovieto  ,dth  re5.r4  to  Chi,n  or  :nv  subtlotle..  in  pbra.oology, 

(d)  ’.-ith  rosneot  to  Jor-n'o  rol-ticno  «lth  oovlot  Kuosin,  the  treaty 

eo  talonoo  the  mo-eided  n-.ture  of  the  Trlpertlto  •aUonce, 


PURL:  http://www.legal-toolsX)rg/doc/5 10ac6/ 


Defense  Document  206-F  (5A) 


Janaory  1,  1941 


Prcm  the  Tokyo  ^nr.le  vie  see  the  picture  roughly  os  follows 


.i'tor  eight  ye-rs  of  effort  to  build  up  ao-io thing  perroanently  con¬ 
structive  in  /jiuric-n-Juponeso  reloticns,  I  find  th't  diolomrcy  has  boon  de¬ 
feated  by  trer.ds  onl  forceps  utturly  boyujd  its  contrcl,  ond  that  our  work 
hos  bc-^  swept  aw-y  cs  if  by  o  tJTh- on,  with  little  or  nothing  romoinin-  to 
show  for  it,  ^  Pboncraic  obstacles,  such  os  ffoy  arise  from  /.raericon  cm- 
borvoos,  will  seriously  handicap  Japan  in  tlio  lon.j  run,  hut  meanwhile  they 
to  nush  the  Japanese  envard  in  n  forlorn  hope  cf  mokinj  themstavos 


economically  seLT-suf ficicjit 


roccarot  from  Diary  of  Former  U.  S 
Crevi  entitled  "Ten  Ye-  rs  in  JepP.n 
Fogo  3^ 


(c)  The  treaty  should  tend  bo  help  rather  men 

elusion  of  th.  confUct  In  Chirr,  r.crTdlss.  of  my  reesrrveUons  on  the  pert 
of  the  Soviets  .ith  reg-.rd  to  Chlro  or  rnv  subtleties  In  phraseology! 

(d)  With  resr^ct  to  Japan'.  rel"ticna  «ith  oovlot  Rueaia,  th.  trmrtjr 
i«er  ..o  tsLlaneo  the  ore-elded  nr.turo  cf  tho  Tripartite  .'JUance, 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools 
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(c)  Ihc  treaty  =l.<«l<i  too  tc  help  rethor  then  to  theort  .  con-  ^ 
clueion  of  ti..  conflict  In  Chinn,  recnrdlee.  of  ony  recervoUone  on  the  pert 
of  the  Soviets  vdth  regnrd  to  Chlnh  or  rn,  suhtleUee  in  phraseology, 

|gjAj,(d)  tilth  resrect  to  Japan's  rol«Ucns  »lth  Soviet  Enssle,  the  tresty 
rtll  t^  to  tel-.nce  the  tne-sided  iKturc  of  the  Tripartite  aUenoe,  ^ 
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(c)  •nir  tre'\ty  chou3.d  tavi  tc  help  rathar  then  to  thw'-rt  a  con- 
elusion  of  the  co.ifUct  in  Chirr ,  re-rdless  of  .ny  reoervatione  on  the  part 
of  the  Soviets  vdth  regard  to  Chir^>  or  vnv  subtleties  in  phraseology; 

(d)  ^/ith  resr-ect  to  Japan's  rel^ticns  with  ‘?oviet  Russia,  the  treaty 
will  tend  tc  bslancQ  the  cne-sided  nature  of  the  Tripartite  UUance, 
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,lc»,  tK- 1  there  is  e  eless  psrriiei  eee.,e„  - 

,.,.se  Ure.  or  ret.„i.  ...  BerUr.  .tsee.  teia  Stei^sM 

eh-t  .  he,  iitao  he,,  e.  cencl^iht  t-sty  hith  BWi.,  .Chuse  he 

•1«4  .«tfn(i  for  the  concessions 

not  vdlUr^.,  the  Japarwse  nub  c  awu 

rhioh  the  ,ue.ie«.  *re  tehi.  a  hcne^reesien  peat,  .t  then  et  » 
:3et  .ihute  it  eppenrt  t>«t  Stsiin  seaacri.  su^sostea  e  nentmlity  pect, 

nee  ei.ea  ih  s  .o„  rinates.  hith  no  ctnceetinns  (aaess  there  her^  - 
.  of  janan.  I'obcdy,  aororently,  vns  more  rp 


u]t3  cf  the  neutrality  pact,  in  the 
,crot  conmitraents  or  understandings, 


Jcprn,  et  least  ,.vi)licly,  was  not  obliged 
csented  s  gre^t  perscnal  success  for 


llatsuoka . 

(b)  Instead  of  defininp  the  policies  anc 

respective  ei^.nttcriee.  the  trecty  «ts  cppcraitly  > 
effect  rhich  erch  p,rt,  believca  it  .uia  exert  or. 
thlra  psrties  (on  Gorr.eny,  Ocn  the  Soviet  point  o 
Stntee  c«l  Greet  Britcin,  tree  tho  Jop-neso  point 
(c)  The  treaty  should  taid  to  help  rati 

cluolon  of  the  ccrfUct  in  Chirr ,  re.:eraieee  of  e, 
..  .u-  c™i.ta  Vdth  reccra  .  Chita  or  tnv  subtle' 
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eapeci*illy  considering  the  scmcvh'it  fcrmolistic  Japanese  mind; 

(e)  The  pact  *.dll  tend  tc  stitmlate  and  support  the  Jap»nese  fjx- 
trcsnlsts  '.(ho  advocate  a  vigorcaa  prosecution  of  the  southward  advance  be¬ 
cause  it  guarantees  Soviet  neutrality  in  case  Japan  gets  into  v©r  witJi  a 
third  country  (i.e.,  the  United  fatates). 

»\iri.ng  yatsuoka's  talks  vdth  Steinhardt,  who  gave  a  luncheon  for 
hint,  the  fo Having  points  emerged,  ?ncl  I  have  no  hesitation  in  setting  them 
dewn  because  li^'tsuoko,  if  he  has  time  v.hcn  he  returns,  ’.'dll  tell  ine  every¬ 
thing  that  he  told  Steinhordt; 

(1)  No  ccramitracnts  ’.'.’cre  nr  do  by  Hrtsuoka  in  either  Berlin  or  Rome. 

(2)  The  chief  nirposo  of  Japan  in  entering  the  Tripartite 

,,lli'-'nco  v.'as  tc  preserve  peace  —  a  theme  upon  vhich  l'otsuoka  constantly 
harps  both  in  aublic  and  in  private.  ' 

(3)  Japan  v(ould  be  obliged  to  (jo  to  vnr  ’.\ltii  the  United  States 
only  if  we  should  declare  war  on  i^crmnny,  but  that  Japan  would  of  course 
confer  vith  Germany  first. 

(U)  ffrtsuoka  decs  net  believe  that  Germany  »dll  declare  war  on 
the  United  States,  but  if  th^t  should  happen  he.  hopes  that  Japan  vd.ll  bo 
given  tine  tc  ncke  her  position  clear  before  we  moko  any  move  in  the  Pacific. 

(5)  Japan  vd  11  strictly  carry  cut  her  cbligaticr.s  to  the  ijde. 

(6)  fc'atsuoko  had  been  told  by  both  Hitler  and  Pdbbentrop  that 
they  did  net  want  war  vdth  the  United  States. 

(7)  They  had  '•Iso  suggested  tir't  nnti-.’jncrican  agitation  in  Japan 
be  stopped. 

(8)  /dl  three  of  them  had  cx'rcsscd  a  wish  fer  peace  but  they  saw 
no  possibility  of  peace  until  iivil^nd  had  capitulated. 

(9)  Hitler  had  crerted  a  personally  favorable  impression  on 
Iwtsueka,  ^vho  characteriz'd  him  as  a  genius.  He  had  been  reasonable  and 
calm  in  "ll  their  talks  and  h-'d  shovn  none  of  the  excitable  cha.racteristics 


generally  attributed  to  him. 


,  j^rV  1 
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(10)  ^Ibbentrcp  nchiired  the  fieht  thnt  Britain  vxis  puttin?  up  and 
realized  that  she  was  stronger  nw;,  from  the  point  of  view  of  defense,  than 
when  the  war  beg^n.  He  ojrorcssed  the  opinion  that  the  British  Einpirc  should 
net  be  destroyed* 

(11)  Hitler  would  invade  Britain  only  under  nccossitv  and  fully 
expected  to  win  thrcu,<»h  avi''ticn  and  the  submarine. 

(12)  kntsuoka  did  net  boUevo  th^  t  Britain  could  drive  a  wedge 
between  Ocrm"ny  and  Italy,  the  1-ttcr  being  I'^rgoly  under  Gormnn  control 
while  mutu**!  personal  idrairaticn  existed  betv/ecn  Hitler  '•nd  Mussolini.  Put 
the  Gernnns  h”d  been  instructed  net  tc  "look  devm  or  talk  dc^m"  to  the 
Italians.  Piusselini  showed  no  discouragement  ever  his  recent  reverses  and 
was  sure  that  he  v(culd  shortly  stage  a  "ccmoba.ck." 

(13)  Owing  to  the  excessive  dec'Ands  of  the  Soviets,  Katsuoka  had 
iiBdo  little  orogross  in  talking  with  Molotov. 

(14)  Japan  had  the  choice  of  coining  to  an  agreement  with  Moscow 
or  becoming  unbrcilcd  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

(15)  Matsucka  earnestly  d«Jsirod  an  end  of  the  war  in  China  and  felt 
that  this  could  be  brought  about  if  the  Frcsidait  vjould  tell  Chiang  Kai-shek 
that  if  he  reftised  tc  accent  reasorrhlt  and  f''ir  peace  terms,  .'jncrican  aid 
would  cease.  Nevertheless,  the  J''pancsc  would  not  “ccopt  mediation  and  poacc 
could  be  effected  only  through  direct  negoti'tion  botwocn  the  two  nations. 

(16)  Unless  the  Soviet  Union  subst-ntially  r^-duced  its  delivery  of 
supplies  to  Gemnny,  the  Germans  ’culd  net  invade  Russia,  although  they  wore 
Hilly  prepared  to  do  sc .  Ho  thought  thr-t  it  yna  for  the  purpose  of  frightening 
the  Soviets  into  continuing  supplies  th-t  the-  Genrr  ns  had  given  out  rumors  of 

a  possible  attack. 

(17)  K^tsucka  hoped  that  the  President  and  Mr.  Hull  would  have 
confidence-  in  him. 

Steinhardt  later  took  the  precaution  of  reeding  the  feregeing  points 
tc  if-tsuckn,  whe  confirmed  them  as  an  accurate  record  of  what  he  had  said. 

Excerpt  from  Diary  of  Former  U.  S.  ..nhassadcr 

Grew  entitled  "Ten  Years  in  Japan." 
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,  .TAr,'.:' An.  "-TS  A  •..'ATCHFJL  AITII'a  Tt’iJCY 
Tc'.:ARn  RUSSIA 


Jur.e  26,  19A1 


”e  le<?.rn  th-'t  cn  June  24  the  Soviet  rjnfc^8sa'’Lr  did  ask  the  Foreign 
Vinister  as  tc  J^iran's  attitude  in  the  Foviet-rernnn  :?ar  end  was  told  that 
the  policy  cf  Ja^an  liRd  not  vet  been  forrnul''tcd.  This  policy,  said  I'atsuoka, 
VK.uld  be  lareoly  influenced  by  '  determln^ticn  as  to  vtiere  the  wspcnsibillty 
for  the  cutbrorJ<  ef  v^ar  lev,  ^nd  he  added  th't  the  iUndriuental  policy  cf 
Japan  mes  be-ed  on  the  Axis.  J'nan  aust  therefore  determine  vhethcr  Soviet- 
Jn"!rnese  rcleticns  could  nov  be  brvufiht  into  lino  with  this  fundamental  pelipy 
cf  Japan. 

t 

It  is  cle’ r  that  viien  Jepan  Joined  the  kxLs,  it  v>ce  dene  cn  the 
assuentien  that  the  close  n8atci'’titn  of  uemapy  v/ith  Soviet  Russia  would 
continue  and  that  this  b-sic  pro-Ajcis  policy  has  been  destroyed  by  the  cut- 
bre'*k  of  the  Sovie t-Gems n  vier.  At  least  in  theory,  '-e  shall  see. 


Excer.-rt  f  rt  lo ’lifry  cf  Farmer  U.  S.  Anhossador 
Grew  ai titled  "Ten  Years  in  Japan." 
rege  396 
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vic:r:  the  ik^-chi:ia  3ASJs  to  jafan 


Jui:-  25,  1941  ^ 

V,.  „™  U,r„  «.i  tt.0  orflcl,!  spo-K..^n  in  Vichy  ...ounced  on  the 
24th  thct  .  revoest  h.d  been  nrceer.tcd  by  Jopen  to  oceny,  bescs  nt  rtrcte.ic 
pointe  in  IndoXhirn,  h,  eald  th- 1  nc.ctietion,  »ere  eoin5  on  both  nt  Vichy 
Hanoi  end  th.t  there  bed  born  no  ultitnt..  dep-n  nor  any  Oarn»n 

prcaanre.  He  added  that  ar-rnreaert.  nould  be  made  nlthin  the  scope  of  the 
Franco-Jaranoee  e^eerent  of  Anpnet  30,  1940,  and  that  no  inconvenience  in 
t^rartlv  exterdi,.  the  v.Utrry  atreerent  vdth  dapan  .as  seen  so  lony  a. 
there  rae  to  be  no  *cngc  in  Fr.nch  aovrreiinty  over  Indo-Obim  and  sc  lone 

88  no  territorial  demands  were  ma.U-  bv  Japan. 

I  j  4- va,<  snokosnBn  whether  such  e  de- 

’hen  a  cerreHooudent  asked  the  Vichy  spone. 

clsion  no, ad  net  be  intonsist.nt  .ath  the  ...nonneed  policy  of  France  to  defend 

her  empire  against  all  ooners,  be  rm^liod  that  t:,e  drooh  Govemsaht  had  been 

chXlgcd  to  COSO  to  this  accislon  as  t..  resnlt  of  evhts  in  Syria.  Replying 

to  a  creation  as  to  nhether  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  in  preserving 

in  Indo-Chi.  h.  d  bee.,  re  ucsted  by  yrance,  the  spoRea.man  nca 

ovldentlv  primod  for  the  c.uesticn  tec-jsc  hi.  arid  ot  once  that  trance 
bothered  to  .cko  any  ^ther  rr.a.st  to  tho  United  States  at  this  ti..c  since 
nc  sctisfact.on  had  been  received  »htdn  An*<rican  assistance  in  Indo-Chins  had 
been  asked  by  France  in  1940.  In  thic  cc.se  the  spokesmen  did  not  take  refuge 
in  his  usual  proc«^.re  of  snya^  th-t  ho  .^.t  consult  h.s  ^poriors  vhen  so.e 

dellcnte  1®  brought  un. 


T^cerpt  from  niarv  of  Former  U.  E.^iihrss.ador 
nrc't  entitled  "Ter.  Years  in  J^pan. 


n.rc't  entities  ita 
Papjs  405  and  406 
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A  FLICI<ER  OF  HO?E  FCR  J/iFAJJSSE- 
;U:'IKICi.K  FV.CE 


July  27,  1911 

This  Sunc?ay  mernins  there  came  an  exceedingly  important  telegram 
from  the  f.ctir^  Secretary  re-'crtir^  an  cc,ually  inihortant  r»ro;x)sal  whicli  the 
rresidtnt  had  nade  to  Ad.  iral  Momura  vdth  a  view  to  ssttlirig  the  whole  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  Far  East  and  avoiding;  the  rapid  deterioration  of  Japanese-Americar. 
relations  as  the  direct  result  cf  Japan's  hv^rcssivc  policies  and  measures  in 
this  part  of  the  y.orld.  I  shall  not  at  presait  record  the  details  cf  this 
proposal  in  view  of  their  ultraconfidential  nature,  but  they  offer  to  Japan 
a  reasorEblo  w.iy  cut  of  her  own  allec',ed  difficulties  and  the  alleged  encircle¬ 
ment  measures  of  the  A  E  C  D  powers  wl-dch  she  maintai.TS  are  threatening  her 

ovm  security. 

On  reading  that  tolegrom  T  thanked  ray  stars  that  I  had  remained  in 
Tokyo  and  had  not  gone  to  Karuisawa  because  it  scaaed  to  me  of  the  utmost 
inyortance  that  I  should  immediately  not  only  make  sure  that  Admiral  Toyoda 
had  clearly  understood  the  full  purport  cf  tho  proposal  but  that  I  should 
also  exert  every  ounce  of  ciy  own  influence  tc  secure  its  accentance.  I  said 
cnce  befbro  in  the  dxarv  that  I  had  not  gone  hoiao  tide  summer  because  a 
moment  might  come  when  such  influence  could  te  exerted  and  this  seemed  to  me 
tc  be  Tsrecisely  the  sort  of  juncture  vhich  I  then  had  in  .mind.  I  therefore 
ijnr.odLatoly  taephoned  to  the  Fern'll  }dnister  at  I'ds  private  house  and  asked 
for  an  arpointraent  although  it  was  a  .Sunday  morning.  I  saw  him  at  11:30  at 
his  official  residence  and  in  a  long  talk  iiiode  on  ray  w;n  initiative  and 
responsibility  the  strongest  3»-peal  of  which  I  was  capable  and  perhaps  tho 
strongest  rejresent ations  ttat  I  have  ever  nade. 

I  told  the  Department  vhat  I  had  done  and  said  that  although  I  had 
exceeded  all  authority  I  felt  after  careful  thought  that  three  considerations 
justified  my  steo:  (1)  the  prime  importance  that  Adfidral  Toyoda  diould  com¬ 
pletely  and  accurately  understand  the  ’'resident's  proposal,  (2)  the  inportance. 
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of  the  time  element,  »1ilch  nads  it  impossible*  for  me  to  ask  for  authoritj  frc. 
’.'trshington  in  advance,  and  (3)  m.y  belief  that  the -rrosident  vfould  wish  nothiin 
to  be  left  undone  to  ensure  that  maximum  consideration  sho'jld  be  given  to  his 
proposal  and  that  the  Japanese  "overnrcent  shoiild.  fully  recognize  its  far- 
reaching  and  enlightened  imr-ert  because  u'on  its  rojccticn  or  acceptonce 
nd.Tht  d^end  the  future  peace  e'f  the  facific.  To  ray  astonishnent  Admiral 
TOyeda  said  thet  he  had  not  received  the.  “resident's  prcnosel,  communicctod  , 
to  Adrdral  Kemura  three  days  ago,  en  the  2Ath,  and.  To;'oda  confirmed  this 
after  leavin';  me  for  some  five  minutes  obviously  to  telephone  to  the  Foreign 
Office.  Tk)  d'vs  later  we  learned  from  Tcrasaki,  director  of  the  .-jncrican 
Eurcaii  of  the  Foreign  Office,  that  on  the  day  of  his  conversation  with  the 
Tresident  Adadral  komura  h?d  sent  only  a  very  brief  telegram  to  Tokyo  and 
that  after  my  talk  with  Toyeda  he  had  immediately  instructed  I.cmura  to  sub¬ 
mit  a  comprehensive  rujort  without  delay, 

T’.’O  days  later  I  received  a  very  pleasant  messa.'je  from  Sumner 
'.elles  stating  thet  he  re^rardod  my  acticn  at  this  time  as  cf  th-  greatest 
assistance  and  vrl'ie  and  thet  beth  the  President  and  he  himself  had  approved 
of  vihet  I  hc.d  done.  I  can't  say  that  I  am  over-optimistic  as  to  favorable  ro- 
suits,  but  I  told  Admiral  Toyodn  in  cur  talk  that  he  was  now  presented  with 
an  oppcrtuiiity  to  take  a  step  cf  the  hi.dicst  statesmanship  and  with  a  vay  of 
solving  the  ar>pallin.^  situation  v/hich  faced  him  at  the  outset  of  his  ministryj 
I  said  in  fact  that  he  nw  had  an  opportunity  to  go  dam  in  history  as  one  of 
Japan's  greatest  statesmen,  'hethcr  Japan  accerts  cr  not,  the  President's 
step  places  the  hnited  otates  in  on  unassailable  position  from  the  point  of 
vievj  of  history  and  so!Tk;day  history  vdll  record  this  step  in  full.  If  the 
Japanese  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  their  cm  position  in  history  will 
net  be  enviable.  Cn  the  30th  I  sent  another  telegram  to  the  Department  .iiaking 
some  further  su'^'gestions  on  the  foregoing  subject.  ’ 
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In  my  recent  conversatiens  'idth  Admiral  Toyoda  it  occ;i:£  to  me 
sif-nificant  tliat  the  only  thing  which  really  otirr-od  him  up  v;crc  the  allusione 
•-(hich  I  made  to  the  belief  existing  in  our  country  that  German  pressure  is 
responsible  for  Japan's  present  policies,  cnrl  in  each  ease  the  I'inistcr 
emphatically  denied  that  Germany  nov'  exerts  any  influence  in  Japan  whatsoever. 
One  of  mj'  colleagues,  incidentally,  had  previously  told  me  that  ^■atsuoka  him- 
slf  had  confirmed  to  him  the  story  that  he  had  telegraphed  to  von  Ribbentrop 
tc  ask  if  there  vrere  any  basis  for  th^  reports  that  Icriv.ny  was  about  to 
attack  Soviet  Russia,  tlmt  he  h'^d  received  from  von  Ribbentrop  e  categorical 
deni*'!,  and  that  forty-ci;7ht  hau's  later  Germany's  invasion  of  Soviet  Russia 
hed  cceurred.  Once  again  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  the  Jaraneso  arc  getting 
fed  up  vdth  the  Gennsns,  who  have  obviously,  as  usual,  overplayed  thoir  hand. 


txcci’pt  from  Diary  of  Former  U,  S.  ijnbassedcr 
GtcW  entitled  "Ten  Yoers  in  Japan." 
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(;7FET  Tl  CHIK4 


Stpbanber  22,  19A1 

I  called  on  Forci/ni  Mnister  Toyoda  this  afternoon  at  hia  request 
After  reading  from  a  document  in  Japanese  ’.hich  ma  then  translated  into 
Jni'lish,  he  cade  substs  itially  the  follONint;  oi-al  atatcj.ient; 

1.  The  su 'gestion  that  the  I  resident  meet  vith  ’^rince  Konoyc  was 
contained  bv  implication  in  the  messape  received  by  the  Tresident  from  tha 


agreonent,  and  that  subsoquer.tly  throu.h  normal  diplomatic  chenneis  tne  au-  ^  , 

tails  fer  executing  the  und«..rsta.idifu-:  readied  at  the  mooting  should  bo  y-erked  .  '  | 
cut.  The  Tovernment  of  the  United  States,  houoyer,  had  adopted  the  view  that  ••'X 
the:  troblems  vhich  had  cmercod  from  the  preliminary  and  informal  conversations 

should  bo  agreed  on  in  advance  ox'  the  meeting.  V'i 

3.  The  Forei'Ti  ’’inistor  had  explained  that  ir  his  atatement  made  *1 

to  me  on  September  4  he  had  replied  to  all  of  t.K.  questions  raised  by  the  . 

Covemment  of  the  United  States  and  that  his  statenu  nt  of  Septembor  4  had 
widcrxtd  rather  than  reA'ced  thi  field_  of  tin.  negotiations  which  the  Japanese  ; 


Government  is  TlUinG  te  cover. 

4.  Th-  Foreign  r  iniste.r  then  gave  m:  th .  basic  t-rirs  of  y/hich 

Jo^an  is  prepared  to  offer  China,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
The  J  inistor  emphasised  that  th<  sv  tome  should  not  bo  regarded  as  a  now  pro¬ 
posal  but  as  related  and  sumleiiu-ntrr /  to  hia  statement  to  me  of  Soptenhor  4 
v'hon  he  confirm' :d  that  the  Ja'^inose  C-ovcTninjnt  etill  desired  to  sock  tho  good 
offices  of  the  President  in  bringing  the  co.iflict  with  China  to  an  end. 

5.  AAnirel  Toyoda  tcld  me  that  ''rt.et  internal  chenges  had  occurred 
during  th.-  rest  month  as  a  r».sult  of  tho  publicity  that  the  su;  gosted  meeting 
between  the  President  ard  the  Japanese  Primu  i'inietcr  had  rec^ved  abroad  ard 
as  a  result  of  the  published  r-^^xirts  an-’  rofercr.c.-e^OT  radio  broadcasts 
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abroad  in  regard  to  the  convertatlcr.s  m  .  - 

umteo  Stttos.  ■maalts  to  the  efforts  of  the  Jaoanosc  (io,sms,ont.  public 
opinion  in  Japan  anl  the  Japataso  press  in  Uio  main  arc  not  anart  of  the 
devolopa^nta  referred  to  above,  but  the  publicity  abroad  is  Knoan  to  co. 
eroupa  in  Japan  a.d  has  increased  the  activities  of  those  elements  in  J. 
vho  are  or«ro8ed  to  an  understanding  'it-h  Uio  ’Jnited  States. 

6.  -Iho  noverm^nt  of  Jamn  will  atton-^t  to  ftiard  against  any 

in  ccni’.ecticn  v/ith  the  anniversary  on 
to  the  ixie  and  TdH  allow  this  anniv 


incidents  a'  special  occurrences 
September  27  of  Japan's  adherence 
to  be  celebrated  by  private  or  ,anizatlcns.  However,  se^ouxo  a 

lapse  of  tlm=  occur  folloeinE  the  snnivoresry  ..Ithout  eny  eijn  as  to  the  J 

attitude  cf  the  United  Ststes,  the  vroups  roforred  to  above  uho  ero  againet 
an  uhdereteniinE  »ith  the  U.dtcd  Statue  end  W.o  art  l.J'cnaed  of  the 
J.rcno=e-.»rlcan  convereetUne  :»ight  flrd  it  f«sihle  to  inflame  publio  ; 

opinion  in  Japan  and  th.K  make  it  very  difficult  for  thoeo  talke  to  oontlnue. 

7.  Admiral  Toyeda  pointed  cut  tlmt  tho  Jupanoeo  Oovommont  la 
atill  avaltins  tho  Asariaan  ans>.cr  to  the  vericus  points  set  forth  by  him  In 
hi.  statorent  of  Scpt.mbcr  A.  Ho  expressed  his  boliof  that  in  that  ststomant  •  | 
the  Jspsncso  -Xivon^annt  had  vlth  compute  frankness  rov.alcd  to  the  American  .'i| 

rK>vcrnnKJit  its  intent iosis  and  desires.  j 

In  reply  to  the  liinlatcr'a  quoation  .hethor  any  further  InfcrmaUon  ■  ,J 

had  bean  received  from  -..^ihCton,  I  conveyed  to  him  the  mchatanca  of  tho  J 

nepartm^nfs  aablo  of  Septmbar  20,  rhlch  had  bean  decoded  immediately  bofor.  5,  > 
mV  call  on  the  ittniater.  Admiral  Tcyoda  mas  eooocially  atruak  by  the  Stare 
tary's  remark  to  the  Japancae  .ab.a.ador  that  the  Tcvemmont  cf  the  United 
Statca  fullv  ahsred  the  dcairc  cf  the  Japanaac  Covemment  tc  ha.tcn  rattara. 

The  Klhister  axprcaacd  the  thou;ht  that  althouph  the  desire  of  the  tkitod 
Statca  Tovu-mm^ht  to  eehrcrvlth  ether  ^verh»,hta  in  regard  to  the  «i.,pcatad 
apreamcht  -aa  eUorly  recognized,  the  clamant  of  daisy  uhleh  mould  be  Involved 
in  such  ecnsultaUins  sight  Inve  s  moat  unfbrtumte  effect. 
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•  Ith  r.r.ra.oc  to  tho  look  of  ocnccrn  folt  b,  the  Japencc 
bassodcr  lnVashi«;ton  rcsartirc  the  aonivorsory  on  So.  tjabor  27  of  Japan-a 
•.aivrcncc  tho  focla,  (.amiral  lojnx'a  ovroaaod  the  via'.,  that  Aialral  Uoimr. 
v«a  not  In  clean  onouf.h  touch  -.dth  the  altuatlon  in  Japan  to  oorccivc  the 
dan^cra.  I  told  the  rlnlctcr  tb^t  I  -aa  aurprlaod  that  he  had  not  convoyed 
to  the  Japancac  ;ni.aaaa<!or  in  ■..aah.ntton  hla  onn  concern  on  this  point. 

ith  refei-cnco  to  th.  urta  of  e.aoo  bctico.  Japan  aid  China,  I 
told  the  i'inlator  that  1  vdahod  to  avoid  any  conn.ont  until  th-  lovornadnt 
cf  th.  United  Statca  had  had  a  chance  to  cvaiaiiK  theac  terms  but  that  for 
rurpceea  of  clarificatlcn  I  rculd  like  to  knc,.  the  enact  mdhirj!  of  tho 

,K,rda  "exlaUi^  aEreoaento  and  uaa.-.ca"  montlenod  in  point  three.  The 

- -  .2  fViren  «.rd8  must  tc  imd-.rstcod  as  nrittaij 


basic  Jananese  tcrr.6  of  pence  \dth  Cruna, 
jnbaasador  by  the  Japan.-3c 
Tairs  on  Septuaber  22,  1941 


Text  o. 

hnrcitd  to  the  Anrric! 

2'iiiictcr  for  Fort.iP,n 

1.  Noighborly  fricndsliip 

2.  Respect  for  aovert  i.inty  and  territorial  integrity 

3.  Cc-oDtTntivc  defense  botreen  Jaoan  and  China. 
Co-OD-ration  botv..:ii  Japan  ard  China  for  the  pumcscs 

Vwnting  Coiministic  and  other  aubversivo  acUvities  ’•/hich  .nay  c 
Kuisce  tc  the.  security  both  countries  and  of  maintaining  the 


order  in  China 
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Stationir.:  of  Ja:aa  sc  troops  anr^  nava.  - - 

the  Chlnotc  territo-y  fer  a  necessary  period  for  the  purpose,  referred  to 
above  and  In  aooordanoe  «dth  the  ehlotlnf  a^rseeaents  and  usages. 

4.  •  ithrtrawsl  of  Jo:«ncBc  armod  forces. 

lh.'jooa«,sc  a,med  Ibroes  nhloh  have  beu.  dlspstohed  to  China  tor 
oartysng  cut  the  Chlm  affair  dll  bo  eithdraun  froa  China  upon  the  auttlaaent 
Of  the  aalf  affair,  edoeptiw,  «bosc  troops  .ehioh  ooae  under  point  3. 

5,  Economic  cc-operation. 

..vesaMcfirn  bf-tncui  Jpcsn  and  China* 

(a)  “liiero  shall  bo  economic  co-opera ticn  rccncon  . 

having  tho  developasent  and  utilization  of  oascntlal  nsterials  for  national 

dofense  in  China  as  its  prir.cipal  obJocUve. 

(b)  Tho  prccodir^  paragraph  does  not  mean  to  restrict  any  cco- 

noolo  ooUvities  b-  thi<d  pevera  in  China  so  lonP  as  they  eu-o  pursued  on  an 


equiteblc  basis 


5.  Fusion  of  th'.  Chienf<  Kai-shek  r 


Pcvcrniicnt 


Nc  annexation 


3.  No  ind'-ranitics. 

9.  Recegnition  of  :.'|inchu!<uo 
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dfr^j.  ••  rvZ.'.cTit:'i  Tv.  th':.  toju  a.FiNET 


October  29,  19A1 

The  fcllwinp  items  gathered  by  members  of  •’Jicther  country’s 
inisslcn  tc  Tokyo  '■.re  believed  tc  be  «'  f'lirly  ;<ccur'‘te  account  of  the  re- 
'Ctiu'iS  of  the  Termrn  ccaBriunit*'  hero  tc  the  rresent  sitirtion. 

Hie  Germ- ns  “xro  not  enthusi-'stic  '>bcut  the  new  cibinet,  rMch  dis- 
"  pointed  the  hopes  of  i  definitely  interventionist  ’cvernment, which  they 
hcd  formed  on  the  resigmticn  of  Trince  Konoye.  Their  feelings  were  cooled 
still  further  by  the  ".rrest  of  two  Ger.mnns  i.'mrcdi'.tely  the  new  c'^binet  hrd 
t''ken  office. 

In  the  event  of  w?r  betv/een  the  U,  S.  end  Gerineny,  the  locel 
Genir.ns  from  the  /jbessndor  down  are  unccrt'.in  of  Jr‘"n's  reectlons.  They 
reg'Td  the  dep' nese  e.s  untrustworthy  opportunists. 


Excernt  from  Diory  of  Forrer  'J.  S.  .■jnb-ssodor 
Gre’fl  entitled  "Ten  Yevrs  in  Jepen." 

F'ges  463  end  464 
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T  .^JCAiSADoR  IK  J.J/.'  HE'OPTS  TO  IfHS 

six;"u3T  _ir  lf  bT-.r; 

1’; 

(Subst'nce) 


(  '^raphr^se  of  oriT;in«>l  text  prcjp'^red  b''  the  Der-^rtaient  of  State) 

Tokyo,  l'oveii.ber  3»  1941 

The  /anbaesador  renortc  for  Secrot-^rv  Hull  -nd  ’'nder  Secretary 
elles  as  follows: 

He  cltPE  a  icrdir.?  article  froia  the  Tokyo  Kichx,  Kichi^of 
I'cvf^iber  1  (rqicrted  in  tcle;i^B.a  Ko.  1725  of  tJi't  date),  '"..ding  th  .t 
banner  he-^ine  decl»ri:>£  "^irire  Apcrceches  Its  Greatest  Crisis"  introduced 
a  disnotch  from  Kew  York  '^ith  a  su^-mory  of  «  stnteiaait  the  Jappnese  iltibnssy 
reportedly  isve  to  The  Ke'..  York  Tli^  re^i^rdinG  the  need  of  endin:,  the  United 
St'-tes- Japanese  economic  war.  Ecth  the  article  and  the  Ki^chi  .i  i<^,  editorl-1 
are  believed  tc  be  close  reflections  of  Joprnese  sentLnonts  at  present. 

The  .u-Aassadcr  refers  to  his  various  tole^aphic  reports  during 
several  months  past  analyzing  the  factors  affecting  policy  in  Jaonn  and  says 
he  has  nothing  to  add  thereto  nor  ar^r  substantial  revision  to  make  thereof. 

In  his  opinion,  a  conclusive  estimate  .cay  be  had  of  Japan's  position  through 
the  application  to  the  e  dstiny  situ'tion  ?n^  the  Lnmedinto  future  of  the 
fcllcwing  points: 

(a)  It  is  not  vorsible  for  Jai-cn  to  dissoci-te  either  jQoan  or 
the  conflict  with  China  from  the  war  in  Jiirone  aijd  its  fluctuations. 

(b)  In  Japan  pcliticr.1  thought  rrnTcs  from  mediev"!  to  liberal 
Ideas  pnd  public  opinion  is  thus  a  v  ri'ble  quantity.  The  iar'ct  of  events 
and  conditions  beyond  Japan  may  determine  at  any  j^ven  time  viiich  school  of 
thought  sYrll  predominate.  (In  the  danccracies,  on  the  other  hand,  owing  to 
a  horaojeneouB  body  of  .Tinciplss  vhich  influence  and  direct  foreign  policy 
and  because  methods  instead  of  crincicles  are  more  likely  to  cause  differences 
of  opinion,  rublic  opinion  is  formed  differently.)  For  example,  in  Japan  the 
pro-:o(is  elements  gained  poher  foilcs-^irx;  I'.st  yerr's  lerxan  victories  in 
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’.estern  .iurore;  then  J-x>niese  <?iubt  of  u.Himrte  Dora^n  victor”  vr.s  crested 
by  Ceriifiny's  failure  to  invaee  the  Eritich  Isles,  this  ffctcr  helping-  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  moderate  ele.;ents3  an"  finally  ^ern^'.ny's  ettsck  on  the  Soviet 
ITnicn  upset  the  e-c;ect»ticn  of  continued  Husso-^ermrn  oeace  and  m^de  the 
J-'penese  realize  tlvt  those  'ho  took  J^n-n  into  the  Tripartite  Alliance  had 

nlslod  Japan. 

(c)  :n  attempt  to  correct  the  error  of  1940  be  found  in  the 
efforts  to  adjust  Jao'-nese  rel-titns  vith  the  United  St'.tes  -nd  thereby  to 
lend  the  ”«v  to  corclusion  of  oeace  uith  Chin  ,  .ic’e  by  Frince  Konoje  '.nd 
rroclsed  by  the  Tojo  c-binet.  If  f'is  attemrt  fails,  and  if  success  con¬ 
tinues  U  frver  -or, -nan  arrs  ,  a  fian,  closer  /jds  ali;nf..ent  may  be  expected.  • 

(d)  The  .irfJ^ssy  in  Japan  has  never  been  convinced  by  the  theory 
th't  Japan's  collanse  “s  e  milit  ristic  power  weald  shortly  result  from  the 
depletion  and  the  eventual  exh-usti.n  of  Japan's  financial  and  economic 
resources,  ss  propounded  by  ra‘'r.y  leac’ln  .juerioan  economists.  Such  fore¬ 
casts  were  uncousciousl.v  b^sed  uaon  the  assuirntion  tlr.t  n  dominant  considern- 
ticn  would  he  Ja’a-n's  rete.ition  of  the  cnitalistic  system.  The  outcome 
they  predicted  h'-s  not  tranenired,  although  it  is  true  that  the  gre-ter  part 
of  Japan's  cc,jrerce  has  been  lost,  Jao'nese  industrial  arcduction  has  been 
drastic«'lly  curtailed,  erf  Jno«n's  n'tioi.al  resoiu-ces  have  been  dealeted. 
Instead,,  there  h^s  been  »  dr-stic  -rcsocution  of  the  orocess  to  integrate 
Jer^n's  n-tio-l  economy,  led  in  whdeh  there  .riight  veil  have  occurred  the 
predicted  ccll»  ^se  cf  J-p-n.  •‘h'-t  has  h-'-ened  to  date  therefore  does  not 
su-”'crt  the  view  that  continuation  cf  tr*de  Pab'r-ces  ^nd.  Imposition  of  a 
blockade  (nro^osed  by  some'  ca.i  best  avert  -''■r  -n  the  par  ^ast. 

The  m-ni'-ssa'^tr  mentioiis  his  telerr''m  'c.  527,  Se''>tember  12,  1940 
(vhich  rep'orted  the  golden  opportunity"  seei.  by  J-p-neso  .Jiay  circles  for 
exp-nsicn  as  a  consequence  cf  C-er.irii  trituu  hs  in  uirope).  He  sent  this 
telegram  under  circumst'nces  at  a  ti.no  -hen  it  avpe  red  un'ise  and  futile 
for  the  United  St-tes  tc  adopt  ccnciU-tcry  ms*surcs.  Tl.e  strong  policy 
recctiufindcd  in  the  telegram  was  sub8ec;uontly  edqpted  by  the  United  States. 


•I'.a.- 
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This  policy,  U  ether  ’  ith  the  ij,^:  ct  cf  -erH  politic-1  events  upon  Ja-nn, 
brought  the  Japanese  7-ovem.nBnt  to  the  poi.it  of  seeking  ccnci?.i''ticn  with 
the  United  .St-tes.  If  these  efforts  f-il,  the  •.ib-ssa^’cr  foresees  n  probable 
swiny  of  the  pendului:.  in  once  more  b'ck  to  the  fcri..er  Japanese  position 

cr  even  f--rther.  This  w^uld  le-d  tc  wh«'t  he  Iv  s  Hescrihed  ns  ?n  ell-cut, 
do-or-die  ctteimt,  ectu'll''  rie’-inj  n-tion-l  hara-kiri  tc  .Kke  Japan 
i'lpervious  tc  economic  emb^rtcoes  abro-d  r~ther  th»'n  to  vield  to  foreign 
pressure.  It  is  re-'lized  by  observers  who  feel  Jer^aneso  nati«.nal  temper  and 
nsychclosy  from  dr.v  to  day  th  t,  beyond  per'dventurc,  tids  ccntin:ency  not 

only  is  possible  but  is  rTO^b3.e . 

If  ths  fiber  *nd  temper  cf  the  Jpcancse  people  ore  kept  in  mind, 
the  view  th^t  wrr  probably  v.'ouI.d  be  "verted,  thou^^h  there  might  be  seme  risk 
of  wor,  by  progressively  iraxsin  drost-c  econoadc  mcr.siu-es  is  on  uncertain 
-nd  d'^ngerous  hypothesis  upon  ’hich  tc  b-se  considered  United  States  policy 
and  me<'3ures.  "r  ’‘culd  not  be  “vertod  by  such  -  course  if  it  is  token, 
in  the  opinion  cf  ths  iimb^ssy.  However,  e"ch  vie"  is  onlj’  opinion,  and, 
accordin'ly,  to  postulate  the  correctness  of  either  one  "nd  to  erect  ? 
definitive  policy  thereon  *..'culd ,  in  tho  belief  of  the  -■vr.brssy,  be  contrary 
tc  .'jnerienn  national  interests.  It  ’  ould  mean  nutting  the  cart  before  the 
horse.  The  pri.ii''ry  poirt  to  be  decidei  cprarcntly  ini^clves  the  Question 
’’hethcr  r'T  •  ith  Japan  is  justified  by  ..ixricon  n'^tiona  objectives,  policies, 
and  needs  in  the  cose  cf  foilure  of  the  first  line  of  n'>tic:vol  defense, 
namely,  diplom'-c',  since  it  would  bo  -(ossib^.e  oidv  on  tho  basis  cf  such  a 
decision  for  the  Roosevelt  adninis tr'tion  to  follov  a  course  which  would  be 
•’ivested  as  much  as  aossiblc  cf  rl€;r.;snt3  of  unccrt''inty,  soecul'’tion,  and 
opinion.  The  'mbsssadcr  dees  not  dcubt  th"t  sich  "  decision,  irrevocable 
as  it  might  WtU  Drove  to  be,  ’Ire'.d'r  has  Dsen  deb-ted  fully  and  "dopted, 

because  the  s-n-’s  are  running  fast. 

Tho  iui'ajRadcr  emphasizes  that,  in  the  "bove  discussion  of  this 
V^ve,  momentous  subject,  he  ie  out  of  touch  r»ith  the  intentions  and 
thoughts  of  the  adfe  i.ilet;  at..cn  tnarein,  ar.i  hs  doee  net  at  all  mean  to  inroly 
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thnt  -stiineton  is  -urs-jiivi  -n  andollter’tsd  riclicy.  Ssr  Joss  ho  into, id  to 
Idvoo.tc  for  s  ssnj  le  j«,asr.t  -ny  "soo6-oef..:ait''  of  Jip-n  ty  tbs  United  Stitos 
or  recession  in  the  slijhtost  dcirso  by  the  United  St-tos  Goyernsont  from 
the  fundcsont-i  crinoiplos  l-f  devn  cs  c  b-sis  for  the  conduct  end  -djust- 
.vent  of  intemotior.-l  rel-tionc,  merio-n  rol-tions  -ith  Jspsn  included. 

Ihsrs  should  bo  nc  coon.rc,-niss  vdth  crinclnlcs,  thou  :h  K.thcds  mey  bo  flexible, 
•me  ;j*c5srdor's  luricss  is  only  to  ensure  :?-inst  the  United  btntos  becoming 
in»ol,cd  in  n,r  vdth  J--rn  bcc-uso  of  cny  uossible  misccnccrtion  of  dsisn's 
c-v.city  to  rush  ho-.-lci*  into  -  suicidcl  stru;.:le  vdth  the  United  ot-.tes. 

•hilo  nction..!  s-.df  -ief  tes  -vinst  such  cction,  Jeernese  s-.nity  c-nnot 

be  rac‘>sured  bv  ,  moricon  strndrrds  of  logic. 

The  /jrb'’ss''dcr  sees  nc  need  for  much  -inxiety  r>-S2^ectin^  the 

bellicose  tone  subst'nce  f-t  orcsont  of  the  J^^nosc  press  (  -hich  in  the 
pf6t  several  y^-rs  hrs  'tt.-cl.ed  the  United  States  intensely  in  recurrent 
waves),  but  he  points  out  the  shtTt3i;.hte-''.n&ss  of  undertstinr.Un.:. Jopan's 
obvious  prep--r^tior.s  to  implement  «n  -Iterr.ative  prcfr-m  in  the  event  the  poses 
i:rctr''m  f’ils.  Me  a'ids  th't  siiailTly  it  sould  bo  shortsithted  for  .jncriccn 
policy  tc  be  b-sed  upon  the  belief  that  Japenese  prepirr.tio.is  rre  no  more  than 
saber  r-ttling,  merely  intended  tc.^ivc  .rx>r-l  su-port  tc  the  hi:,h  pressure 
di-lomacy  cf  J=p**.n.  .'.ction  by  Jae-n  -  hich  .nij  ht  render  un" voidable  on  armed 
ccr.fUct  with  the  United  St:tcs  ia"v  come  vith  d-nyercas  and  dramatic 
suddenness. 


MM 
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I’cveTiber  7,  1941 

r.t  the  Soviet  anbass"  reception  toc’ay,  to  celebrate  their  national 
he  lid  ay  (they  are  the  only  di- Icitatic  r.d-.sion  'hich  nc^:  he  Ids  aich  rece’'tions), 
I  took  occaai.  n  to  make  the  strongest  reoresentatioiis  tc  every  lapanece  to 
>,hom  I  talked  T:ith  record  to  the  TLies^ni^./jrertisex  editorial,  mentioned 
abeve,  listing  seven  joints  as  a  ore; ram  for  .  mericen  "restitution"  tc  Japan, 
and  to  point  out  v.hat  serious  harm  the  e"’itorial  had  done,  especiallv  at  the 
moment  of  sending  ?urusu  tc  the  United  State?  tr  try  tc  brin;  the  current 
conversations  tc  a  successful  conclusion.  I  s-^eke  of  the  utter  stupidity  of 
creating  such  a  hostile  atmosphere  here  and  such  an  unfortunate  imprecsion 
on  the  Anerican  public  at  a  moment  then  constructive,  net  destructive,  re¬ 
sults  were  desired..  I  made  it  clear  Uo  t  it  was  not  my  intuition  to  presume 
tc  interfere  with  the  Japanese  press  but  only  to  :oint  out  factually  the 
ineviteblc  effects  in  mj'  ccuntiy  vhen  such  editcricis,  assayed  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  Ja^aiiese  Governne.it  since  the  Ti'^and  /-dyerU^er  is  knovm 
ornt-miifid  bv  thc  7crei:n  cffico.  were  reprinted  in  the  UrJ-ted  otates. 
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a,lg.»itsu,»  vith  :  t^ived,  ■«»  thoroa  «.•'  »v„^ath.Uo 
th,t  h.  rculd  do  .-Ao  oast  t,  sto,  this  sort  ot  thin-,  nhlls  ^stsu«>to, 
hssd  ot  homsi,  -h-oadsoi  do  1  thers  vonld  bs  s„  i-:.adists  chan, a  in  the 
tens  an-;  substance  of  h>e  is, s ness  ores,,  an!  he  «ss  as  «ood  as  his  «>rd 
b. causa  the  tone  did  todlstely  cha  nsc  to-  the  better.  I  tiiink  I  succeeded 
in  stlrrine  then  ail  no  co.naderably,  so  the  fstheri-i-  at  the  Soviet  party 

was  distinctly  usoful. 

The  next  U,te  I  ceiled  on  To-o  I  ro.eatcd  these  recresenUtion.  and 
He  rsnued  that  .has  the  Perein,  etfice  had  rxcrtsd  no  control  over  the 
T-e.t.s^dver^ser  up  to  the  prese..t,  it  nss  Jolly  »ai  foin,  to  exert  such 
"t^l  fttn  no-  on.  the  editorial  «ay  or  nay  net  .nvc  been  dictated  by  the 
vorot,n  Cfice,  regardless  of  v-hat  -.^-oshi  -o  said,  bne  informant  said  that  it 
,»d  been  a,  dictated,  but  if  so,  I  thin.:  it  a.s  crobsbly  done  by  sons  sub- 
erdinate  official  cV  -ithout  the  l:no-..lod:e  of  the  Mnister,  tho,  I  am  con- 
vincer’,  Icnev  nothin?  cbout  it, 

rorhsps  1  any  have  overenehssised  the  effect  cf  the  editorial  on 
the  .hhricen  oubUc,  Wt  susss  is  that  it  .«da  the  front  nelos  of  the 
capers  at  henn,  as  the  radio  ce.nuntsters  tsl.eed  a  ,ccd  deal  about  it. 

hilc  on  the  subject  Cf  publicity  I  find  rartinant  ani  very  A.tar- 
eatin,:  the  s..e  situation  obtaining  then  Jaa..a  Oallatin  (nhoac  faaeinatinc 

dl,  ry  I  am  rearin',  for  the  secerd  time)  tea  domt,  his  best  to  briny  tn.la 

t  raior  t  tho  Treaty  of  Ghent.  He  writes  from 

and  tho  United  States  tc  peace  /rxer  U  tno  irea  y 

pordcn  under  date  cf  .'prii  21,  1=11,  to  illia:r  H.  Cra-aford.  Secretary  of  War. 

They  /5he  ircliah  ?oohl^  iafcer^»lah 
.^rica."  to  a  preiftoditated  concert  with 

rn.rieTt :  ur^in=:fthoUt 

by“thj  8r:at  bo^  of  the  pao^lo  i= 

«*  at  Ul  e.bonichi.:r.  To  hSva 

n:"t  ™jlu^oriSa’.lriek^  people  to  their 


*  For.x,r  Jai-encso  .ithassador  to  London, 
in  il  >  19^3  a 


rho  ro-laced  To£o  as  Foroi-n  Unistor 
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ailsMdtsu,*  vlth  »hca  i  Wi:  td,  ■.•8  thoroa  hi”  a-mcathetic  and 
aaid  that  ha  ^uld  do  his  bast  t.  ato-  this  sort  of  thin-,  nhUa  aataunoto, 
heed  of  homai,  froiAaod  me,  th- 1  thora  vo-jld  ba  an  i»..adlata  chan, a  in  the 
tens  an-;  aubatanca  of  dia  Jaeanaaa  oraaa,  an!  ha  nas  aa  eood  aa  hia  «rd 
because  fno  tens  did  immadlatal,  Che  nbo  for  the  bettor.  I  think  I  auccccded 
in  aUrrina  them  all  uo  co.mideribly,  so  tb-o  father!.!,  at  toe  Soviet  party 

VB6  distinctly  useful. 

The  next  U.to  I  called  on  To-o  1  raneated  tocae  reureaentationa  and 
he  reoued  ttat  o-hile  fne  ftrelto  efflce  had  exerted  .»  control  over  the 
TiaeaKd^dyortiser  u-p  to  to-.  prea«.t,  it  naa  Jolly  »al  .oolni  to  exert  such 
contrel  fro.a  no-  on.  -me  editorial  may  or  may  not  have  booh  dictated  by  toe 
Jorei.n  tf'lce,  re...ardleaa  of  -hat  -Pemhl  "o  arid,  tee  informant  said  that  it 
ha-!  bee..  80  dictated,  but  if  ao,  I  think  it  nos  crobably  done  by  some  sub- 
er.-lnate  official  on:'  ■  itheut  the  l!no-,.lod;a  of  the  Jlnister,  vho,  I  am  con- 

vinccf’,  Icnev.-  nothing  cbout  it. 

Terhaps  I  moy  have  overent^hsaized  the  effect  cf  the  editorial 
the  .mmricar,  cubUc,  but  my  guess  la  tost  it  .«ado  toe  front  najea  of  the 
capers  at  he®,  aa  the  radio  cr.ou  ntaters  talked  a  ;cod  deal  about  it. 

hilc  on  the  subject  cf  tobllclty  I  find  -iertlnant  anj  very  .r.ter- 
eatinf  toe  aa..e  aituaUen  obtalnlnt  ..hen  Jaa,.a  Gallatin  (»hoac  faaclnatin-, 
dl,  ry  I  am  rcadinc  for  toe  secerd  Ume)  nea  doinb  his  best  to  brins  tn.land 
and  too  United  States  tc  peace  -yricr  t.  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  He  .rites  from 
lo.-v!cn  under  date  of  .-pril  21,  IDU,  tu  ilUam  >!.  Ora-, -ford.  Secretary  of  f/ar. 

moy  /^hc  irr.liah  peocle7  saftrly  ulab  "the  p-jnish®nt  of 
-jK-i™  "  They^  not  ..vto  suspect  ttet  -..e  had  any  Just  cauae 
'Sill,  an,  a  sc-ibc  it  solely  to  a  preiaoditatto  ^ 

Bcnaaarte  at  o  Ume  toon  ue  thought  him  ‘rtumtotot  and  toolr 
ccust.  doSDoratc.  That  such  opinions  shoul/..  be  ^ 

vcrsally  ontertained  here  by  gr:at  body  of  the  ^  . 

not  at  all  e sbonichii^. .  To  nroduce  suan  an  ^ 

rrxiier  the  r.«xrican  war  po-ular,  th.  ^dnxsterial 
had  nothing  more  to  dc  than  to  transcriba 
speeches  arv*  aersn?.'crs.  If  -ickcrim  ,  Quincy, 

(1.  have  net  brou  -ht  a  .laajcrity  of  the  r-Twrican  people  to  th^r 


a  FOr®r  Js,aneae  .sbassador  to  bender.,  .-ho  reclsced  Teyo  as  Feroim  -anistcr 
in  A’Til,  1943* 


^:7/w\ 


ntti 
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side  thev  have  at  loRSt  fully  succeeded  here,  8^  ^ 
difficulty  in  caivincinr  pH  t  >?.rt  of  the  , 

J^rnols  thf  t  v:;.  had  no  cause  of  cc.iplaint  l±n  the  or 
end  acted  cnlv  a  allies  of  lonaparte. 

If  «e  svfcstitute  fer  rickerin,,  uuincy,  btrong,  'I®n3on,  et  cetera, 

the  nancs  of  some  of  cur  isclsUcnists,  the  analogy  is  cle.r,  for  it  is  t 

Bpocches  of  thcBC  5a.tX0..n  Bro  across  tho  front  pages  of  ths 

J.,s».so  press,  sn<l  tho  Jspanoso  ■.Ws  notorally  sssu«c  that  they  represent 

the  great  majority  of  ;jncrican  raublic  sentiment. 

The  Fresldent  said  today  that  ths  lovcmnBnt  of  the-  United  otate. 

1.  giving  oonslderatlcn  to  tho  ^dostlcn  of  nltndrshsl  of  tho  ;n»rlosn  narlno 
dotsoh«nts  nor  nslntslnod  ashore  In  Chins  St  Pelpln., ,  Tientsin,  and  ghsnghsl. 


Excerr-t  frera  'liary  of  former  U.  S.  -jnbassador 
'Ircw  enUtlod  "Ten  Years  in  Japan, 
fat'cs  474^^76 
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